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Stretham from 2000: the Digital Age. Facts, Feature and (increasing) Fallacies reported in 
Stretham Parish Council Minutes and Newsletters, Cambridgeshire Newspapers and Websites by 
Mike Petty; update 2021 05 02, 2021 10 16 


DRAFT NOTES continuously updated 


Note: 

By 2000 the amount of information published in traditional print newspapers greatly reduced and 
the ‘local correspondent’ had become a thing of the past. 

They were replaced in part by Community Magazines and Newsletters. 

Information was increasingly published online on Websites. Council Minutes together with 
comments on Social Media, including Facebook, filled some of the gaps. 

But they may not have been complete, accurate or impartial. 

These notes include whatever I have spotted published. They are inevitably incomplete. Please help 
me fill the gaps 

This is a working document and is subject to amendment and addition 

Many reports relating to the Stretham and Wilburton Community Development Trust are not 
currently included in this record. 


You can read this file on Dropbox 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vdosnkwsbpbgataj/S tretham%20from%202000.docx?dl=0 





Sources include 

Cambridge News: CN 

Cambridge Independent: CI 

Email correspondence EM 

Facebook F 

Fenland History on Facebook: FHF 
Stretham Residents Facebook: SRF 
Messenger posts M 

Stretham Parish Council Minutes: SPCM 
Stretham Parish Council Newsletters: SPCN 
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-0-0-2000-0-0- 


2000 04 15 
Full steam ahead for unique engine; today is public attraction along with stoker’s cottage, bookstall 
and children’s trail; open Sundays and Bank Holidays. pic Owen Jakes neg 3458M-7 CNC 


2000 08 07 

Stretham Parochial Church Council has been granted £20,000 towards the installation of new toilets 
and heating at the Parish Rooms. The Grants Committee of ECDC heard that the building might 
have to be closed and sold because of the poor facilities. The noisy and inefficient heating system. 
Deterred potential users and a lack of disabled toilet facilities meant the hall has lost its public 
entertainments licence. The PCC carried out a survey which showed there were 300 occasions last 
year when new heating facilities and toilets would have been used. The grant is expected to cover 
75 per cent of the £28,750 cost of improvements. A further £4.550 will come from church council’s 
reserves, leaving £5,000 still to be raised. 


2000 08 22 
Bike track glass cut our son, say parents — pic — Jamie Setchell CNC 


2000 10 16 

All smiles at Stretham — pic residents in front church CNC 

Village spotlight — pic of school and residents Jean Adamson, Mike Petty, Edris Tildesley with 
Samuel Dunkley, Katie Spilsbury & Bridie Youngman, John Kisby, Ernie Collins, John Morley 
CNC 


-0-0-2001-0-0- 

2001 10 18 

Five-bed luxury home just the ticket for railway enthusiasts — Stretham station converted into luxury 
home by Jeff and Beverley Stevens; have spent 12 months living in caravan while they restored it. 
The ticket office and waiting room had been locked up since station made redundant in 1963. Now 
the ticket office is a study, the waiting room with the original open fire and mantelpiece is playroom 
for their four children. Had four reception rooms, two bathrooms, seven stables, two barns and a 
menage and on sale for £249,950. pic — station, Beverley Stevens, neg 0009722 CNC 


2001 09 20 
Princess Anne visits National Autistic Society’s Juniper House to plant juniper tree 2001 09 20ES 


-0-0-2002-0-0- 
Wild west is comin’ yer way — play with music by Ken Ellis; pic — Alison Goad, Helen Taylor, 
Barbara Gray CNC 


2002 06 24 
Change to air library views CNC 


-0-0-2003-0-0- 
Projects win £25,000 cash boost — includes Stretham engine CNC 


2003 11 20 
-0-0-2004-0-0- 
Development looms — 23 homes for key workers alongside private housing on farmyard site in 


Newmarket Road by Dudley Developments; objections CNC 


2002 08 16 
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Church may gain from sale of hall — church hall could be sold or leased to parish council CNC 


2003 11 20 
Stretham Engine awarded grant by Wren, landfill tax. To be used to restore chimney and scoop 
wheel. CNC 


-0-0-2004-0-0- 

2004 01 06 

A housing scheme with most of the homes available solely for key workers looks set to be 
approved. The development on a former farmyard in Stretham will be the first of its kind in the 
district to offer housing for key workers alongside private housing. Twenty of the 28 homes — 13 
two-bed and 15 three-bed — will be for key workers. Homes have been designed to reflect the 
character of neighbouring houses. ECDC officers say “This proposal provides good use of a derelict 
farmyard providing much-needed key-worker housing. The scheme has been designed to enhance 
the character of the village. There have been a number of objections. Meadowcroft residents are 
concerned and Stretham Parish Council think access on this stretch of the A1123 is extremely 
dangerous. CNC 


2004 09 01 

Community hall plan is scrapped — council rejects house bid on site church hall. It would have led to 
loss of valuable community facility. Nic Williams had launched a petition and obtained 353 
signatures. Parochial Church Council said the application had been submitted to establish the value 
of the property which it hopes to sell or lease to the Parish Council. CNC 


2004 11 08 
Council rejects housing plan for four houses at rear Orchard House by WRB Restoration and 
Development CNC 


-0-0-2005-0-0- 


2005 02 09 

Highways officials do a U-turn: speed restriction measures scrapped on Newmarket Road; a mini- 
roundabout was due to have been introduced as part of a development of 28 new homes together 
with gateways, flashing signs and enhanced road markings. Most of the homes already built and the 
14 key workers homes were urgently required. CNC 


-0-0-2007-0-0- 


2007 06 21 
Mother charged with murdering daughters, Kumari-Baker CWN [cutt] 


-0-0-2008-0-0- 


2008 01 30 
Historic B&B — Stoker’s Cottage at Engine CNC 


2008 11 24 

Bells continue to ring after £199,000 refurbishment with new bell-ringing platform. Some of the 
pews have been removed to provide flexible spaces for worship and other activities while two toilets 
and a kitchen have been fitted. The tower floor has been lowered to allow disabled access and part 
of the church screened off to make a meeting room. The project was funded by the sale of the 
church hall to the parish council to be used as a village hall. The first new venture is ‘Little Bears’ 
for mothers and carers with babies and small children. Pic — Vicar Pauline Scott - neg 52247 CNC 


-0-0-2009-0-0- 
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2009 
Standard bearers tribute to Legion stalwart — Geoff Russell [cutt] 


2009 09 08 
I’ve killed the kids — headline CN [cutt] 


2009 09 22 
Murder — mother guilty — CN [cutt] 


2009 09 22 
Jean Adamson hurt in terrifying attack — [cutt] 


-0-0- 2011 -0-o- 


2011 02 10 

Thieves wreck hall stealing pipework — Church Hall all the piping has been ripped out and they’ ve 
vandalised the place as they went about it. The hall is used by almost everybody — the W.L., 
Stretham Players, local karate group ... ballet, line dancing and much more. We’ ve now got to rip 
up all the wooden flooring and wait for the building to dry out. The Parish Council bought the 
building about three years ago for the whole community to use. District councillor Bill Hunt said 
‘The money came after much discussion from the local council tax payers. — pic — hall interior 
CNC 


2011 04 29 
Village gets set to serve up its annual feast CNC 


2011 09 13 
Brothers Ashley and Luke Yardy drowned at Kingfisher Bridge — 2011 09 13 [scan] 


-0-0- 2012 —o-0- 


2012 09 15 
Gary Murfitt wedding, meets US President George Bush senior — CEN 15 Sep 2012 [cutt] 


-0-0- 2013 —o-0- 


2013 06 29 
fire destroys barns at Masters Logistics, Ely Road — 2013 08 24 CN [scan] 


2013 05 17 

Couple fed up of sewage problems — photo — Richard & Brenda Sired live in Sanctuary Housing in 
Brook Lane ... both disabled and cannot do anything about the leaks which have flooded their 
bathroom floor. The problems have been going on for the 20 years they have lived in their 
bungalow CEN 


2013 06 28 
Inferno sparked by burning rubbish; the smoke was so thick ... we’re all in shock: massive fire at 


Masters Logistical Services, Ely Road, Stretham. Photos by Mike Petty. 2013 06 28 CN 


2013 06 29 
Inferno sparked by burning rubbish — industrial warehouse, Ely Road [scan] 


2013 08 24 
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Chaos as two water mains burst within same week, MJP photo [scan] 
-0-0-2014-0-0 
[Stories listed on Cambridge News website; first is] 


2014 01 07 PC 

Councillor Parish updated the Council on the £6,000 loan that the Council agreed to lend Stretham 
Youth Club at the December 2013 meeting. Councillor Parish confirmed that the loan is now not 
required and thanked the Council for the kind offer. 


A letter from Mr J Kisby was read out in relation to the gaps in the trees on the north side of Mill 
Way between Stretham and Wilburton. Mr Kisby reminded the Council that most of the current 
trees were planted by the Council in 1972 and 1973. Councillor Parish is arranging a meeting with 
Mr Fountain regarding stage II of the Jubilee Tree Project and agreed to take a look with a view to 
filling the gaps. The Clerk to respond 


An email from Mr T Starkie was read out regarding his concerns about the proposed increase to the 
2014/15 precept in Stretham. The decision to increase the precept was debated considerably by 
both the Finance Sub-Committee and full Council and detailed budgets were used to guide the 
Council on the money required to maintain the village. Every effort is made to secure income in 
other ways, the Clerk will respond. 


The Council requested the Clerk make enquiries with regards to the boat moorings on the river at 
Green End. In particular has any permission been granted. There is a considerable number of 
people living on the river which increases the traffic considerably on the single track. 


2014 02 04 PC 

To progress Ely Road Playpark refurbishment. Councillor Parish updated the meeting. Councillor 
Parish and the Clerk have received the report from the Funding Doctors and further consultation 
with the community and school is required. It was agreed to form a Working Party with 
representatives from the village, school, youth club and any other organisations wishing to join. 
This will be covered in the Newsletter. The Council resolved to budget £2000 towards the 
refurbishment, this was proposed by Councillor Simpson and seconded by Councillor Paddock, all 
in favour. The Council also agreed to write to Stretham Charity requesting they consider a donation 
towards the refurbishment 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. The planning application for Manor Farm has been 
submitted. Legal agreements are being finalised. Wilburton Parish Council will soon by appointing 
some new Trustees 


2014 02 22 p65 
... the A1123 was closed in Stretham following a two vehicle crash ... 


2014 02 26 p8 
... Innovative plans to build 50 homes and a doctor’s surgery ... 


2014 03 01 p10 
Rachel Elizabeth Mason, nee Gillet ... formerly of Stretham passed away ... 


2014 03 04 p26 
... at Newmarket Road, Stretham is an unusual terraced property ... 


2014 03 04 PC 
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A reply to the letter sent to Enforcement at ECDC regarding planning conditions on Saunders Piece 
was read out. The site is allowed 5 caravans to be pitched at any one time and there is no restriction 
on the amount of time they can stay. The Council instructed the Clerk to ask further questions 
regarding if the site was ever approved as a residential site and also asking for investigations around 
the settlement behind the toilet block. 

Land parcel to the East of Meadowcroft, Stretham. New development to include: 35 new private 
marketing housing units, 15 new affordable CLT owned housing units, new doctors surgery, 3 
business premises within CLT owned units and a 0.24ha extension to existing cemetery 

The Council resolved to raise no objections to this application. 


SWCLT. The planning application for Manor Farm has been submitted and comments should be 
submitted by 18th March 2014. The Council has been invited to the SWCLT AGM on Tuesday 25th 
March 2014 at 8pm at the Pavilion. 


A letter has been received from Stop Berry Fen Wind Farm (SBFWF) group looking for the support 
of the Council is opposing a wind farm being built between Haddenham and Aldreth. Stretham 
Parish Council has already opposed a possible wind farm application close to Stretham and fully 
supports the efforts of SBFWF. The Clerk will send a letter of support. 


A letter from Hundred Houses Society has been received inviting the Parish Council to the opening 
of the new development on Wilburton Road. The Council has opposed this development throughout 
the whole process and declined to attend. 


Councillor Langford has received a verbal complaint regarding the amount of Parish Council news 
noted in the Parish Newsletter. It is felt there is not enough. The Clerk agreed to put more 
information in. It was also mentioned that the Minutes of the Parish Council meetings are not on 
the website, the Clerk will arrange for the files to be uploaded as soon as possible. 


2014 03 24 p38 
... that a drain needed for Stretham council houses should run inside the recreation ground and join 


up... 


2014 04 01 PC 

A response to the further questions regarding the Saunders Piece Caravan site has been received. 
The question asked if the site was ever approved as a residential site and also asking for 
investigations around the settlement behind the toilet block. Enforcement confirmed there is no 
approval for the site to be used for long term residential however as the site has been approved by 
the Camping and Caravan Club, there is no restriction on the amount of time caravans can be 
pitched at the site. Enforcement will look into the settlement behind the toilet block. 


To consider proposed tree works at Ely Road Play Park. The Clerk has met with the Senior Tree 
Officer from ECDC, Cathy White, to discuss the trees at Ely Road Play Park and explain the 
problems that are caused to the surface due to the canopy of the trees covering the area. Ms White 
has made some recommendations that were shared with the Council. After discussion, it was agreed 
to put the job out to tender and then approach ECDC for half of the money as they own the 
land/trees. 


To consider B Veal Farming tenancy/rent situation and agree next steps. Correspondence was read 
from the Council's lawyers suggesting a breach of the Terms of the tenancy agreement between Mr 
R J Veal and Stretham Parish Council. A letter from Mrs E A Veal was read out offering an 
increase to £85 per acre. The whole matter was discussed in the detail and at length by the Council. 
It was firstly agreed that the increased offer of £85 per acre was too low as the Council has a 
responsibility to achieve its maximum rental potential and must satisfy the Auditor's requirements to 
do so. The Council then resolved to instruct Ashton KCJ to issue a Notice to Quit on the current 
AHA Tenancy between Mr R J Veal and Stretham Parish Council. This was proposed by 
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Councillor Speed and seconded by Councillor Paddock. All Councillors voted unanimously in 
favour of this resolution. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. The SWCLT AGM has just taken place and was very 
positive. Mr David Roth has joined as a Trustee of SWCLT and will particularly focus on the 
financial side of affairs. The issues around the access through Plantation Gate were explained to the 
Council. A planning decision is expected in June where the Planning Application will be put 
forward to the Planning Committee. If the application is successful, it is hoped work will start by 
the end of 2014. 


Footpaths - Cambridgeshire County Council has donated some new ‘kissing’ gates to be installed in 
and around Stretham on the footpaths. Councillor Petherick confirmed that Palmers the Farmers 
have kindly agreed to install the gates for free. 


2014 04 07 p33 
... have been rubberstamped. However villagers at Stretham and Wilburton will continue to fight 
proposals ... 


2014 04 07 p10 
... [Tina Fell] at Stretham community primary school for almost three decades said goodbye to 
colleagues ... retiring 


2014 04 16 p19 
... Berry Green farm passed peacefully away aged 92 years ... 


2014 04 18 p13 
Another solar farm in pipeline ... another mammoth solar farm could be on its way to the village of 
Stretham ... 


2014 05 02 
A few years ago in the row of houses where my mother lived in Stretham, (about 30 houses), two 
lived to be over 100, my mother 104 and another lady 102. There were also seven females who 


lived to be over 90. At present there are six or seven who are over 90 in Stretham. Two others, in 
care homes, celebrated 100" birthdays — letter 2014 05 02 


2014 05 06 PC 

Councillor Speed enquired as to whether the conditions have been discharged on the Lee 
Development. It was explained that the properties are now all occupied despite the fact the 
conditions are still not discharged. It was agreed to write a letter to the Planning Department at East 
Cambridgeshire District Council stating the Council’s disappointment at the handling of this 
planning application/approval. 


To consider cleaning of war memorials in Stretham. Councillor Parish explained that a member of 
the Feast Sub-Committee raised the possibility that the two war memorials in the village should 
receive a clean this year to mark the commemoration of the start of the Great War. It was agreed 
the Clerk would obtain some quotes for this work for consideration. It was noted that there is a 
Stone Mason at Wilburton who should be approached. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. The planning decision is awaited in June. Negotiation 
on the Dudley/Sennitt land to the south of Manor Farm is currently taking place 


An email from Kathryn Brown on behalf of Chris Attle has been received regarding the proposed 
wind turbines at Redhill Farm on land to the south of Stretham. There will be a Public Consultation 
take place at the Pavilion on Wednesday 28th May between 3pm and 7pm. It was agreed that all 
Councillors will attend the consultation to form an opinion in readiness for discussion at the June 
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meeting when this topic will be placed on the Agenda. Clerk to request copies of the photomontage 
to view at the next Council meeting. Clerk to invite the Stop Berry Fen Wind Farm group to the 
next meeting. 


Councillor Parish invited all Councillors and the Clerk to the opening of the Youth Centre on 
Wednesday 21st May 2014. 


2014 06 07 p8 
... emergency services including the East Anglian Air Ambulance were called to Cambridge Road, 
Stretham ... 


2014 06 03 p17 
Stretham youth centre has formally opened its doors after refurbishment, Janet Parish ... 


2014 06 03 PC 

The Council has received information from Cambridgeshire County Council that they will be 
considering piping footpath 11 and covering over the ditch. After discussion, the Council voted on 
a proposal to leave the ditch uncovered and patch up the footpath. Four out of the 7 councillors 
were in favour and this decision was carried. The Clerk to request a patch up job and to leave the 
ditch as it is. 


To discuss the Redhill Wind Farm proposals following on from the Public Consultation meeting. 

A number of Councillors and the Clerk had managed to attend the Public Consultation on the two 
proposed 100m high wind turbines at Redhill Farm. The Clerk produced the material which she has 
received on the proposed turbines and circulated the information. After lengthy discussion, it was 
agreed there is absolutely no merit to having two wind turbines so close to Stretham and the Council 
is very concerned at this prospect. The Council is not against renewable energy after supporting 
local solar farms however the turbines are obtrusive and unwanted. It was agreed to put an insert 
into the June newsletter to see what the village thinks and with the possibility of setting up a group 
much like the Stop Berry Fen Wind Farm Group. The Clerk was asked to write to ECDC to ensure 
the Council is consulted on all wind farm applications in a 10 mile radius of Stretham and also to 
vehemently oppose the Redhill Wind farm proposal. 


An email from Stretham Sporting was received requesting a reduction in the amount of rent they 
pay to the Council as the number of teams has reduced. The rent paid was only reviewed in 
February and it was agreed that the rent would not be reduced at this stage in time. The Clerk was 
also asked to communicate that no equipment/materials belonging to Stretham Sporting should be 
stored in the changing rooms. This follows on from some issues on Feast Day. 


Amenities — Councillor Parish reported that the dog poo pick organised at the beginning of May 
collected over 190 deposits. Councillor Murfitt reported that a child had recently fell over in some 
dog mess on the recreation ground. It was agreed to inform people via the newsletters that they can 
report persistent offenders to the Clerk anonymously. Doggie bags will also be hung on the bins for 
people to use. 


New Ely Road Play Area — good progress is being made with the NERPAP project. The sub- 
committee is currently waiting for a response from the Assets Committee on a new lease on the 


land. Questionnaires are about to be sent out to all children in the village via the school and other 
village community groups. 


2014 06 12 p13 
... of Top Street admitted possession of a class A drug 


2014 06 19 p16 
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... wants to open new recording studios in Stretham Road ... 


2014 06 19 p18 
... of thanks to this year’s Stretham Feast parade ... 


2014 07 01 PC 

To discuss the Redhill Windfarm proposal and update on progress . A total of 6 people responded to 
the flyer which was enclosed with the June Newsletter about the Redhill Windfarm proposal. It was 
agreed to host a meeting and Councillors Prevett and Parish agreed to attend and also represent the 
Council at future meetings. The Stop Berry Fen Wind Farm group will be invited to the initial 
meeting. It is still very uncertain if there is actually grid capacity and a connection available. The 
Clerk was asked to write to ECDC with this question. 


To consider tenders for cleaning of the war memorials. The following tenders were received: 


Ivett & Read Declined to tender 
P A Hibble Declined to tender 
Cambridge Stonecraft £941.00 


It was proposed by Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor Sandland to accept the tender 
from Cambridge Stonecraft of £941.00. The Council voted to accept the Cambridge Stonecraft 
tender. The Clerk was asked to investigate grants available for this work. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. the planning application for Manor Farm will go 
forward for decision at the Planning Committee meeting tomorrow (2nd July). Councillors were 
encouraged to attend. The application has been written up for approval. 


Amenities Working Party — Councillor Parish reported that problems had been experienced at the 
Parish Rooms with a booking on Saturday 28th June 2014. A small table was damaged beyond 
repair, the ladies toilet door had been damaged and the tables and chairs had been left out and the 
venue required extra time cleaning. The Caretaker had spent an additional 2.5 hours cleaning the 
venue. The Clerk reported that the £200 deposit cheque had been banked and that she would be 
writing to Mr Coupland (the hirer) with a breakdown of the damage and costs to repair. 


New Ely Road Play Area Sub-Committee—the Questionnaires have now been sent out to all children 
in the village via the school and other village community groups and are due for return by 23rd July 
at which point they will be assessed and summarised by Brian Attaway. Councillor Parish reported 
that a verbal price to buy the land which the play area is situated on had been made indirectly in the 
sum of £2500. The Sub-Committee took the decision to decline this offer if it is made formal in 
favour of a new lengthy lease. Full Council called this decision into question and a lengthy 
discussion around the powers and role of sub-Committees took place and the benefits of purchasing 
the land. The Clerk was asked to provide clarification on the role and powers of a Sub-Committee 
at the next meeting and also to place the discussion/decision on purchase or lease on the Agenda if 
and when a formal offer is made. Councillor Parish was upset by this decision. 

Councillor Taylor informed the meeting that Stretham Players has reformed which the Council all 
agreed is great news. Stretham Players will now be putting on the Panto in February 2015 however 
the cost of hiring the Parish Rooms for all the rehearsals and performances was not possible with the 
money available. It was proposed by Councillor Patherick to allow Stretham Players to use the 
Parish Rooms for the cost of 50p per each ticket sold for the performances. This proposal was 
seconded by Councillor Speed and all Councillors voted unanimously in favour. 


2014 07 19 p8 
... crews extinguished a blaze in the roof of a bungalow in Green End, Stretham ... 


2014 07 29 p10 
... farm in Cambridge Road Stretham. The plan which has been lodged with ECDC ... 
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2014 07 30 p12 
... for Stretham are opposed by protestors who say wind farms destroy peace and tranquillity but we 
do... 


2014 08 01 p5 
... a trip to Hannams Wake near Stretham to find out about wakeboarding ... 


2014 08 05 PC 

The Chairman opened the meeting with the sad news that Councillor Edward Langford sadly passed 
away on Ist August 2014. Councillor Langford was a Councillor for nearly 45 years and made an 
exceptional contribution to the Council. A one minute silence was held. 


One member of the public was present, Mr Andrew Pearson representing the newly formed group to 
oppose the Stretham Wind Farm. Mr Pearson explained that two meetings have so far taken place 
and County Councillor Bill Hunt attended the first meeting. Two representatives of the Stop Berry 
Fen Wind Farm Group also attended which was very helpful. The group requested assistance from 
the Parish Council in the form of: - to offer the group the use of the Parish Rooms or Pavilion as a 
meeting place as they have not yet been able to fund raise - to cover the cost of printing a flyer to be 
distributed by the group around the entire village 


To consider planning applications. - 14/00769/FUL — Red Hill Farm, Stretham, Erection of 2 x wind 
turbines. Following on from the discussion within the Public Participation section of the meeting, 
the Council took the unanimous decision to oppose the application. It was agreed that the Clerk 
would meet with Councillor Prevett to put together the objection letter. 


14/00799/V AR — Lazy Otter Meadows, Removal of condition. The Council unanimously agreed to 
object to this application for the following reasons:The original planning approval is for short 
holiday lets not for permanent residential usage. This restriction was made for good reason and is 
not unreasonable or unnecessary. Areas 1 and 2 are meant solely for holiday lets and are well 
outside the development envelope within Stretham. The Lazy Otter area is meant for tourism and 
there is no infrastructure in the immediate area for more residential properties putting more strain on 
the amenities in the centre of the village including the doctor’s surgery and school. 


To make a decision on land valuations. For the purpose of holding an accurate asset register, the 
internal auditor had recommended that the land the Parish Council own be valued. The Clerk had 
instructed Cheffins to complete this task however the estimate for this work is £750 to value 4 
pieces of land. The fee was felt to be high and a decision was made for the Clerk to provide 
Councillor Petherick will all the information on the land and he will seek the necessary information. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. The planning application for Manor Farm was 
approved with some conditions by the Planning Committee on 2nd July 2014. A transport 
assessment is still to be completed. The Council were very pleased to hear this news and see the 
progress the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust is making 


A letter has been received from Ashton KCJ on Veal Land Tenancy. It was agreed to continue to 
issue a Notice to Quit and to also offer a new 5 year Farm Business Tenancy at rental of £100 per 
acre. This was proposed by Councillor Prevett and seconded by Councillor Taylor. 


An email from Councillor Bill Hunt was received to inform the Council that the land the Ely Road 
Play Area is built on will be gifted to the Parish Council. The Council now await written 


confirmation of the offer. 


An email of complaint was received from Mrs Blickem regarding noise pollution and inappropriate 
behavior at recent private bookings at the Parish Rooms. Mrs Blickem lives across the road from 
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the Parish Rooms and states that the disturbance is affecting her family’s lives. It was agreed that 
Councillor Parish and the Clerk would review the Hire Conditions with a view to tightening them 
around noise for example by closing doors and windows after 22.00. Signs will also be erected to 
respect people living in the area. It was not felt appropriate to ask the Caretaker to visit each private 
booking to check all is running smoothly, it is inevitable that some disturbance will occur living 
close to venues for public hire. Clerk to respond 


Two emails requesting the removal of the grass verge outside 16 and 16A Reads Street were 
received. The Council is not in favour of removal of the grass verges in Reads Street as it is felt 
they are part of the character of the road. 


Amenities Working Party — The Clerk reported the breakdown of costs involved with the damage 
caused to the Parish Rooms by the Coupland booking. It was agreed to charge for the damaged 
table and the repair to the toilet door totalling £96.00. The additional hours incurred by the 
Caretaker for cleaning and the Clerks time in dealing with the matter will not be charged. A cheque 
in the sum of £104.00 will be returned to Mr Coupland. 


Concerns were raised by Councillor Roberts and Councillor Parish regarding the closeness of the 
graves in the new section at the cemetery and also one grave that is somewhat out of line. 
Councillor Parish and the Clerk will meet at the cemetery to look at this problem and also look at 
what other areas need attention. 


2014 06 24 

Annual parish meeting 

Stretham 

Mike Petty <mikepetty 13a@ gmail.com> 

Tue, 24 Jun 2014, 14:19 

please might I have a copy of the report of the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust that 
was presented to the recent Annual Parish meeting 


2014 06 24 EM 

Rachel Watts <stretham.clerk@ gmail.com> 

Tue, 24 Jun 2014, 20:27 

Hello Mike 

Thanks for your email. There was no formal report presented by SWCLT. Mr Nigel Brown, 
Trustee of SWCLT gave a verbal update to those attending. The Parish Council (and any public 
attending the Parish Council meetings) receive an update each month which is noted in the Minutes. 


2014 06 26 EM 

Mike Petty <mikepetty13a@ gmail.com> 
Thu, 26 Jun 2014, 19:02 

Thanks, thats what I thought 


2014 08 13 p4 
Plans to erect two wind turbines at Stretham have been ... [turned down] 


2014 09 02 PC 

The Clerk confirmed all actions were completed from the last meeting. A response regarding the 
possibility of a puffin crossing replacing the current zebra crossing on Wilburton Road (A1123) has 
been received. The cost to do this would be in the region of £80,000 and Highways would only 
commit £10,000. The Road Safety Team highlighted in the response that there had been no major 
accidents close to or on the crossing and would not support the request to change. The Council felt 
very disappointed at this response. The Council is in no position to put forward £70,000 and was 
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saddened that there has to be an accident before action is taken. One alternative put forward was to 
purchase zebrites at a cost of £4,000, the Clerk was asked to investigate. 


Following on from the sad passing of Edward Langford, it was necessary to appoint a new Vice 
Chairperson of the Parish Council. Councillor Paddock proposed Councillor Parish and this was 
seconded by Councillor Sandland. Councillor Speed made a counter proposal for Councillor 
Petherick to fill the role and this was seconded by Councillor Prevett. Both proposed Councillor left 
the room whilst a vote took place. The results of the vote appointed Councillor Kier Petherick to 
the role of Vice Chairperson. 

14/00839/ESF, Construction of a solar farm, Stowbridge Farm, Green End, Stretham 

This application is for a new solar farm. After careful consideration, it was proposed by Councillor 
Parish to raise no objections to this application. This was seconded by Councillor Murfitt and all 
Councillors voted in favour apart from Councillor Prevett 


14/0068 1/FUL, Change of use to land for up to 10 caravans, Saunders Piece, Ely Road, Little 
Thetford. Many councillors felt there are already enough caravan parks in the area and also have 
concerns regarding the settlement of caravans behind the toilet block at this site that appear to be 
permanent. It was proposed by Councillor Parish to object to this application on those grounds and 
this was seconded by Councillor Prevett. All Councillors were in favour apart from Councillor 
Paddock. 


An email from Mr Maggs has been received informing the Council that his fence was stolen from 
the rear of his property on High Street. The Council are very sorry to hear that Mr Maggs’ fence 
was stolen. Aside from maintaining the footpath that runs behind Mr Maggs’ property and the 
church, the Council has no involvement with the owner of the field. The Council understands that a 
Mr Godfrey Parish owns the field however does not have his contact details. 


An email from Ian Stewart has been received regarding the drainage of water at the bottom of High 
Street and Chapel Street. The recent heavy rain caused some minor flooding. Councillor Petherick 
agreed to speak to Jeremy Sadler to help resolve the problems. 


Councillor Parish and the Clerk have met at the cemetery and agreed actions. A complaint has been 
made by Mrs Edwards about some damage to her husband’s grave. An ornament has been damaged 
and the grave digger went over Mr Edwards’s grave to dig the Langford grave. Ely Funeral Service 
has been informed and Truelink has been informed about the damaged ornament. The Council are 
sorry to see that distress has been caused however cannot replace the ornament as there is no 
complete proof as to who damaged it. 


2014 09 01 p9 
Peoples health. Dr Pamela Kenny a GP at Haddenham and Stretham from 1986 until 2006 and 
currently 


2014 09 13 p19 
The 14th-century cross at Stretham is in danger of collapsing 


2014 09 25 
Ellee Seymour writes ‘Shopgirls’ book [cutt] 


2014 10 PC 

Councillors Roberts and Petherick declared an interested in item 12 on the Agenda, specifically 
planning application14/00013/FUM in their capacity as trustees of the Stretham and Wilburton 
Community Land Trust. 


Veal tenancy — a full update was provided to the Council. The Notice to Quit has been issued and 
Mrs Veal has been on the telephone to the Clerk and has sent a letter confirming she wishes to put 
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forward an offer of £90 per acre however the Notice to Quit be withdrawn. After careful 
consideration, the Council resolved to proceed with the Notice to Quit as the current lease has been 
breached. 


A complaint has been received against Joanne Paddock (who has since resigned from the Council) 
regarding her conduct. The complaint was explained to the Council. Councillor Roberts and the 
Clerk met with Mrs Paddock to discuss the complaint and Mrs Paddock subsequently made an 
apology. The Clerk has responded to the complainant. 


The Clerk made a request to purchase Microsoft Publisher for approximately £110 and this was 
approved. The Clerk also requested to attend Election Day training in readiness for May 2015 at a 
cost of £104 and this was approved. This expenditure was proposed by Councillor Murfitt and 
seconded by Councillor Prevett, all in agreement. 


The Clerk explained that the number of teams Stretham Sporting currently has in existence is now 5 
teams. Stretham Sporting currently pay £2160. Other football clubs are charged at £300 per 
annum/per team to use the SSRC facility as a whole. After lengthy discussion, it was resolved that 
the rent that Stretham Sporting pay should be reduce to £1500 per annum to accurately reflect the 
number of teams and ensure fairness across the users. The Clerk was asked to point out the effect 
this reduction will have on the village with the Council meeting increased costs in maintaining and 
keeping open SSRC. 


To discuss partnership with Stretham Youth Centre. Councillor Parish explained that Stretham 
Youth Centre is going forward to apply for £5,000 for funding for a photography project via 
Children’s Links. The aim of the project is to create an information pack for new people moving to 
the village. Stretham Youth Centre would like to partner with Stretham Parish Council for this 
project and there will be no initial outlay. It was agreed to partner Stretham Youth Centre for this 
project and the Clerk will meet with them to agree the involvement. 


- 14/01042/FUL, Bridge House, Green End. After careful consideration, it was agreed to object to 
this application for the following reasons: - Flood risk - Outside of development envelope - 
Increased traffic on Green End single track. Proposed by Councillor Parish, seconded by Councillor 
Prevett, all in agreement. 


Planning decisions were reviewed. The Council were disappointed with the decision relating to 
Lazy Otter Meadows. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillors Roberts and Petherick provided a full 
update to the Council. The ECDC Planning Committee will meet on 17th October and it is hoped 
that full consent will be given. The Archaeological dig has been completed and is satisfactory. It is 
hoped that work will start on the site early in 2015 


A letter from Neville Bussingham was read out about the damage caused to Brook Lane by farm 
machinery. These concerns will be passed onto SWCLT and Highways. 


An email from Amanda Coleman was read out regarding an injury sustained in Reads Street on a 
grass verge that is worn away. The Council was very sorry to hear of the accident. The verge is not 
owned or maintained by the Council and the matter will be sent onto Pam Joyce in the Highways 
Department. The Parish Council does not wish to see the grass verges removed and the Clerk was 
asked to reiterate this point to Pam Joyce. 


2014 11 04 PC 
Councillors Roberts and Petherick declared an interested in item 12 on the Agenda, in their capacity 
as trustees of the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust. 
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To discuss Stretham Sporting rent and current issues 

Following on from the Council notifying Stretham Sporting that their rent was to be reduced from 
£2160 to £1500 per annum to reflect the current number of teams, further correspondence was 
received indicating Stretham Sporting require a further reduction as the All Weather Pitch is not ina 
fit state. The Council became aware that the cost of using other fa-cilities in nearby villages is 
being passed onto the parents as an additional cost, thus cover-ing this cost. The Council has a 
responsibility for balancing out the money spent on SSRC over the whole community and cannot 
commit to further rent reductions when financial losses are generally made. The Council very much 
values the work done by Stretham Sporting with the youth of Stretham and surrounding villages and 
would not want to see Stretham Sporting re-locate. The Clerk informed the Council that the User 
Agreement had still not been returned and the rent not paid. It was proposed by Councillor Parish to 
write to Stretham Sporting explaining why the rent could not be reduced further and asking for the 
rent to be paid and the User Agreement returned by 30th November. This was seconded by 
Councillor Petherick and all Councillors were in agreement. The Clerk was asked to investigate the 
costs of a multi-user surface being installed as well as tarmacking the surface. This will then be 
placed back on the Agenda when the options and prices are available. 

To consider an idea to raise funds to maintain SSRC 

Councillor Taylor put forward an idea to turn the main room of the Pavilion into Tea Rooms and 
has two people interested in pursuing this idea. The idea was talked through. The Council agreed 
they like the idea but would not want direct involvement (the room would be rented out). It was 
agreed to put the information into the Newsletter to see if there is any in-terest in the development 
of a Community Café or similar. 


Councillors Roberts provided a full update to the Council. The ECDC Planning Committee gave 
full planning consent in October. The Council were very pleased to hear this news. Laragh 
Homes are not [SIC] putting out contracts for construction ready for Phase 1 to start early next year. 


An email has been received from Olivia Petherick on behalf of St James Church asking if the Parish 
Council would like to join the church for their Remembrance Sunday. It was agreed that as the 
Parish Council has already communicated their arrangements in the October newsletter, these plans 
will be upheld. The Council would like to liaise with the Church in September next year so plans 
can be made and communicated well in advance of the event. The Church would also like to use 
the Parish Rooms on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month for Sunday Club as they have outgrown 
the small glass room at the back of the church. The church is currently struggling for funds and 
would not be able to meet the current rental fees. All Councillors agreed they value the work the 
church does within the community and for children. It was proposed by Councillor Speed to offer 
the church free use of the Parish Rooms however they must be cleaned afterwards so no money is 
spent on the Caretaker cleaning up. The Council would also ask for free use of the small glass room 
for meetings if necessary. The proposal was seconded by Councillor Taylor and all were in 
agreement. 


An email from Jenny Kidd has been received about an accident her son Robert had at the Recreation 
ground on some concreate around a hole. Councillor Murfitt agreed to investigate this. 


Eleanor’s Field Working Party — Councillor Parish offered to take the development of Eleanor’s 
Field forward and all those in attendance agreed this is a good idea. A meeting will be arranged and 
this will be advertised in the Newsletter. It was agreed that it would be preferable to have Mr 
Andrew Fountain involved as he is very knowledgeable in this area. Councillor Roberts will 
remove the mid-section fence as soon as the Clerk obtains the keys to the padlocks back from 
Truelink. Councillor Parish will put together a Terms of Reference to establish an Eleanor’s Field 
Sub-Committee for agreement at the next full Council meeting. 


2014 12 PC 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillors Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. The Section 106 Agreement should be signed very soon. Once this is signed, the full 
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planning consent will be signed off. There will be more consultation with the village very soon and 
there has already been lots of interest in the CLT properties. 


Veal tenancy — the deadline to reply to the Notice to Quit has now expired and the Notice has not 
been contested. The Clerk was asked to inform Ashton KCJ to acknowledge that the Notice was not 
contested and the arrangements thereafter. The Council unanimously agreed to approach Mrs Betty 
Veal with an offer of a New Farm Business Tenancy, 5 years at £90 an acre. The Chairman and 
Clerk will arrange a meeting with Mrs Veal in due course. 


A letter from the owner of Beach Babies Day Nursery was received thanking the Council for their 
support with the planning application in 2013. The nursery is now open and the Councillors were 
invited to visit to take a look around. 


2014 12 29 
Appley ever after ...cider-making at Stretham where Charles Roberts brews Pickled Pig Cider. 2014 
12 29 CN 


-0-0-2015-0-0- 


2015 02 03 PC 

Mr Tim Bent and Mr Clive Judd spoke to the Council about the Dimmocks Cote Quarry Planning 
Application based between Stretham and Wicken. The applicant is applying to extend the quarry 
and to import inert landfill into the quarry. This has caused great concern in Wicken. The traffic 
travelling through Stretham would increase considerably. There would be on average an additional 
36,000 lorry movements through the village each year. The Council thanked Mr Bent and Mr Judd 
for attending the meeting and making the Council aware of the local concerns. 


Peta Crawshaw from Balfour Beatty attended the meeting and explained the situation in full to the 
Councillors in relation to the new street lighting being erected. All street lighting in 
Cambridgeshire is being replaced due to poor state however 10% (approximately 6000) street lights 
will not be replaced to cut costs. The new lights will be dimmed between 10pm and 6am. The 
Council expressed their concerns that no consultation with the Parish has taken place before the 
work started. Distribution of information directly to all properties in Stretham was patchy. 
Residents’ concerns were passed on and particular concerns around a street light being permanently 
removed at the junction of Green End and King Cob were expressed. Agenda point 14 was covered 
in this section of the meeting. 


Councillor Roberts explained that the Councils main concern is the heritage lighting in the centre of 
Stretham on High Street and Chapel Street. These columns were installed in 1998 at great cost in 
this area of the Conservation Area and are scheduled to be ripped up. Ms Crawshaw explained that 
these cast iron columns are not classed as historic and that she requires an exact installation date of 
the seven heritage columns before any decision can be made. Councillor Roberts is already seeking 
this information from ECDC and communication will continue with Balfour Beatty after the 
meeting. Councillor Roberts asked for common sense to prevail and for proper consultation to 
happen. 


The Transfer documents have been received from ECDC for signature to transfer the ownership of 
the Ely Road play area land to Stretham Parish Council. The Chairman and Clerk signed the two 
copies of the Transfer documents and this was witness by Councillor Joanne Taylor. 


To consider approval of two Ely Road Play Area tenders from Wickstead and Hags SMP. 
Councillor Parish explained that five tenders were received and following a strict scoring process, 
two of the tenders (Hags SMP and Wickstead) have been taken to the next stage. It was proposed 
by Councillor Parish and seconded by Councillor Taylor to approve the two designs and the Council 
unanimously agreed. The children of the village will now vote on their favourite design. The 
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funding application will be submitted to WREN middle of March and the Council will learn if it has 
been successful at the end of July. If successful, it is likely work will start at the beginning of 
September. It was agreed to seek permission to remove two more trees as the coverage the trees 
provide causes the surface to become slippery. 


To consider proposal put forward by Mr James Hool in relation to other uses for the Pavilion. The 
Council is always looking at ways to achieve better income at the Pavilion. Mr James Hool put 
forward a proposal to adapt the main room at the Pavilion into Stretham Village Café and this was 
shared with the Council. It was felt that this idea would need some considerable investment to 
adapt the building and this is not something that the Council would be able to cover. The Council 
would not want direct involvement with any adaptions and the building would be offered on a 
commercial basis. A letter has also been received from Mr and Mrs Rippingale of Wilburton 
regarding the possibility of setting up a children’s day nursery in the Pavilion. The Council agreed 
to go back to both parties and request a full proposal including costings for modifications to the 
building. 


E/3008/14/CM - Dimmocks Cote Quarry, Stretham Road, Wicken - Extension to Quarry for 
extraction of limestone, provision of new storage building, importation of inert fill, recycling of 
inert material and revised restoration. The Council agreed to oppose the application for the 
following reasons: The A1123 is already a very busy road that travels directly through Stretham and 
Wicken. This is totally unacceptable for this to happen right through the heart of these villages. 
Stretham Parish Council has already raised many safety concerns to Highways regarding vehicles, 
especially HGV’s and tractors, travelling through Stretham at speed and totally missing or ignoring 
the pedestrian crossing. Stretham Parish Council has just installed Zebrite Belisha Beacons at the 
crossing to increase visibility. The crossing links the Recreation Ground where many children play 
with the rest of the village. The pavements are also very narrow on one particular corner and many 
HGV’s mount the pavement. The landfill requirements of Cambridgeshire are already covered 
through to 2026, the Council questions why this site is required. The area in question is already a 
Site of Scientific Interest and a Nature Reserve. The Council cannot understand why an inert 
landfill would be based right next door. There are concerns of water pollution and how this would 
be monitored. There is no information on the types of inert waste that would be brought into the 
site 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillors Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. All is progressing well with the Manor Farm project and the footings will go in around 
June 2015. 


To receive an update on progress of the Investing in Future Communities Project. Councillor Parish 
informed the meeting that the children involved in this project have named it the ITS Project. The 
children have completed a list of likes and dislikes about the village. There are many likes and the 
dislikes are mainly around dog mess and graffiti. The children have started to interview local 
people and the project is progressing well. A Toy Swop has been organised for 28th February at the 
Youth Centre. 


An email from Stretham Sporting has been received asking for clarification from the Council as to 
whether a second All Weather Pitch would be supported. The Council unanimously agreed that this 
idea is just not workable. 


Amenities Working Party — the trees have been felled at the cemetery. A grave stone has been 
erected that is too big and breaches the Cemetery Rules. Council approval was given at 30 inches 
width however it measures 36 inches. It was agreed that the Clerk will write to the Stone masons 
explaining the problem and asking for rectification. 
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Eleanor’s Field Working Party — still waiting for the ground to dry out before the mid-section can be 
removed. 


2015 03 03 PC 

Street Lights — the 7 Heritage Lights in the High Street will be saved at an annual cost to the 
Council of £490. A good number of emails and phone calls have been received from concerned 
residents which have been passed onto Balfour Beatty. Clerk asked to investigate what is covered 
in the annual fee of £490. 


Ely Road Play Area Land - The sealed Transfer document has been received from ECDC so the 
land now belongs to Stretham Parish Council. All that is left to do is to apply for the transfer to be 
registered with the Land Registry, Miriam Brown could assist with this. A letter of thanks for the 
gift has been sent. The Funding Application will be submitted to WREN by 18th March. 
Dimmock’s Cote Quarry — letter of objection sent no further news. 


Redhill Wind Farm - Planning at ECDC called to say the Environmental Statement is still not 
sufficient and has been returned to the applicant. They have asked the applicant for a vague 
timescale on their response and Planning will pass this on if they hear anything. 


The footpath between Fieldside and Green End has been repaired. The new trees will be planted at 
the Recreation Ground by Truelink Ltd very soon. All correspondence responded to. 


Mr Chantler and Mrs Rippingale-Chantler attended the meeting to explain they would be interested 
in setting up a Day Nursery at the Pavilion. For many years, the Parish Council has been financially 
supporting Stretham Sports and Recreation Centre (SSRC) and has been looking at ways to increase 
income. This idea is in the very early stages however further information was requested to see if 
this is feasible. The Pavilion would still be able to be used by the village football teams. The 
Council requested a Business Plan and a meeting will be arranged prior to the next full Council 
meeting. 


Mr Breedon and Mr Stuart attended the meeting to talk about the possibility of some Calisthenics 
equipment at the Recreation Ground. Further information was requested prior to this idea being 
taken forward. Consultation with the village would be required to get an indication of what 
residents would like to see at the Recreation Ground. 


To discuss legal claim made against Stretham Parish Council. Councillors Parish, Bright and Taylor 
left the room whilst this Agenda item was discussed. The Clerk updated the Council with regards to 
a legal claim being made against the Council relating to an accident at the Parish Rooms on Sunday 
8th February 2015 whilst under the Hire of Stretham Players. The Clerk has the matter in hand and 
will update the Council as the matter progresses. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillors Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. Good progress is being made and is all running to plan. The Meadowcroft fencing will be 
worked on first along with the tree and shrub planting. Laragh Homes are organising a newsletter to 
be distributed in Stretham and Wilburton. 


The Clerk placed a request to the Council to purchase a laptop to be used purely for Council 
business. The Clerk currently uses her own PC which is now old and slow. It was proposed by 
Councillor Parish to allow the Clerk to purchase a laptop up to the value of £500 and also Office 
365 for an annual fee of up to £80. This proposal was seconded by Councillor Simpson and all 
Councillors were in agreement. 


A letter has been received from W Kent Memorials regarding the Pearce Memorial being too large. 
They apologise for the internal mistake that has been made and ask for this sensitive matter to be 


overlooked on this occasion. The Council discussed this carefully and took the decision that 
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although very sympathetic to this situation, this cannot be overlooked as it is opening up the Council 
to further breaches of the Cemetery Rules. Clerk to respond. 


Ely Road Play Area Sub-Committee — The Hags SMP design has been chosen by the children of the 
village and the application to WREN will be submitted by 18th March. 


Councillor Prevett asked if it is correct for Jubilee Gardens to be used as a dog training area. 
Councillor Parish explained that dogs are allowed in Jubilee Gardens and that as long as any dog 
mess is cleared up, it is OK. 


Councillor Roberts raised the issue of double parking in Top Street. Clerk to put a stern warning in 
the Newsletter that any vehicles double parked will be reported to the Police. 


2015 03 05 EM 

Formation of Stretham Parish Council 

Rachel Watts <stretham.clerk@ gmail.com> 

Thu, 5 Mar 2015, 09:40 

Iam currently preparing a Funding Application to be submitted to WREN for the Ely Road Play 
Area. One of the questions on the form is:When did your Organisation start? 

Thus, I need to establish when Stretham Parish Council was started/formed. Do you know the 
answer to this with all your historic knowledge? I will approach ECDC if you are not sure. 


2015 03 05 EM 

Mike Petty <mikepetty 13a@ gmail.com> 

Thu, 5 Mar 2015, 09:47 

The first meeting of the Stretham Parish Council was Feb 1895,clerk was W H Sennitt. 
Hope that will help. 

Mike 


2015 03 05 EM 

Rachel Watts <stretham.clerk@ gmail.com> 
Thu, 5 Mar 2015, 09:55 

That's brilliant Mike, thanks so much. 


2015 04 02 
Red Lion: new chapter for Pages, take over as licencee [cutt] [scan] 


2015 04 07 PC 

The meeting was attended by a good number of Stretham residents come to talk about local issues. 
Richard Breedon and Doug Stuart attended the meeting to put forward their proposal for a Bar Park 
on the Recreation Ground. The Council were in support of taking this idea forward and Councillor 
Taylor agreed to work on this proposal. 


Mr Richard Dickerson attended to talk about a safety concern around the lack of lighting at the Hay 
Fen Close junction. The Clerk has received a number of concerns regarding dark areas/unlit 
junctions and it was agreed to arrange a meeting with Balfour Beatty at the sites of concern to see 
what can be done. 


Emma Grima from East Cambridgeshire District Council attended the meeting to explain to the 
Council what CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) money can be spent on. The Community 
Infrastructure Levy is a planning charge, introduced by the Planning Act 2008 as a tool for local 
authorities in England and Wales to help deliver infrastructure to support the development of their 
area. Stretham has received two payments so far in the sum of £729 and £1588 and the Council has 
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5 years to allocate it. The money can be spent on improvements to village halls and play equipment 
etc. 


The Council carefully considered the views of a number of residents attending the meeting in 
relation to the planning application at Meadow Farm, Fieldside. There were considerable concerns 
about the loss of privacy if a first floor was added to the existing bungalow. Mr Hopkins felt sure 
there is a restriction on the bungalows in Fieldside stopping a first floor being erected. 


The Council received a letter from Stretham Sporting Football Club regarding the state of the All 
Weather Pitch. The current carpet surface will be removed imminently so the surface underneath 
can be assessed. The Council is currently considering all the options with the Pavilion building and 
the All Weather Pitch. At this present time, there are no definite plans until professional advice has 
been sought. The Contract will need amending to reflect that the All Weather Pitch is not useable. 
The Clerk informed the meeting that Stretham Sporting has an outstanding invoice of £750. 
Stretham Sporting will be asked to pay this by the end of April or the keys should be returned. 
Clerk to respond. 


To consider Day Nursery Proposal from Mrs Rippingale-Chantler. Councillors Roberts, Petherick 
and Parish and the Clerk have met with Mrs Rippingale-Chantler and her parents to discuss the Day 
Nursery proposal put forward to Mrs Rippingale-Chantler. The meeting was a very positive 
meeting openly discussing how this proposal could work and what issues could arise. It was agreed 
for the Clerk to contact the Charity Commission in the first instance to obtain approval for this 
change in use although the Pavilion would still remain for use for sport. It was proposed by 
Councillor Parish and Seconded by Councillor Speed to meet 50% of the architect fees as a joint 
instruction with Mrs Rippengale-Chantler and all Councillors were in favour. 


15/00201/FUL — Meadow Farm, Fieldside — Proposed first floor extension to existing bungalow and 
other alterations. After careful consideration, it was proposed by Councillor Parish and seconded by 
Councillor Simpson to raise objections to the Meadow Farm, Fieldside application for a proposed 
first floor extension to an existing bungalow. The objections include that it would not be in keeping 
with the surrounding properties and it would be intrusive to surrounding properties. All Councillors 
in favour to raise objections. 


15/00300/FUL — Falcon Service Area, Cambridge Road — Temporary Change of use (3 years) to 
Animal Experience Centre and retention of temporary lean-to. No objections 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillors Roberts and Petherick provided a full 
update to the Council. A letter/newsletter is going out to all properties in Stretham and Wilburton 
with a full update including information on a potential site at Wilburton and also the additional 
Dudley/Sennitt land being including in the Manor Farm project. 


To receive an update on progress of the Investing in Future Communities Project. Councillor Parish 
informed the meeting that the launch of the Village Welcome Pack went very well at the Youth 
Centre and will prove to be a valuable asset for the Parish Council to supply to new people moving 
to the Village. The children working on the project have made a YouTube film and have really 
enjoyed being involved. 


Councillor Nuttall updated the meeting on the progress of the Stop Stretham Wind Farm Group. 
The current Environmental Statement supplied by the Applicant is inadequate and has been returned 
for improvement. A bat survey is required among other requests. The group also had a very 
positive meeting with the Planning Department at ECDC. 


2015 05 05 PC 


The Clerk currently has no scanning capabilities at home and it was proposed by Councillor Murfitt 
that the Council purchase a scanner to use to stop them Clerk travelling into Ely each time a 
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document requires scanning. All Councillors in agreement up to the cost £150, assistance can be 
provided with the selection by Councillor Nuttall. 


An email from the Chairman of Stretham Sporting has been received regarding a public meeting 
being held on Wednesday 6th May regarding the future of the club in Stretham. The club are 
considering their options with the All Weather Pitch at Stretham being in an usable state. 
Councillor Taylor informed the meeting that she will be in attendance at the meeting in her capacity 
as a member of Stretham Football Club. 


Councillor Roberts ran over the history of SSRC and how it has cost the Parish Council £16,000 
over the last 3 years to keep it open and functioning. The rent was reduced in October from £2190 
per year to £1500 to reflect the reduction in teams. The Council are still very committed to 
supporting the facility to remain open but cannot justify a further reduction in rent at this point in 
time. It was agreed that Stretham Sporting FC should be left to make the decision as a Club as to 
what the future holds. The rent invoice of £750.00 remains unpaid and it was proposed by 
Councillor Parish to ask for the keys to be returned. All Councillors in agreement. 


The Clerk updated in the Councillors in relation to further correspondence received from Mrs 
Coleman of 16A Reads Street regarding the eroding grass verges outside her property and Mrs 
Compton’s property at number 16. The Clerk has obtained a quote from Pam Joyce at the Highways 
Department to have the verges reinstated including the installation of kerbing. This has come in at 
£4500.00 and Highways are looking for a contribution towards this work from the Parish Council. 
There was some uncertainty if the cost of £4500 covered all the verges in Reads Street and the Clerk 
agreed to seek clarification. The Clerk was also asked to contact Mrs Coleman and Mrs Compton 
and explain that their vehicles will be pushed further into the highway and that no highway 
widening would be undertaken. 


15/00390/LBC - The Old Rectory, 40 High Street — Repairs to Barn located within the curtilage of 
The Old Rectory. After careful consideration by the Council, it was proposed by Councillor Murfitt 
to raise no objections to this planning application. This was seconded by Councillor Parish, all in 
agreement. 


14/01047/FUL — Morning Meadow, Grunty Fen — WITHDRAWN. The Clerk has requested further 
information on the withdrawal and the following information was received: The application has 
been withdrawn by the applicant following advice that his application was unlikely to be successful. 
The withdrawal does not therefore mean that planning permission would not be required. The 
applicant had made the application on the basis that the dwelling was for a rural worker. As a rural 
business is not operating from the site the applicant could not have met the policy requirements for 
such a proposal. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. The AGM will be held on 14th May and all Councillors are invited to attend. The 27th 
July is the official date for work to commence at Manor Farm. 


To receive an update on progress of the Investing in Future Communities Project. Councillor Parish 
informed the meeting that the project is now finished and should be removed as a rolling Agenda 
item. The cost of printing the Village Information brochure should be considered at the time when 
the Precept is set. 


Ely Road Play Area Sub-Committee — Councillor Parish proposed the closure of the Ely Road Play 


Area due to safety concerns. This was agreed by all Councillors as the safety of the users is 
paramount. 
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Councillor Parish informed the meeting that Donna Bright is setting up an Over 60’s Singing Group 
and would like to ask for the first meeting to be rent free. It was proposed by Councillor Taylor that 
the Council be supportive of this venture and all were in agreement. 


2015 05 19 PC 


2015 05 16 
Portraits capture ordinary lives: Robert Crack paints portraits of thirty Stretham villagers. 2015 05 
16 CN 


2015 06 02 PC 

Street Lights — Balfour Beatty have confirmed nothing will be done to assist in the areas causing 
concerns in the village. It was agreed the Clerk should write to Cambridgeshire County Council and 
Balfour Beatty, clearly identifying the two specific areas of safety concern, namely Green End/King 
Cob and Hay Fen/Reads Street. 


A meeting with Liz Miller (Architect) took place at the Pavilion on 14th May and the Clerk is 
attempting to locate the original drawings to pass onto Ms Miller to save some time and money. 


Representatives from Stretham Sporting FC attended the meeting to explain that the club are now at 
a crossroads with regards to where they will train next season. The All Weather Pitch is now in an 
unfit state to be played on due to the torn surface. The club has consulted with the parents of the 
players and there is a strong desire to remain playing in Stretham. Councillor Roberts explained 
that the Council is committed to keeping sporting teams in the Village. James Baggley explained he 
would be help to help secure funding to replace the surface and Neil Twitchett felt the cost would be 
between £7-10K. The Club has already managed to secure a grant of £500. 


Doug Stuart and Richard Breedon attended the meeting to update the Council on the Bar Park 
proposal and to agree a way forward with this. Councillor Parish explained that a questionnaire has 
been put together to seek the opinions of everyone living in Stretham as to what they would like to 
see happen at the Recreation ground. The Planning Department should also be approached at 
ECDC to check if planning permission would be required. The Clerk will action this. The results 
of the questionnaire will be ready for discussion at the meeting of the Council in September. 


Anna Gargan attended the meeting regarding leaning more about the Stretham and Wilburton 
Community Land Trust for her university degree. Councillor Roberts offered advice to Miss 
Gargan. 


To discuss ongoing issues Stretham Sporting Football Club and the All Weather Pitch. Following 
the discussions within the Public Participation section of the meeting, this topic was discussed in 
great detail as to how this problem can be resolved. Funding takes significant time to obtain and the 
pitch would not be resurfaced by the start of the season in September. It was proposed by 
Councillor Parish that Stretham Parish Council pay up to £10K for the pitch to be resurfaced and 
this was seconded by Councillor Murfitt. An amendment to this proposal was put forward by 
Councillor Taylor that if this money is committed by the Council, no rent reduction be made and 
Stretham Sporting should be asked to donate 10% of the total cost via a written undertaking. This 
amendment was seconded by Councillor Nuttall. The Council resolved by a unanimous vote in 
favour of this amendment. Stretham Sporting indicated they are very happy with what was agreed 
and will be able to donate 10%. 


To discuss the eroding grass verges in Reads Street. Pam Joyce has confirmed she may be able to 
obtain 100% funding for the reinstatement of the verges and additional kerbing however has asked 
the Council if they would be willing to make a contribution. The Council agreed that the Clerk 
should negotiate the best deal possible with Highways up to a total of 50%. 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from — www.mikepetty.org.uk 


Stretham from 2000: the Digital Age by Mike Petty 


To discuss and agree the Recreation ground consultation. Councillor Parish put forward a draft 
Recreation ground questionnaire for consideration by the Council. The purpose of the questionnaire 
is to establish what the community wants to see happen at the Recreation Ground. A letterbox 
would be required at the Parish Rooms for responses to be posted. The Councillors agreed to 
proceed with the questionnaire and 3 copies should be placed in the June Newsletter with further 
copies available from the Clerk or via the website. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. The planning application for Phase 3 of the Manor Farm development has now been 
submitted to ECDC. SWCLT is now encouraging local people to apply for properties. Work on 
Phase 1 is still scheduled to start at the end of July. 


Amenities Working Party — Two of the benches in bus shelters have been covered in graffiti. This 
news will be put in the Newsletter and T B Services will be asked to re-paint the benches. 


Councillor Parish explained that the Over 60’s Singing Group has been successfully formed by Mrs 
Donna Bright and passed on thanks for the Council from the free of charge first session. 


2015 07 07 PC 
Councillor Prevett excluded from the meeting due to Election Expense Form and Register of 
Disclosable Interests form not being returned to ECDC since the Parish Election on 7th May 2015 


All Weather Pitch — As suspected the quotes to lay a new All Weather Pitch have come in well 
above £10K. It was agreed to go back to Stretham Sporting and explain what has happened. It is 
looking likely we will need to apply for funding. 


Recreation Ground questionnaires have gone out and spare copies are available. Good number of 
responses received so far. The Planning Department at ECDC has confirmed that under the Parish 
Council’s power to provide sports and recreational facilities, it is unlikely we would need to obtain 
planning permission for a bar park. 


Fiona Mackay-Rae attended the meeting to speak about the application process to become a 
Stretham Charity Trustee. The questions raised were: Why apply to the Parish Clerk and not to the 
Clerk of the Charity Trust? Has the Parish Council taken over Stretham Charity Trustees? Why 
was a letter thanks not sent to those who applied but did not get a position on the Trust? Councillor 
Parish explained that the Parish Council is responsible for nominating 5 of the Charity Trustees 
hence the reason why applications are requested to be sent to the Parish Clerk. The Clerk explained 
that this has always been the practice followed and the completion of a short application is 
requested to learn more about the people applying and ensuring the correct people are selected. 
Councillor Parish explained that the Parish Council has not taken over Stretham Charity Trustees 
and that the two new Trustees were fairly appointed via a voting system. The Clerk explained that 
letters of thanks have been sent out and that she could not understand why they had not been 
delivered. 


Jo Simpson attended the meeting to discuss some concerns she has. Ms Simpson felt disappointed 
that the young people of village had been given the opportunity to take part in naming the new 
streets on the SWCLT Manor Farm development however that the older generation has not had any 
involvement. Councillor Parish explained that Stretham Youth Centre was awarded some money to 
complete a project on producing a helpful information booklet for people moving into the village 
and naming the streets was part of the project. Some older members of the community was 
involved with this project as they were interviewed about their knowledge and memories of the 
village. Ms Simpson then questioned if there is a conflict of interest with regard to Councillor Janet 
Parish being the Vice Chairperson of the Parish Council, the Chairperson of Stretham Youth Centre 
and a Trustee of Stretham Charity. Councillor Roberts responded to this question. The Parish 
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Council has no issue whatsoever with the positions that Councillor Parish holds within the Village 
and that there is no conflict of interest. Councillor Roberts felt Ms Simpson’s question and 
comments were hugely disappointing towards a person who puts so much free time and effort into 
the Village. Ms Simpson then raised a question about who is named on the Parish Council website 
with regards to Sub-Committees and Working Parties. The Clerk explained that only the 
Councillors and the Clerk are named as she would need to seek permission of other members to 
name them. This is possible if the non-Council member so desires. 


To consider new ideas for the Parish Newsletter. Councillor Roberts explained that he feels the 
Newsletter is poor quality and could be much improved. Ideas discussed included a booklet style 
newsletter which contains a running list of upcoming events and a village diary. Councillor Taylor 
reminded the Council that the current Newsletter is an improvement on what used to be produced. 

It was agreed that Councillors Roberts, Nuttall and Thake would get together to discuss new ideas 
and also that the Clerk will ask for interested parties to get in contact if they are keen to be involved. 


15/00605/FUL — Land to the North of Sadler Way. The Council viewed the plans and discussed this 
application to further develop a site which caused many concerns on the first phase. It was 
proposed by Councillor Parish to object to the application on road safety concerns as the number of 
vehicles using the A1123 is increasing rapidly. This proposal was seconded by Councillor Taylor 
and all Councillors were in favour. It was noted that still no response has been received in relation 
to the discharge of conditions on the original approval. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. The tenders are now with local developers and the shortlist created. The target start date 
is now late August. Negotiation has started on a possible site in Wilburton. 


The Clerk explained that Mr Hall of Truelink doesn’t feel there is any work remaining on the flail of 
Eleanor’s Field that was completed in summer 2013. The Clerk produced the tender paperwork 
which clearly states to the trees at the back of the field. The only reason the flail was not completed 
was because a mid-section of fencing was discovered. This mid-section has now been removed by 
Councillor Roberts. The invoice for the work has been paid. After discussion, the Council agreed 
the documentation clearly states to the back of the field and that this job is not complete. The Clerk 
was asked to write to Mr Hall explaining that the Council has a good relationship with Truelink 
which they don’t wish to sour and that it was acknowledged that the fencing was in the way thus 
stopping the flail being completed. 


A letter of thanks from the Stop Berry Fen Wind Farm Group was read out thanking the Council for 
their support with the campaign. 


The Post Office is proposing changes to Stretham Post Office which was discussed. The Council 
has no concerns about the changes and will write back to the Post Office. The Clerk was asked to 
put details of the proposed changes in the Newsletter so villagers can have a chance to comment. 
Councillor Nuttall confirmed that BT Infinity is now in the village. This news will be placed in the 
Newsletter. 


To receive the Minutes of the Finance Sub-Committee Meeting held on 25th June 2015 and agree 
decisions made. The Minutes were read by all Councillors and the Clerk was asked to leave the 
room whilst the proposed increase to hours and pay was discussed. On return, the Council fully 
ratified the decision to increase the working hours to 16 per week and to increase the hourly rate to 
£15.36 per hour. This increase is to be back dated to Ist April 2015. All other decisions were 
agreed. 


2015 08 PC 
No meeting 
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All Weather Pitch — Amey Cespa has accepted our Expression of Interest and invited the 
Council to apply for £20K. The deadline is very tight with the full application requiring 
submittal by 11th September. The three quotations were reviewed from Artificial Grass 
(Cambridge) Ltd, Spade Oak and Charles Lawrence Surfaces Ltd. After careful 
consideration, the Council agreed that the quotation that will be put forward in the 
application was the quote from Artificial Grass (Cambridge) Ltd in the sum of £26,895 + vat. 
The Council will act as third party funders and make up the shortfall. 


Eleanor's Field - Andrew Hall from Truelink Ltd has responded to say that it was not their 
understanding to cut to the back of the field and that the plan enclosed with the tender was 

simply to identify the field. Mr Hall offered to cut a pathway around the back section. The 

Council were disappointed with the response and declined the offer of a pathway being cut through 
and now see the matter as closed. The Clerk was asked to seek another. contractor to flail the back 
section. 


The Church has responded to inform the Council they would be very happy to have a 
permanent Christmas Tree planted at the front of the Church. David Buller has met with 
Cathy White the Senior Tree Officer at ECDC who has confirmed that a DAC approval will 
be required which the Church is happy to arrange. The type of tree to be purchased was 
also put forward by the Church and agreed by the Council. A budget of £1,000 is set for the 
purchase and planting of the tree. 


Pearce Memorial issue — following the letter sent by the Clerk on 7th June 2015, an email 
response has been received. W Kent memorials and the Pearce family feel it is unfair to 
allow the memorial for Mr Lewis to be oversized however not allow the oversized memorial 
for Mrs Pearce although this was an error of their part. The Council considered this 
carefully and agreed that a breach has still occurred and that in future, this breach would 
cause upset when requests are turned down for oversized memorials. The Council’s 
Cemetery regulations are carefully written and approved and breach’s must be dealt with. 
The Clerk was asked to respond explaining why an exception cannot be made and that the 
Council wish to cause no upset. The mistake lies with W Kent Memorials. 


Stretham Sporting has requested a rent reduction now that All Weather Pitch has not been 
resurfaced in time for the start of the new season. The Council agreed that from Ist 
November 2015 to the opening of the resurfaced All Weather Pitch, they would meet half of 
the cost to hire the Astroturf at Little Thetford. This will be deducted from the January 2016 
rent invoice. 


The meeting was adjourned at 7.32pm for Public Participation. Mrs Chantler and Mrs Rippingale 
attended the meeting to listen to the Council discuss the Pavilion Nursery idea. Pursuant to the 
drawings supplied by the Architect, rough costs will now be obtained from local builders. 

To discuss the WREN grant of £49,650 for Ely Road Play Area and agree the plan 

including consideration of tenders for the fencing and match funding payment of 

£5,337.38. Councillor Parish updated the meeting to confirm that the Council has been awarded the 
sum of £49,650 from WREN to replace the old equipment and surfacing at Ely Road Play 

Area. Volunteers will be clearing the site on Saturday 26th September 2015 from 10am. It 

is likely that work will start at the end of October with completion early December. Councillor 
Parish suggested contact be made with the daughter of Jean Adamson to see if she would consider 
attending the Opening Event to cut the ribbon and this Council agreed with this proposal. The 
Council resolved to pay the match funding sum of £5,337.38 from current available funds in the 
current account. This was proposed by Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor Speed, all 
Councillors in agreement. 


The new fence and gate for the play area has been put out to tender and two quotations 
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were received. Ratcliffe Fencing quoted £4990.88 and Arbantia Fencing quoted £4110.00. 
The Ratcliffe Fencing quotation most accurately reflected what is required and it was 
proposed by Councillor Thake and seconded by Councillor Prevett to accept the Ratcliffe 
Fencing tender, all Councillors in agreement. 


To review the results of the Recreation Ground Survey and consider ideas to pursue 

A total of 110 responses have been received which have been assessed and the results 

provided to Councillors. A further 30 completed questionnaires have just been received and 

the results will now be incorporated. Councillor Parish is very pleased with the number of replies 
received. The main items people would like to see is a picnic/seating area, more play equipment at 
the children’s play area, the All Weather Pitch becoming usable again and some form of exercise 
equipment for all ages. Councillor Taylor will now meet with the Recreation Working Party before 
the next meeting and come back with some proposals for the Council to consider. 


To consider new ideas for the Parish Newsletter and Parish Council website — short 

briefing from Councillors Nuttall and Thake. Councillor Nuttall explained to the meeting that the 
current website is not user friendly and is not updated regularly. Councillor Nuttall suggested 
involving the community with the website to decrease the workload of the Clerk by allowing each 
user group to input their own information once approved by the Council. There could be an Events 
calendar, a booking page for Parish Rooms and Pavilion, an individual Feast page and links to other 
websites. The Council is unhappy with the design of the current Newsletter but felt it is important 
that the monthly publication should continue. Not everyone in the village uses the internet however 
the newsletter should be uploaded onto the website. An A5 booklet style newsletter was favoured by 
the Councillors and Lisa Migdal and Laura Shearing produced examples of how it could look. 

After much discussion, it was agreed that a temporary Working Party should be formed and 

include the Clerk to look at options and bring back recommendations to full Council. 

Members of the Communications Working Party are Councillors Roberts, Nuttall, Thake, 
Mackenzie and the Clerk. Meeting set for 17th September 2015. 


To consider if the Council wish to make a bid for Speed Reduction Gates via the LHI 
Scheme. The Clerk briefly explained the LHI Scheme to the Council. There was concern as to 
whether speed reduction gates actually do succeed in reducing the speed of traffic. The 

Clerk offered to attend an information event on the Scheme on 14th September 2015. 
Councillor Bright to attend with the Clerk. 


To consider initial drawings for nursery proposal at the Pavilion and agree next step 
The initial drawings have been received from the Architects however there was some 
confusion as to how much the build costs may possibly be. The Clerk was asked to 
approach a selection of local builders to gauge a rough cost for the extension to the 
building. This item is to be placed on the Agenda for discussion in October. 


14/01007/ESF - Erection of 2 wind turbines at Red Hill Farm Stretham — Revised 
Environmental Statement. The third Environmental Statement has been submitted by the Applicant 
to ECDC. After considerable discussion, it was agreed the Council would object again to this 
application for the following reasons: 

- there has been insufficient consultation (and none in the last year) 

- the planning impacts identified by affected local communities have NOT been fully 
addressed 

- the proposal does NOT have the backing of the local community 

The new Environmental Statement does not fully address our previous objections, including 
those related to : 

- Impact on visual amenity 

- Impact on Landscape 

- Noise pollution 
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- Effect on property prices, having effect on mobility 

- Lack of public consultation 

- Lack of Grid connection 

- Interference with television signals 

It was also agreed to enclose the Ministerial Statement dated 18 Jun 2015 which sets out 

new considerations to be applied to proposed wind energy developments. This objection 

was proposed by Councillor Parish and seconded by Councillor Thake, all Councillors in 
agreement. The Council passed thanks to Councillor Nuttall and the Stop Stretham Wind Farm 
Group for all their work. 


15/00798/FUL - Saunders Piece — Change of use of land to storage of caravans including 
new security fencing and new (retrospective) equipment storage shed 

The Council viewed the plans and discussed the application in considerable detail. It was 
proposed by Councillor Parish and seconded by Councillor Prevett to object to the 
application for the following reasons: 

- The storage shed has been built outside of the development envelope. 

- The area is inappropriate for caravan storage. 

- There is no information on how many caravans would be stored on the site. 

- The A10 is a very busy road and there are concerns for the safety of vehicles exiting 
the site south towards Cambridge. 

All Councillors in favour of the proposed objection apart from Councillor Speed who 
abstained. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. The application for 24 units as part of a Phase 3 has just been submitted to ECDC. There is 
a consultation event in Stretham about this application between 15-21 September 2015. The start 
date on Phase 1 is likely to be in October. 


An email from Mr Neil Ford was read out regarding the recent agricultural accident in 
Wilburton and the need for drivers of tractors to drive more responsibly. Councillor Roberts 
explained that this problem has already been discussed with Lucy Frazer when she 

attended the meeting in Stretham to flag up this worrying problem. County and District 
Councillor Bill Hunt is currently putting together some options to start resolving this issue 
which includes a scheme for responsible farmers to use the larger A roads whenever 
possible and commit to a top speed on 15mph when travelling through villages. Stretham 
Parish Council has tried to involve the local community to help in reducing the speed of all 
types of vehicles in the village however no volunteers came forward. 


2015 10 06 PC 

Notification has been received that the DAC has turned down the request from St James’ 
Church for the Parish Council to be allowed to plant a permanent Christmas Tree at the 
front of the church. It was felt the location was too close to the retaining wall amongst other 
reasons. It was agreed to continue to purchase and erect a temporary Christmas Tree 

each year. 


The meeting was adjourned at 7.12pm for Public Participation. 

Mr Tim Bent and Mr Clive Judd spoke to the Council about the Dimmocks Cote Quarry 
Planning Application based between Stretham and Wicken. Mr Judd and Mr Bent attended 
the Council meeting in February 2015 and an amendment to the application is currently 
open for comment. Mr Bent and Mr Judd are still attempting to raise awareness in the 
village and Wicken PC is hardening their response to this application. The main concern 
for the village of Stretham is the considerable increase in HGV movements each year. 
Councillor Hunt listened to the concerns and advised people to attend the Planning 
Committee meeting when it takes place. The amendment to the application is to be 
discussed under point 12 of the Agenda, Planning. 
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Mrs Murfitt attended to discuss a section of a public footpath which has been removed. 
Councillor Roberts confirmed the land in question is owned by Godfrey Parish and farmed 
by John Parish. The Council will make contact with John Parish about this issue. 


Mr Richard Breedon attended the meeting regarding the proposal for the Bar Park/outdoor 
exercise equipment. Mr Breedon feels this idea has been brushed under the carpet and 
requested an update on progress. Councillor Roberts explained that this matter has not 
been brushed aside and that much work has been taking place over recent months. The 
consultation with the village is now complete and ideas for the Recreation Ground are to be 
discussed later in the meeting. 


To discuss the Amey Cespa grant of £20,000 for a new All Weather Pitch surface 
Councillors Taylor and Parish updated the meeting to confirm that the Council has been 
awarded the sum of £20,000 from Amey Cespa to replace the old surfacing at the All 
Weather Pitch at the Recreation Ground. It is likely that work will start in December and 
should take around one week. Stretham Sporting FC committed £600.00 to this project. 

The Council resolved to pay the remainder of the cost of this project which is £6295.00. 
This was proposed by Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor Parish, all Councillors 
in agreement. Artificial Grass (Cambridge) Ltd was selected as the provider for this project and has 
requested a 25% deposit. Councillor Nuttall has looked at this company’s accounts and the 
most recent accounts are not yet filed. The Council requested that the Clerk obtain some 
verbal references from other companies who have used Artificial Grass (Cambridge) Ltd 
before sending off the deposit cheque (total £8068.50). The Clerk will inform that Finance 
Sub-Committee of the outcome of the enquiries before the cheque is sent off. 


To review the updated results of the Recreation Ground Survey and the proposed 

Action Plan put forward by the Recreation Working Party and agree. A total of 166 responses have 
been received which have been assessed and the results provided to Councillors. Councillor Parish 
is very pleased with the number of replies received and was thanked for the time she has put into 
this exercise. The main items people would like to see is a picnic/seating area, more play equipment 
at the children’s play area, the All Weather Pitch becoming usable again and some form of exercise 
equipment for all ages. Based on the results, the Council agreed the following: 

Phase 1 — 2015 - 2016 

1. Picnic seating to be fixed in South East corner of the Recreation Ground. 

2. Outdoor gym area to be installed beside the Northern boundary of the All Weather 

Surface subject to funding being obtained to cover all cost. The Recreation Working Party 

will provide details of companies the Clerk should approach to tender. This work will 

commence when the Ely Road Play Area project and the All Weather Pitch projects are 

complete. 

3. Recreation Working Party to facilitate a meeting for all interested in forming new sports 

clubs. 

4. Signage regarding dogs replaced with signs giving the same message and clear 

consequences of allowing dogs to foul on the Recreation Ground. 

Phase 2 — 2016 — 2017 

1. Two more items of play equipment to be positioned in the play area. 

2. Basketball hoop to be installed next to the All Weather Surface. 


To consider tender proposals put forward by the Communications Working Party for 

the Parish Newsletter and Parish Council website. The newly formed Communications Working 
Party met in September and put forward two tenders for consideration by Council. The first tender is 
for the initial design of the Newsletter and production of a template and the second tender is for the 
ongoing production of the newsletter. Both tenders were agreed by Council and will be ready for 
consideration in December. 
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10. To consider if the Council wish to make a bid for Speed Reduction Gates via the LHI 
Scheme 

The Clerk briefly explained the LHI Scheme to the Council. There was concern as to 
whether speed reduction gates actually do succeed in reducing the speed of traffic. The 
Clerk offered to attend an information event on the Scheme on 14th September 2015. 
Councillor Bright to attend with the Clerk. 


To consider a request to fund an ECG Machine for Stretham Doctors Surgery 

Councillor Bright has been approached by a Nurse at Stretham Doctors Surgery regarding 
the lack of an available ECG machine. The Haddenham Doctors Surgery has one machine 
but it would be extremely beneficial to have one machine at both surgeries. The surgery at 
Stretham will be opening for longer hours when it hopefully moves into the new purpose 
built surgery on the Manor Farm development. The approximate cost is £1800.00. The 
Council discussed this request and agreed this is a purchase that Stretham Charity could 
maybe consider. Councillor Bright was asked to write to Stretham Charity Trustees and this 
matter be deferred until a decision has been made by Stretham Charity. 


15/00986/FUM — Land formerly 21 Newmarket Road. This application is linked to the Manor Farm 
SWCLT development and consists of 25 houses of which 8 will be CLT houses. The plans were 
reviewed and Councillor Parish put forward a proposal to the Council to strongly support this 
planning application for the benefits it will bring to Stretham. This proposal was seconded by 
Councillor Mackenzie and all Councillors were in favour. The Council resolved to strongly support 
this application. 


E/3008/14/CM — Dimmocks Quote Quarry, Wicken. 

Following discussion within Public Participation, the Council resolved to object again to this 
application focussing mainly on the additional road movements through Stretham, the lack 
of pedestrian crossing in Stretham, the additional traffic with the new SWCLT Manor Farm 
development and the dangerous Green End bend. This was proposed by Councillor 
Mackenzie and seconded by Councillor Nuttall, all Councillors in favour. The Clerk will 
publicise this application in the Newsletter and copy the Council’s reponse to all local Parish 
Clerks. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the Council. The work has finally started on the 
Manor Farm site and the first houses have been marked out. It is hoped the first CLT 

homes will be ready for occupation May-June 2016. 


Councillor Roberts updated the meeting with regards to correspondence between Mr Doug 
Stuart and the Clerk and Mr Stuart and Councillor Roberts. All correspondence was read 
out which includes some concerning accusations against both the Clerk and the 
Councillors. One Freedom of Information request has been received and responded to. 
Councillor Roberts will continue to monitor the situation and noted his absolute 
disagreement with the accusations that have been made 


Amenities Working Party — The organic waste bin at the Cemetery is being abused and 
Councillor Parish sought permission to have it removed and wheelie bins put in place. This 
was agreed. The area where the Recycling area was previously located on the Recreation 
ground requires some work. Two trees will be required to cover over the gap and a 
reinforced grass area was recommended at a cost of around £10 per square meter. This 


2015 10 22 
Ode to pub joy at the Red Lion, Stretham: welcome new chef. 2015 10 22 EN 


2015 10 22 
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Find another archives venue: letter from Stewart Kidd, Wilburton about CRO move to Ely. 2015 10 
22a # c.43 


2015 10 27 
On the River Old West at the Lazy Otter. She was fined £1,000 and ordered to pay costs of 250 


2015 11 03 PC 
Pavilion nursery idea — The first quotation has come in at £245,000 which is way too high. The 
Clerk was instructed to approach some local builders to obtain further costings. 


Mr Doug Stuart attended the meeting to voice his opinion on the Recreation Ground questionnaire 
that was circulated to all households in Stretham over the Summer. Mr Stuart asked the Council if 
they felt the questionnaire was inadequate. This question was asked a number of times and 
Councillor Bright confirmed he felt the questionnaire was adequate and had achieved gaining an 
insight into what the community would like to see happen at the Recreation Ground. Mr Stuart felt 
that 166 responses out of 1800 distributed is low and that an online survey would have been more 
effective. Councillor Roberts thanked Mr Stuart for his comments and explained that the results 
will hopefully enable the Council to achieve funding for the Outdoor Gym Equipment to be sited at 
the north end of the All Weather Pitch. 


To formally adopt Publications Scheme. Following circulation of the Publications Scheme to all 
Councillors, it was proposed by Councillor Nuttall and seconded by Councillor Pearce to formally 
adopt the Publications Scheme. The Council resolved unanimously to accept this. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. The work is going smoothly on site and is currently running to schedule. Some concerns 
have been raised about the positioning of the fencing at the front of the site and Councillor Roberts 
agreed to look into this. Councillor Parish asked if the Council could approach the Developer, 
Laragh Homes, to see if they would be prepared to make a contribution towards the cost of 
producing and distributing a Welcome Pack to all homes in Stretham. All Councillors agree this is 
a good idea and asked the Clerk to write to Simon Somerville-Large. 


A letter from Cheffins was read out regarding a potential housing development at the top of Berry 
Close. If a Planning Application is submitted, the Council will make a judgement at that time and 
suggested to Cheffins that the residents of Stretham are properly consulted. 


An email from Mr Neil Ford was read out regarding his concerns for the possible change of the 
main room at the Pavilion into a childcare nursery. Mr Ford felt that the residents of Short Road 
should have been consulted about this idea and that it had not been communicated effectively in the 
newsletter. The Clerk confirmed the idea was covered clearly in the March 2015 newsletter and is 
always covered in the Minutes of the Parish Council meetings which are available on the website. 
The fact that the Pavilion is a financial burden to the Parish Council has been raised a number of 
times at audit. The Parish Council fully supports keeping the facility open for sporting uses 
however must look at ways to increase income if the venue is to remain open. The Council 
inherited the Pavilion and SSRC as a charity from a defunct trust. The Parish Council sought the 
views of the community on potential uses to mitigate the losses the Council incurs. The idea of a 
Community Café was investigated however a suitable person to take this on could not be found. 
The provision of a child-care nursery has been suggested by a local person and the Council has 
entered into a Feasibility study which is currently underway. If there is commercial potential, the 
whole village will then be consulted. 


An email from Julie Dickerson was read out regarding the fact that Goose Lane (running between 


Reads Street and Brook Lane) is occasionally being used by vehicles. The Council confirmed that 
Goose Lane is in fact a highway and hence vehicles are allowed to use it. There is currently no 
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signage identifying Goose Lane and the Clerk was asked to contact ECDC about a sign being 
erected. 


The Clerk raised her concerns about the level of correspondence communications being made 
between herself and Mr Stuart and Councillor Roberts and Mr Stuart. A number of Freedom of 
Information requests have been made by Mr Stuart and have been responded to. The Clerk is upset 
by the accusations made in the emails which are completely untrue and unfounded. Councillor 
Parish is also very concerned about the criticism of the Council and also of her work on the 
Recreation ground Survey. Councillor Parish and the Clerk both have serious concerns about 
communicating and/or working with Mr Stuart after such allegations and criticism. The Council 
fully supports the work of the Clerk and Councillor Parish and it was agreed that Councillor Roberts 
would handle any communication with Mr Stuart for the foreseeable future. 


2015 11 12 
Head to head over Grunty Fen: Christopher South talks to Fenland History on Friday; photo South 
& Mike Petty 2015 11 12 ES 


2015 12 01 PC 

Mr Jeff Barton attended the meeting to notify the Council of the Scout Groups concerns 
about the floor at the Parish Rooms. It was agreed to assist with this issue that the heating 
will be left on and that a dehumidifier could be purchased and installed if necessary. 


To receive a presentation from Cheffins regarding a proposed new housing development in 
Stretham 

Mr Ben Pridgeon from Cheffins attended the meeting to discuss the proposed new housing 
development close to Berry Close of around 50 houses and associated space. Mr Pridgeon 
explained that although the site is outside of the development envelope, due to East 
Cambridgeshire District Council not currently able to demonstrate a 5 year supply of land in 
the district, the application will likely be submitted. Cheffins is now appointing various 
consultants with a view to submitting the Planning Application early in March 2016. Mr 
Pridgeon confirmed that the main access route to this development would be through the 
village. Councillor Roberts explained that there are already concerns about increased 

levels of traffic passing by the School and onto Reads Street and Top Street. Councillor 
Roberts asked if Mr Pridgeon has heard of the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land 
Trust to which he said he had not. Councillor Roberts explained that SWCLT is currently 
building over 70 houses and some business units at Manor Farm in Stretham and that this 
is an increase of 10% in the number of dwellings in Stretham. Mr Pridgeon confirmed there 
will be rigorous consultation and that residents will be listened to. The Council thanked Mr 
Pridgeon for attending the meeting. 


To agree the annual precept request for financial year 2016-2017 

Councillor Roberts explained to Council that the Finance Sub-Committee had met recently 
to discuss the annual precept request. The current precept is £51,624. Due to the fact that 
Cambridgeshire County Council has very little money and is making significant budget cuts, 
it is now reality that many maintenance tasks within every village will fall upon the Parish 
Council to pick up. The Council has already seen this with grass cutting being significantly 
reduced and also repairs to roads getting very difficult to achieve. The Council is currently 
running to a pretty tight budget and all this has been taken into consideration. It was 
proposed by Councillor Roberts to increase the request to £64,000 and this was seconded 
by Councillor Prevett. The Council unanimously agreed to increase the precept request to 
£64,000, this is an increase of about 22%. 


To discuss and agree any actions regarding the oversized memorial stone at the 
Cemetery 
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The Clerk read out recent correspondence with W Kent Memorials about the oversized 
memorial stone of Maria Georgina Pearce. W Kent Memorials are stating that the new 
recently laid memorial stone (Murfitt) is also oversized. Councillor Parish agreed to 
measure the Murfitt memorial and report back to the next meeting. The Council is 
extremely disappointed that W Kent Memorials has acknowledged that they made the error 
however will not rectify the situation. 


To review tenders for a new Newsletter template 

Two tenders were sent out to four individuals/businesses. There were no tenders returned 

for the design of a newsletter template and it was agreed that the net should be cast wider 

with the distribution of this tender. The Clerk will do this in readiness for the February 

meeting. Two tenders were received for the monthly design, production and printing of the 
newsletter. Miss Laura Shearing and C and C Media Ltd tendered. Both tenders were 

discussed in detail and the Council took the view that they would like a fresh approach to 

the newsletter and preferred the design of Miss Shearing. It was proposed by Councillor 

Parish to accept the tender of Miss Shearing at £580 per month. This proposal was 

seconded by Councillor Mackenzie and unanimously agreed by Council. It was agreed to ask C and 
C Media to continue to produce and print the Newsletter for December 2015, January 2016 and 
February 2016. The delivery of the Newsletter will be advertised in the January 2016 Newsletter. 


To consider the purchase of a Defibrillator 

Councillor Parish explained how the purchase of a Defibrillator will benefit the community 
following sad incident in the Red Lion recently and of the need for a village defibrillator. The 
Red Lion has already started to fundraise for a defibrillator and Councillor Parish agreed to 
investigate the costs of purchasing one via St John’s Ambulance. Councillor Parish 
proposed that the Council put the sum of £750 towards a defibrillator and this proposal was 
seconded by Councillor Pearce. The Council unanimously agreed to put the sum of £750 
towards this piece of life saving equipment. The defibrillator will hopefully be located in the 
Red Lion which is open from 7am right through to late in the evening every day so access 
will be very easy. The Parish Council will make the purchase and maintain the equipment. 
13. To consider planning applications 


15/01236/FUL — Developing Dogs, Whitecross Farm, Wilburton, erection of three holiday 
Lodges. Councillor Roberts explained the details of this planning application. There are some 
concerns that the Holiday Lets may become permanent dwellings. The Council came to the 
view that as long as some stringent conditions are applied to a permission, then they had 

no objections to this planning application. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the Council. The work is going smoothly on 
site and is currently running to schedule. The concerns about the positioning of the fencing 
at the front of the site have been resolved by Councillor Roberts and Laragh Homes. The 
fencing has been moved back to improve visibility. 


An email from County and District Councillor Bill Hunt was received and read out regarding 
his concerns about traffic speeds on A1123 particularly HCVs and fast tracks. Councillor 
Hunt suggests Stretham purchase 4 Correx signs which are currently being used in 
Wilburton. The total cost to the Council is £70.32 including VAT. The Council agreed to 
purchase 4 signs and would arrange erection via Pam Joyce at Highways. 


Ely Road Play Area Working Party — the last meeting of this Working Party has happened 
and it is hoped the new play area will be opened on Saturday 19th December at 3pm. The 
Council would like to approach Jean Adamson about naming the play area after the Topsy 
and Tim books. 
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2015 12 10 
Tea and clemency at the real Grunty Fen ... Christopher South meets real residents of the area he 
explored on Radio Cambridgeshire with ‘Dennis’, 2015 12 10 CN 


2015 12 11 p16 
Samsung donates equipment Stretham youth 


2015 12 19 p44 
At Stretham surprising and cheerful festive giant minions 


-0-0-2016-0-0- 


2016 01 05 PC 

Pavilion nursery idea -BSV Construction has submitted a quote in the sum of £107,000 for the 
alterations to the Pavilion to create a children’s day nursery. It was agreed a meeting with Mrs 
Chantler is now required and the Councillors to be involved are Charles Roberts, Richard Nuttall 
and Andrew Prevett. 


Pearce Memorial issue — Councillor Parish has visited the cemetery and provided measurements of 
all memorial stones in the new section. It became apparent that the Pearce memorial is 
unfortunately not the only memorial stone that is larger than permitted measurements. Councillor 
Parish and the Clerk both cannot understand how this has happened as both check the measurements 
prior to approval being given. The Clerk asked that all future requests be checked by more 
Councillors to give reassurance that this will not happen again. After lengthy discussion, it was 
proposed by Councillor Thake that the Council accept the Pearce memorial as it stands however ask 
for a contribution from W Kent Memorials towards the upkeep of the area around the stone. The 
proposal was seconded by Councillor Prevett and all Councillors were in favour. 


15/01346/FUL, Land north of Amberside, Stretham Station Road, Wilburton (consulted as a 
neighbouring parish) Several letters of objection have been received by the Council from concerned 
residents living in the area of this application. The application was discussed in detail and the plans 
viewed. The main concern is that the land is outside of the development envelope. There is also a 
considerable flood risk (this land is very close to a piece of land that the Council owns that was 
flooded at times in 2015). It was proposed by Councillor Parish to object on the following grounds: 
- Flood risk - Outside of the development envelope - Detrimental to the open landscape This 
proposal was agreed by all Councillors aside from Councillor Speed. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. The work is going smoothly on site and is currently running to schedule. The houses are 
starting to be built and it is hoped that the first 3 CLT houses will be ready for occupation in May 
2016. 


Artificial Grass (Cambridge) Ltd has submitted an invoice for £24,205.50. The Clerk proposed that 
this amount is moved from the Business Bank Instant account over into the Treasurers Account and 
a cheque be raised and signed at this meeting. Once Amey Cespa has paid the £20,000 into the 
Treasurer’s Account and ECDC has paid the CIL payment, the £24,205.50 will be moved back into 
the Business Bank Instant account. It was proposed by Councillor Murfitt and seconded by 
Councillor Parish that this proposal be accepted. All Councillors in agreement. Cheque number 
002192 was raised in the sum of £24,250.50 and signed. 


Councillor Murfitt reported the increased number of speeding vehicles on Short Road. Short Road 
is also being used as a rat run when the A10 is busy at peak times. Names of particular offenders 
were given. It was agreed to place a piece on the speeding vehicles in the Newsletter and to 
mention that the Council already has the names of suspected offenders. Residents will be 
encouraged to report the registration plates directly to the Police on 101. 
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Councillor Nuttall reported that the new PC website is now having up to 80 hits a day. The 
Councillors were pleased the new website is being used. 


2016 01 16 p76 
Sport enthusiasts in Stretham area are celebrating a new all-weather pitch has opened in village — 
photo — 2916 01 16 CN 


2016 02 02 PC 

A resident of Berry Close visited to ask if the Council has received any updates on the 
proposed planning application on land to the north of Berry Close. Councillor Parish 
explained the Council has not heard anything further. Councillor Roberts explained that the 
Council already has concerns around the access to the development. 


Mr Doug Stuart attended the meeting and asked for permission to record his contribution. 
The Chairperson gave permission. Mr Stuart raised a number of concerns relating to the 
consultation exercise already undertaken by the Council in relation to the proposed fitness 
equipment for the recreation ground. Mr Stuart also raised concerns about the accuracy of 
minutes of his contributions to council meetings. The Chairperson explained the current 
status of the fitness equipment project and the need to balance the interests of the whole 
community. Councillors saw no need for further action. 


To consider draft Parish Rooms Village Survey. All Councillors had received the draft Parish 
Rooms Village Survey prior to the meeting and Councillor Parish explained the reasons for the 
survey and the questions. A few amendments were suggested and accepted. This survey will be 
distributed in the Newsletter in March, will be placed on the website and will also be available via 
Survey Monkey. Copies will also hopefully be placed in the Doctors Surgery, the shop and the 
Garage. 


8. To formally appoint and set-up a Pavilion Development Sub-Committee 

Now that some credible ideas are being discussed about how to increase income from the 
Pavilion to assist in keeping the facility open, it was proposed by Councillor Roberts that a 
Sub-Committee be formed to assist in moving ideas and decisions along. A draft Terms of 
Reference for the Pavilion Development Sub-Committee was circulated and the content 

agreed. The following Councillors will be members of the Pavilion Development SubCommittee: 
Roberts, Prevett, Nuttall, Taylor and Mackenzie. The proposal by Councillor 

Roberts was seconded by Councillor Pearce and the Council resolved to create this new 
sub-committee. 


9. To consider applying to Register the Red Lion Public House to become a Community 

Asset. Councillor Roberts explained the important history of the Red Lion Public House and the 
importance it holds within the Village, very much acting as a ‘hub’ for the community. It is 
possible to apply to register the Red Lion with East Cambridgeshire District Council to 

become a Community Asset. Applying for a Community Asset enables the Council to 

nominate the Red Lion as important for the social well-being of the area for inclusion on the 
local authority’s ‘List of Assets of Community Value’ and bid for it if it comes up for sale. 
Councillor Roberts proposed to submit an application and this was seconded by Councillor 
Mackenzie. The Council resolved via a unanimous vote to proceed with the application. 


10. To receive and agree recommendations from the Recreation Working Party regarding 
the proposed Outdoor Gym 

The Notes of the Recreation Working Party meeting were circulated prior to the meeting. It 
is proposed to take two tenders forward to Public Consultation, these being Hags SMP and 
Fresh Air Fitness. Councillor Roberts proposed to accept the recommendations of the 
Working Party and Councillor Speed seconded this. The Council resolved unanimously to 
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accept the recommendations. 


15/01531/OUT — Land adjacent to 16 Fieldside 

Councillor Nuttall left the room whilst this planning application was discussed. 

The Council carefully considered this application and felt it fits with the surrounding area 
and is of low impact to dwellings nearby. Councillor Roberts proposed the Council raise no 
objections to the application subject to adequate width of the public footpath remaining. 
This proposal was seconded by Councillor Pearce and the Council resolved unanimously 
via vote in favour. 

- 16/0003 1/VAR — Gravel Farm, Newmarket Road 

The Council carefully considered this application. Councillor Roberts proposed the Council 
raise no objections to the application. This proposal was seconded by Councillor Prevett 
and the Council resolved unanimously via vote in favour. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the Council. The roofs are going onto the first 
batch of houses and should be ready by early July. SWCLT is receiving a lot of attention 
nationally and this is very positive for the village of Stretham. 


One tender has been received for the Newsletter template design after two other 
companies declined to tender. The tender received is from Proaction Design in the sum of 
£1050.00. Councillor Roberts was able to vouch for the work that Proaction Design 
produces and proposed that the Council accept the tender. Councillor Thake seconded this 
proposal and it was resolved by Council to accept this tender via a unanimous vote. 


One tender has been received for the revamp of the Recycling Area. The tender was 
submitted by OddJobs 24/7 in the sum of £1529.10. It was proposed by Councillor Roberts 
and seconded by Councillor Prevett to accept this tender. Via a unanimous vote, the 
Council resolved to proceed with OddJobs 24/7. 


One tender has been received for turf to be laid at Ely Road Play Area from Anglian Turf 
Supplies in the sum of £1301.67. This is a reduced price if the Council allows Anglian Turf 
to advertise at the site. The Clerk explained the situation in that there is no time to obtain 
two other tenders for this work as they play area is due to open on the 12th February and 
cannot do so until the turf is laid. The ground not covered with the safety surface is uneven 
and contains sharp objects. It was proposed by Councillor Roberts that on the grounds of 
safety and urgency that this price should be accepted and that Anglian Turf Supplies should 
be allowed to advertise for one year. This was seconded by Councillor Prevett. Councillor 
Nuttall countered this with an amendment to not allow Anglian Turf Supplies to advertise 
however no other Councillors were in agreement with this. Via a vote, the Council resolved 
to accept the quote of £1301.67 and move forward with the job as a matter of urgency. 


An email from ECDC regarding a Beacon being lit in the village on 21st April 2016 in 
recognition of the Queen’s 90th Birthday was read out and the Council agreed it would like 
to light a Beacon in Stretham. The following Councillors will make the plans for this event: 
Roberts, Mackenzie, Parish, Taylor and Prevett. 


Via Mr Neil Ford, Mr and Mrs Hubbard have indicated that they would like to replace the 
broken bench at the Rec. The Council is grateful for this kind offer and are happy if Mr and 
Mrs Hubbard wish to proceed. 


To consider a proposal to exclude the public and press from part 2 of the meeting on 
the grounds of confidentiality relating to the Pavilion Nursery proposal 

Councillor Roberts proposed the Council exclude public and press from Part 2 of the 
meeting and this was seconded by Councillor Prevett. The Council resolved via a 
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unanimous vote to proceed with the exclusion. 


2016 03 01 PC 

The Topsy and Tim play area is being very well used after the Grand Opening and Ladybird 
has agreed to the Council using an image of Topsy and Tim on the Noticeboard (to be 
ordered). 

A group of residents of Wicken affected by the Dimmocks Cote Quarry planning application 
attended the meeting to share their concern at the transport figures quoted in the 

application. Ted Clover of Clover Planning Services was also in attendance with a 
representative from Francis Flower (the Owner of the quarry). Mr Clover attempted to 
provide clarification on the traffic figures however after lengthy discussion, there was 
general agreement that the number of road movements is still very unclear. Councillor 
Roberts expressed his concerns that Francis Flowers will have no control over the hauliers 
travelling through the villages of Stretham and Wicken and that no consultation has 
happened with those directly affected. 

- E/3008/14/CM — Dimmocks Cote Quarry 

Following the lengthy discussion and debate about this planning application in the Public 
Participation section of the meeting, it was proposed by Councillor Parish to reiterate and 
re-submit the original objections and this was seconded by Councillor Mackenzie. The 
Councillors voted unanimously in favour of this proposal. Clerk to communicate 
immediately. 


6. To agree plans for the Queen’s 90th Birthday Beacon to be held on 21st April 2016 

The Council agreed to take part in the lighting of a Beacon on the Queen’s 90th Birthday in 
April. Councillor Roberts suggested that land at the back of Berry Green be used and all 

agreed this was an appropriate location. The event will run from 7.30pm-9pm and the 

beacon will be lit around 8pm. It was agreed it would be nice to provide one drink to those 

who attend for free and Councillors Pearce, Thake and Mackenzie will make arrangements 

with a budget of £300. The budget for the cost of the fire basket was agreed as £100. 

These expenses were proposed by Councillor Nuttall and seconded by Councillor Parish, 

all Councillors in agreement. Councillor Parish raised the idea of providing each primary school 
child in the Village with a commemorative coin to mark the Queen’s 90th Birthday. The Council 
provided a coin in 2012 for the Jubilee and it was well received. The cost would be £405.50. This 
proposal was seconded by Councillor Nuttall and all Councillors were in agreement. 


An email from Julie Langford was read out regarding the new signs that are due to be 
erected on the Recreation Ground very soon and also about the problem of dog fouling on 
the Rec and down Short Road. The Clerk has replied accordingly informing Mrs Langford 
that the signs have just been ordered and will erected as soon as they are ready. Dogs will 
still be allowed to be off lead on the recreation ground. 


An email from Circus Tyanna has been received requesting the Circus visit Stretham 
Recreation ground from 15th to 19th June 2016. The Council agreed to this request. 
Councillor Parish requested that the Circus ensure posters are removed from around the 
Village straight after the 19" 


An email from the Local Highways Improvement Initiative has been received confirming that 
Stretham Parish Council has been awarded £1040.00 (90% of the total cost) for Gates to 
highlight entry to the village. It is hoped that these gates will assist in speed reduction. 


Councillor Taylor reported that the Pantomime went very well with a total of 296 tickets sold. 


2016 04 05 PC 
7. To discuss the Short Road encroachment and agree the next steps. Pam Joyce of Highways 
has confirmed that there is an encroachment onto the Highway by Messrs Idesons and has requested 
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what the Parish Council wish to do about this issue. Many years back, the Parish Council decided to 
take a zero tolerance view on any encroachment and it was decided this is still their view. If 
ignored, it is felt this sends the wrong signal to others who consider encroaching public 
highway/land. This encroachment quite clearly increases the footprint of the garage and has grown 
over time. Although this encroachment doesn't affect the Highway, it doesn't make it right. It was 
proposed by Councillor Thake that the Council ask the Assets Team at Cambridgeshire County 
Council to enforce this encroachment and claim back the land. This proposal was seconded by 
Councillor Parish and all Councillors were in agreement 


To consider and agree proposed amendments to the Financial Regulations. The Councillors all 
received the amended Financial Regulations with the proposed amendments clearly marked. The 
amendments were suggested by the Finance Sub-Committee. No questions were raised and all 
Councillors were satisfied with the amendments. It was proposed by Councillor Parish and 
seconded by Councillor Thake that the amendments to the Financial Regulations be approved by 
Council and all Councillors were in agreement. 


16/003 10/V AR — Land Parcel to the east of Meadowcroft 

This variation application relates to tree planting and was reviewed carefully by the Councillors. It 
was proposed by Councillor Parish and seconded by Councillor Thake to raise no objections to this 
planning application, all in agreement. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. The Clerk issues have now been resolved and Nicola Mackenzie is now the Clerk to 
SWCLT. Councillor Roberts is happy that everything is now back on track. An Allocations Sub- 
Committee has just been formed and the process will now start with eligibility assessments. 


The Clerk informed the Councillors that the Stretham Sporting rent invoice in the sum of £606.00 is 
now overdue (invoiced on 10th February and requested payment before year end on 31st March). 


An email regarding the new style newsletter was read out. Councillor Roberts explained the few 
teething problems that had been encountered and apologised to Councillor Murfitt that his name and 
contact information was missed out. The March Newsletters were delivered by James Thew who 
lives in the village. Councillor Roberts explained that James would like to continue to deliver the 
monthly newsletter and all Councillors were in agreement with this. 


Recreation Working Party — the bench bases are complete and once the grass has grown around 
them, the benches will be places on the bases. Councillor Roberts raised the issue of the paint 
flaking on some of the play equipment and it was agreed that the equipment should be repainted. 
The Clerk confirmed the slide repair is still to happen. The gravel in the car park is becoming very 
sparse and it was agreed that 5/6 tonne of gravel should be purchased and spread. 


Amenities Working Party — Councillor Parish explained that a grave had been run over by the 
digger when the Bidwell grave was being excavated. Clerk to inform the relevant Funeral service. 


2016 05 03 PC 

To discuss outdoor gym consultation. Two designs were put forward for consultation and comment 
in April both via the website and via a Consultation Event held at the Parish Rooms on a Saturday 
morning. Thirty six people responded online and unfortunately all apart from one contained very 
negative comments. Just one person attended the event at the Parish Rooms. Due to the 
overwhelmingly negative public consultation and lack of support across the wide community, 
Councillor Parish proposed that the Parish Council cannot obtain funding for the project and 
therefore to take no further action. This proposal was seconded by Councillor Roberts and all 
Councillors voted unanimously in favour. It was agreed that if an individual or group in the village 
wishes to raise their own funding, the Parish Council would consider this project again at that point 
in time. 
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To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillor Roberts provided a comprehensive update 
to the Council on the progress of SWCLT. There are a good number of applicants for the shared 
ownership houses and these are currently being reviewed. The first three CLT houses are likely to 
be shared ownership. An Allocations Sub-Committee has been formed to start the process of those 
who have applied to rent a CLT property. The first three houses should be ready in August 


2016 06 07 PC 

Public participation. A significant number of people were in attendance, all focussed on the 
planning application for nine dwellings at Meadow Farm on Fieldside. Mr Rich opened the 
discussions by expressing his concerns about the drainage situation in the Short 
road/Fieldside/Green End area of the village and that the drains overflow very easily in moderate 
rain. Mr Rich explained the sewer is at capacity and that Anglian Water regularly has to clean it 
out. Mr Robert Hopkins confirmed that he is in the possession of a letter from Anglian Water dated 
December 2014 where is it clearly stated that there are issues with the pipes in the area. Other 
points raised included no public notice, the safety concerns, close to a children’s play area. Within 
the discussions, Councillor Roberts, in his capacity as a District Councillor, agreed to call-in the 
application to the Planning Committee at ECDC. 


To review suggested sites put forward for consideration in the Local Plan. A total of 4 sites have 
been put forward as suggested sites for development for inclusion in the Local Plan. The Council 
carefully considered each site and instructed the Clerk to reply as follows: 

Site 25/01 — located to the north of the village close to Berry Green and Akeman Close 

The major concern with this site is the vehicular access to the site. If access was through the 
village, vehicle movements would increase significantly and would all pass by Stretham Primary 
School on what is a very narrow section of road. Top Street is already a very busy street with 
frequent parking problems and this site would only serve to increase the problems. Access via the 
A10 only would be preferred. 

Site 25/02 — located to the east of the village close to the current Community Land Trust 
Development currently being built. The Council would support development in this area by the 
Community Land Trust to increase affordable housing in Stretham. It would be a natural 
continuation of development to Stretham. 

Site 25/03 — located to the south of Stretham on the A10/Wilburton Road area.The Council 
expressed serious concerns with this proposed site due to the access and proximity to the A10. The 
Council also expressed the proximity of the site to a Grade I listed building. 

Site 17/01 — Moorings to the south-east of Stretham 

The Council made no comment on this site. 

The Council felt that sustainability should be carefully considered when looking at areas for 
development in Stretham as there is already 75 homes being built and the village has already seen 
growth. It was proposed by Councillor Pearce and seconded by Councillor Parish to submit the 
above responses and all Councillors were in favour. 

- 16/0061 1/OUT — Meadow Farm, Fieldside. Following on from the discussion within the Public 
Participation section of the meeting, the Council discussed the application in detail and the concerns 
around it. It was proposed by Councillor Thake and seconded by Councillor Prevett to oppose the 
application for the following reasons: 

- the Manor Farm development is providing substantial development for the village and this 
proposal offers no affordable housing 

- safety 

- access 

- infrastructure 

- drainage/sewer condition 

- lack of consultation with neighbouring properties 

- an inappropriate mix of housing. 

All Councillors voted in full agreement to oppose this application with one abstention from 
Councillor Nuttall. The Council’s full response can be viewed on the ECDC Planning Portal (ref: 
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16/00611/OUT). District Councillor Roberts agreed to ‘call in’ this planning application to the 
Planning Committee for decision. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the 
Council. The Opening Weekend went very well with over 100 visitors to the Show Home. The 
Open Event for those directly involved with the development also went very well. The first three 
Community Land Trust homes will be ready early in August and those people who expressed an 
interest in part buy/part rent options are now being contacted. 


A letter regarding the removal of a level crossing in Stretham ward was read out. It was agreed that 
as long as the Right of Way is not affected, the Council is happy to support the removal. 


Feast Sub-Committee — Councillor Parish reported the Feast had run very smoothly with many 
hundreds of people enjoying themselves. The weather was kind. It was agreed that the Council 
should write to the Caledonian Pipe Band to thank them for such a good display of their skills. The 
Feast Sub-Committee was thanked as a whole and special thanks was paid to the Clerk. 


Councillor Parish reported a near miss at the Green End junction where a man ended up being 
pushed into a hedge after a lorry mounted the pavement. The Clerk confirmed there is an increasing 
level of concern around the A1123. It was agreed to seek an urgent meeting with Pam Joyce from 
Highways about these issues. 


2016 06 28 p4 
Reports of two vehicle collision on the A10 at Stretham 


2016 07 05 PC 

Councillor Roberts provided an update on the meeting with Highways and Road Safety 
around the safety issues at the Green End junction on the A1123. It is very obviously a 
dangerous section of the road especially for users of the pavement which is often mounted. 
Now that the Dimmocks Cote planning application has been approved, it is even more 
imperative to resolve these safety issues. Councillor Roberts suggested the Council move 
forward to seeking funding to extend the road and to approach Francis Flowers about 
assistance with the funding. The Council agreed to this approach. 


Sally Tees-Prior and Joanne Paddock attended the meeting to ask the Council if it would 
support a Music Festival on the Recreation ground and allow use of the land. The Festival 
would raise money for local charities, welcome children, be staffed properly and be held 
over a weekend in August 2017. The Council confirmed that although it would not agree to 
camping on the Recreation Ground, it was in broad agreement pursuant to obtaining the 
correct licenses. 


Kier Petherick gave an informative talk to the Councillors about the proposed Tomato 
Glasshouses which is to be considered under Planning. The development would employ 
around 100 people and any light coming from the glasshouses would be blanked out at 
night to stop light pollution. The Council questioned how many trucks would be involved 
with the production of the tomato’s and Mr Petherick confirmed it would be around 10 daily 
which would only use the A10 and not come through Stretham on the A1123. 


Allen Norman attended the meeting to discuss a possible housing development on the site 
of the old Transport Yard on Newmarket Road. A question was put forward that the owners 
be asked if they would consider working alongside Stretham and Wilburton Community 
Land Trust and Mr Allen confirmed he would pose this question. Although the Council 
would like to see this area improved due to being such an eye sore, there are serious 
concerns about the contamination of the land which used to be a landfill site. 
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6. To review results of the Parish Rooms Survey and agree next steps 

Councillor Parish provided a detaled breakdown of the results from the Parish Rooms 

survey which was circulated with the newsletter earlier in 2016. The results quite clearly 

show that the building requires serious improvement or to be rebuilt in a more suitable area 

of Stretham. To enable the Council to be in a position to apply for funding for such a 

project, more detailed consultation will be necessary with the community. The Councillors 

all agreed that it would be preferable to build a new community building in a better location 

with more parking room and that this is the preferred plan over the next 5 years. Councillor Parish 
sought permission to move forward at this point in time with some further more direct consultation 
and this was agreed. Councillor Parish also proposed to ring fence any Community Infrastructure 
Levy money being paid to Stretham Parish Council in the next 5 years with an annual review in case 
priorities change. Any CIL money will be put to this project to build a better community 

facility, likely in a new location. This proposal was seconded by Councillor Taylor and 

following a unanimous vote, it was resolved that the CIL money be ring fenced from this 

date forward. 


- 16/00660/ESF — Land off Ely Road, Chittering — Four glasshouses. Following the discussions 
within Public Consultation, this application was carefully considered. Correspondence from 
residents living close to the proposed site was read out, mainly with concerns around traffic and 
location. Councillor Speed put forward that the development would bring jobs to the village, will be 
based on agricultural farmland and be growing UK produce and proposed that the Council support 
this application. This proposal was seconded by Councillor Parish and following a unanimous vote, 
it was resolved to support this planning application. 


16/00674/FUL —Morning Meadow, Grunty Fen — Replacement three bedroom detached 
Dwelling. Stretham Parish Council is consulted on this application as a neighbouring parish. The 
Council raised serious concerns that yet again this planning application relates to 
development outside of the envelope. The Council agreed it is an unsuitable location and 
on wet, low lying land. It was proposed by Councillor Parish and seconded by Councillor 
Speed to submit this response, all Councillors in agreement. 


Letter from Ely Design Group regarding proposed development on Newmarket Road 

The Council would be pleased to see the old transport yard site re-developed as it is such 

an eye sore on entry into the village from Wicken. The Council has no objection to the site 
becoming residential dependent on design of the housing. The Council drew attention to the 
fact that the site used to be a rubbish dump and is classed as contaminated land which may 
be a major hurdle to overcome. The Council will obviously respond formally at the time that 
a planning application comes forward for this site. 


9. To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the Council. SWCLT has unfortunately 
experienced further Clerking issues at a very crucial time. The first three houses are due 

for handover early in September and some borrowing may be necessary. The site is 
developing very well and there is a good level of interest in the properties, especially for 
rental. Councillor Roberts has approached the Parish Clerk, Rachel Watts, about taking back on 
the role of Clerk to SWCLT to give SWCLT some stability at this crucial time. The Clerk 
would need support with the Parish role to continue to provide the level of service provided 
and to take forward the major projects coming forward. Councillor Roberts sought 
agreement from the Council to employ an Assistant Parish Clerk so that Rachel has support 
with major projects and can slowly reduce her hours as the Assistant becomes competent 

to take forward SWCLT. Councillor Nuttall stated that as long as the current level of service 
is maintained, he is supportive of the addition of an Assistant Parish Clerk. The Clerk 
explained that a number of villages now have an Assistant Parish Clerk and that in no way 
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would the level of service decline with these changes. The Council agreed in principle to this 
proposal and asked the Finance, Personnel and Governance Sub-Committee to take this forward. 
Proposed by Councillor Speed, seconded by Councillor Nuttall, all Councillors in favour. 


2016 08 02 PC 

To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

Councillor Roberts provided a full update to the Council. Rachel Watts has now taken on 
the Clerk role and is in the process of making contact with those definitely interested in the 
shared ownership properties. The first three houses are due for handover in September. 


Good progress is also being made with the next batch of 5 houses due for completion early 
in 2017. 


The Clerk put forward a query from Jo Andow who runs the new Slimming World group at 
the Pavilion. Jo would like to put a banner up in the village advertising the group. After 
discussion, it was agreed that the banner can be erected on the verge outside the Pavilion 
car park but only whilst the group is in session and not permanently. 


A question about a joint Remembrance Sunday arrangements with St James’ Church was 
raised and it was agreed that both memorials should be covered on the day. 


13. To receive the Minutes of the Finance, Governance and Personnel Sub-Committee 
Meeting held on Monday 11th July 2016 and ratify the decisions made 

The Minutes of both the open and closed sections of the meeting were circulated. 
Councillor Nuttall raised one missing item relating to the running of a separate budget for 
the Pavilion Nursery. This would be managed by Councillor Nuttall. Aside from this, 
Councillor Bright proposed to accept all the decisions taken at the meeting and this was 
seconded by Councillor Pearce. The Council therefore ratified the decisions. 


2016 08 04 p6 
John Froggett, 24 killed in a serious accident on the A10 near Stretham 


2016 09 06 PC 
The new Assistant Parish Clerk, Mary Hook, was given a warm welcome to the meeting. 


The Councillors received a full update on tasks completed since the last meeting. The first 
quote to extend the fencing at the All Weather Pitch to stop balls flying into the Bowls Club 
has come in well over £1000. The Clerk was asked to look into other options 


6. To discuss recent vandalism at at Topsy and Tim Play Area 

Around the middle of August, one of the brand new swings at the play area was vandalised 
and broken from the chain. It is now not usable. A child has been named as the alleged 
person responsible for the damage. The Clerk has reported this via email to the local 
PCSO, Jonathan Hall and he advised to report this incident on 101. The Clerk sought 
clarification if the Council would like this to happen. The Council agreed that this should be 
reported formally. The Council also agreed that a letter to the child’s parents should be sent 
once a quotation has been received for the repair and the cost should be charged to the 
child’s parents. 

Aside from this, a boot scrapper has been installed twice at this All Weather Pitch and been 
yanked out and twice and on the second time, was damaged beyond repair. 

The Council was extremely disappointed to hear that such occurrences are happening and 
all agreed a zero tolerance approach to handing these situations should be taken. 

Councillor Murfitt reported that a large number of people are gathering at the All Weather 
Pitch on a Sunday evening and that rubbish is being left around. The Clerk agreed to raise 
awareness of this to the PCSO. 
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10. To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

The Clerk provided a full update to the Council in her capacity as Clerk to SWCLT. All 
progressing very well and the first 3 houses should be ready early October. It is likely that 
two of the three houses will go to shared ownership. 


Councillor Parish raised the issue that the map of the village is out of date. The Clerk 
explained that without a Mapping Tool, it was practically impossible to create an up to date 
map. The Assistant Clerk will look into the cost of Mapping packages. 


2016 09 07 
Two men suffer burns in village oil tank explosion, Reads Street ... loud bang and big flames, air 
ambulance lands in field, Berry Green. Photos. 2016 09 07 CN 


2016 10 04 PC 

Concerns were raised from various members of the public regarding the use of Short Road as a 
short-cut avoiding the roundabout at heavy traffic times; namely early in the morning until 
approximately 8.30am and again between 3.30pm and 6pm. Residents have indicated that there is a 
large volume of traffic, including coaches and heavy goods vehicles, driving in a fast and 
dangerous manner. It was felt that there were various options available that the public wished the 
Council to consider. Those mentioned were blocking off one end of Short Road, having a barrier 
entry installed, limiting speed to 20mph, having no right- turn from Cambridge Road onto Short 
Road, using happy/ sad electronic signage or having traffic calming in the form of ‘mounds’ 
installed. The Clerk and Assistant Clerk had already met with representatives of County Council 
Highways department to discuss the various options open to the Council. The guidance of the 
Highways department was that having cars parked on the side of the road created a natural traffic 
calming, this is the case along Short Road. The road is not wide enough to install humps which go 
from one side to the other, the road is only 5m wide and advice is that a width of 52m is required. 
There would also be problems with drainage is the road were to be widened. Pillows were possibly 
an option, however at least five sets would be needed and there may well be problems with 
installing them as they have to be a set distance from driveway openings. Highways were also 
mindful of the fact that there would be noise from vehicles when they drove over the pillows. There 
have been historical instances of pillows being removed as they have proved un-popular with 
residents. Councillor Roberts explained that Stretham had many traffic issues, including that of 
speeding through the entire village and that it has always been the view of the Council that traffic 
calming should not be introduced and that the Public should play a part in being responsible for 
their actions. 


11. To consider the purchase of QuickBooks accounting package 

The Clerk explained to the Council that the Assistant Clerk has full knowledge of QuickBooks and 
would like to use this software for the Council’s accounts. A sum for the purchase of QuickBooks 
was agreed up to £500 and the Finance Sub- Committee was asked to look into this in more detail. 
The expenditure was proposed by Councillor Nuttall and seconded by Councillor Bright. 


14. To receive an update on the progress of SWCLT 

All is progressing well. The first three houses should be handed over by the end of October. The 
first hand-over is imminent with the house being allocated on a shared ownership basis to a local 
family (from Stretham with a young child). Three more properties should be ready by the end of 
February 2017. Two properties are two bedroom houses for shared- ownership and the third is a 
three bedroom house for rental. The allocations committee are due to meet regarding the third 
property. Fourteen private houses have been sold on the development. 

A welcome pack is being produced by Stretham Youth Centre with support from Laragh Homes and 
Stretham Parish Council. SWCLT is planning a Launch Event which is likely to be in early January 
2017. 
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A letter was received from Highways concerning the encroachment of land near the garage. It 
confirmed that as far as they are concerned it does not affect the highway. It was agreed that the 
Clerk will refer back to County for clarification as to why the Parish Council should pay the legal 
fees in this connection.Proposed by Cllr. Parish and seconded by Councillor Previtt. 


2016 11 01 PC 

There were members of the public present to support the planning application for an outbuilding at 
17 Short Road, Stretham to be built for use as a beauty salon. The Clerk had received three emails 
concerning this matter, two in support of the application and one raising objections. The owner of 
the property at Short Road briefly explained the proposals. The main concerns raised by the 
Council were that the building should remain solely for the use of 17 Short Road and should not be 
sold as a separate entity at any point in the future. Secondly, the height of the building was given 
some consideration. It was generally felt that as many of the surrounding buildings are bungalows, 
this may stand out. Positive points raised were concerning the parking, with the proprietor being 
able to provide off- road parking for her clients. With the issues raised on speeding and general 
road usage in the Short Road area it was felt that this would be beneficial. The Parish Council also 
felt that small businesses should be encouraged to trade and thrive within the village. 

To receive an update from the SWCLT. 

The first of the three properties that are ready will be allocated on a shared ownership basis. The 
first house allocated is to Laura Farley and family. It is a three- bedroomed property. The second 
house will be rented. One letter has been received from Peggy Lamb raising concerns over the 
Doctor’s Surgery. The SWCLT has plans approved to build the surgery, however, there is a lot of 
NHS re- tape. Every effort is being made for this to go ahead. The Parish Council fully support 
both the building of a new surgery and the efforts being made by SWCLT. 

Finally, there are two more properties to be allocated, one after Christmas and one in 2017. 


2016 12 06 PC 

Steven Smith attended from Speedwatch. Steven thanked and proceed to tell the Council about the 
benefits of having a Speedwatch scheme on the village and that by having teams out once a month 
at different locations, the perception over time is that traffic does slow down and in time it becomes 
a very effective scheme. Once the data of speeding vehicles has been collected and put into the 
Police system and the offender is contacted via letter, the first letter received is a warning, the 
second is a stronger warning and the third letter is taken in person by the police. Only speeds of 36 
mph and over are sent to the police. Steven advised that once Volunteers have been sort, he can 
provide the training that is required. He also has the flexibility to loan the Speedwatch equipment 
until the Council decided if they would like to purchase some equipment, the cost of this is around 
£3000. When asked about the lasting impact of the scheme Steven said that fixed signs can be put 
up saying the Scheme runs in the village. Councillor Prevett said he had a few volunteers and it was 
agreed to put it into the newsletter to gather more support and that the scheme would go ahead in 
January, with Councillor Prevett working with Speedwatch to set it up. 


To discuss with Stretham Sporting Football Club various issues. Representatives attended from 
Stretham Sporting. They firstly thanked the Council for getting the flood lights fixed and stated that 
only a few training sessions had to be cancelled. They enquired as to whether the floodlight lamps 
would be replaced by LED as these are longer lasting, the Council agreed this would be considered 
in the summer. SSRC asked to be kepted informed of the progress. Lack of parking space on match 
days has again caused issues. SSRC said they have asked all away teams to be mindful of their 
parking, where possible to lift share and not to block peoples drives. The blue paint covering the 
front of the Pavilion was discussed. SSRC said there was nowhere else to clean the line painting 
machine and asked if at their own cost could a drain be placed next to the outside tap for them to 
wash the paint away. The council agreed to this but asked that they make sure the paint was safe to 
flush down the drain. It was also agreed that if the building was to ever be used for any other 
purpose that a drain would be put it. SSRC are to clean up the blue paint that is currently covering 
the front of the Pavillion asap and to submit a plan to the council, as to where they plan to put the 
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drain. SSRC got funding for their new goals, they now need somewhere to hold them so they can 

insure them. It was agreed that SSRC could put up a 6ft enclosure using wooden posts and chain- 

link fence. Councillor Taylor asked that there be enough room in the enclosure for the adult goals. 
The council asked to see some drawings of the proposed enclosure before it is erected. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. It is hoped that the first houses will be taken passion 
of before Christmas. The highways issues have now been resolved. Out of the first three houses 
allocated, 1 is to be rented and the other two are shared ownership. 1 of the shared owner ship 
houses has tenants but they are currently still looking to occupy the third. 


Rachel Watts and Councillor Parish have been to the cemetery and look at the size of the size of the 
plots for interment of ashes, Rachel is currently putting this together. It has been agreed that these 
plots will be half the size of a burial plot. Guidelines are to be drawn up for undertakers in 
connection with the new section of the cemetery to be used for internment of ashes. Fees are to be 
half those of a standard burial plot. It was agreed that we should consider record management and 
storage for important items such as burial books. Parish clerk to ask Maureen for the where bouts of 
the award map. 


Eleanor’s Field Sub Committee 

Councillor Parish asked for a quote for a kissing gate to be put in at Eleanor’s field. When the 
gardening contract goes out for tender in the spring, this should also be included, it will require 
flailing and a footpath maintain around the edge. 


Councillor Nutall asked about progress with the proposed Nursery. Heads of terms have now been 
provided to the solicitor. They have however asked for more paperwork form the original handover, 
this is currently being located. As this has taken such a long time to progress the solicitor will be 
told we are going to seek alternative representation if this cannot be progressed. 


-0-0-2017-0-0- 

2017 01 03 PC 

The Pavilion required a new padlock as the previous one has disappeared and we had reports of 
drug dealing taking place in the car park. A new lock has been fitted to the changing room door of 
the Pavilion, the kitchen tap repaired and the toilet waste pipe fitted. It was reported that it looks 
like somebody has tried to force the main door to the pavilion, there is minimal damage 


Comments received back regarding the A10 Traffic Island and Top street parking. The A10 traffic 
island has been there for years and drivers have no excuse but their own failings if they hit them, 
there are bollards and lining on the road to alert drivers they are there. Granted that the bollards can 
get damaged and the lines fade but the carriageway is wide enough to accommodate all vehicles on 
both sides of them. The road gets inspected every month so any damage or hazard there would be 
picked up by the inspector. With funding as it is repairs would not be done on things such as 
chipped kerbs unless they were loose or causing a hazard, however over the Christmas period the 
bollards were wiped out in an RTC. They have been made safe and await repair. 


To receive information from the public with refence to planning submitted for Fieldside 
The public stated that they would like to object to this planning for the following reasons; 


° The proposed building of a 5-bedroom house is felt to be out of keeping in the surrounding 
area. 

° There is an access issues 

° The previous issues raised when planning was put in have not been addressed 

° It is a flood risk as there is no soak away and the ditch normally floods 

° Fieldside is an un-adopted road and in poor condition 

. The sewage system could not cope with the extra houses 
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The assistant clerk showed to the council the pieces of play equipment that had been 
suggested for the play area. The Council decided that the items suggested were not 
suitable and not what was required. The Council agreed to look at this again in Jan 2018 
with regards to a complete overhaul of the area. 


Councillor Roberts informed the Council that Laragh Homes are proposing a new play area 
be built at Manor Farm. It was generally felt that another play area is not needed in the 
village and that the Parish Council would incur ongoing upkeep costs. It was agreed that the 
Recreation Sub — Committee should meet with Laragh Homes and discuss funding for 

the modifying of Short Road play area instead. 


To discuss the quote received for the Joinery at the Cemetery 

The Cemetery shed requires work on the sliding doors and the gothic windows. The quote received 
for works comes to £3000. The Parish Clerk is to see if we can get any alternative quotes for this 
work and to contact Emma Grimmer to see if the CIL money can be used for this project and to find 
out if there are any grants available for this type of work. The shed provides storage for village 
equipment. 


To agree the Precept for 2017 
The Council agreed to keep the Precept the same as last year £64,000, this means there will be no 
rise in council tax. Proposed by Councillor Speed and second by Councillor Thake 


16/01685/FUL — The Council objected to the planning for the following reasons. The five-bedroom 
house wold not be in keeping with the area. Causing an adverse effect on the landscape. 
Drainage/Sewers — There is already considerable issues with the drainage and sewerage pipes in this 
area of Stretham. The pipes in Fieldside and Green End frequently overflow with moderate rainfall 
causing foul water and sewerage to come to the surface. Anglian Water regularly have to clean the 
drains out in this area identifying that there is quite clearly a problem with capacity. There is an 
open drain that runs alongside the track to Meadow Farm which would require enforcing. Access — 
Fieldside is an un-adopted highway and it is in a terrible condition. It is understood the highway has 
no intention of adopting this road. The access to Meadow farm is narrow and opposite a driveway, 
this raises concerns about the number of vehicles using the junction onto Fieldside daily. The 
Council would ask that this application go for full planning. Councillor Nutall would like to 
Abstained from voting. All other Councillors objected to this planning. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

The first properties are set to be handed over on the 15th January, with the next 3 to be 
allocated around the end of February / beginning of March. Some of the private houses are 
now occupied. There is to be a meeting of the CLT to be held on the 12 of January. The 
doctor’s surgery is still being discussed, it was due to be built with Phase 2 but has now 
been moved back to Phase 3. The CCG need to approve the plans for this and it must fit 
with the NHS policy. The Welcome pack is currently in draft form and awaiting the village 
map to be finalised 


Middle Drove Common 

Karen Champion has recently inspected Middle Drove Common. All being well with 17/18 
budget they will do some work on the drove to repair the dips and hollows that hold water 
and lead to a downward spiral in its condition. The access to fields will always mean that 
tractors use the route, and they are right to spread the inevitable damage across the whole 
of the track, there is no special verge area on a byway. The work will need to be carried out 
hen ground conditions are drier, hopefully around May and doing the work will inevitably 
mean that conditions will be less pleasant for a while whilst the work settles. If the work 
goes ahead, IDB will let the rate payers know what they are trying to achieve as the tractors 
drivers will be safer without the low spots. 
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Parish Rooms hire 

A request has been made by the Yoga group who use the Parish Rooms on a Saturday. 
They currently have been paying a trial price for hire of £12.50 a session, this is now due 
to increase to the normal rate of £15. The yoga group have asked if they could pay £8 a 
session. The Council agreed that this was not enough and that the normal £15 would need 
to be paid as that is the price all the other groups pay. 


Coucillor Roberts asked if a request could be put into the next newsletter asking if anyone had any 
interesting local stories or photos they would like to share. 


2017 01 12 p50 
Demolition of the existing dwelling, garage and outbuilding at Meadow Farm, Fieldside 


2017 02 07 PC 
Laragh Homes have been in contact and the following street names have been applied for, Poachers 
Way and Dockey Court. 


The public would like to object to the outline planning application on Fieldside due to the following 
reasons. The access is very narrow, nothing in the plans has addressed this issue. The character of 
the houses are not in keeping, they are two storey bungalows so would still be higher than the 
current dwellings. The un-adopted road is not very well kept, and heavy vehicles using the road 
would cause even more damage. There would be an issue with additional cars coming in and out of 
Fieldside and additional cars parking. 


District Council 

A scheme to buy/sell play parks is in operation. The Topsy and Tim Park was sold to the 
village for £5, if it stays a play park, if the village decide that they no longer want it 

then the Council would buy it back 


To consider planning applications 

16/01766/FUL — Land adjacent to 16 Fieldside, Stretham, Ely, Cambs. The Council felt that the two 
Storey buildings would affect the view of the country side. The drains are not able to cope with the 
extra houses. The site is bigger than the original outline planning. There is a concern about the 
access along with extra parking and cars visiting. It is an over development of the site. Proposed to 
object to planning by Councillor Parish, second by Councillor Thake. The whole council objected to 
the planning. 


17/00103/OUT — Outline application. It will cause an increase in traffic along 

Short road, the access in and out of the site is very narrow and there is already additional 
traffic from the business as well as from the houses. The site will be over developed. 
Objection proposed by Councillor Speed and second by Councillor Parish. The whole 
Council objected to this planning. 


16/01811/FUL — Former Haulage Yard, Newmarket Road, Stretham. The council have no 
issue with the improvement of the site, however they do have grave concerns of developing 
on a landfill site and would worry about the radon gas issues. Objection to the building was 
made by Councillor Pearce and second by Councillor Thake. The whole Council objected to 
this planning. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. 

The first two houses will be occupied in February. The finance has been approved from the charity 
bank. There will be an official opening in March, where Gavin Barwell the housing minister will 
open the site 


Councilor Parish has looked at Mr Penny’s Timesheets, it was felt that charging half an hour 
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to put bins out was very high and that the contract needs to be looked and a cap put on 
hours and anything else needs to be approved by the Clerk. Councilor Parish and The Clerk 
to work together to look at the contract and bring to the next meeting. 


Councillor Nuttall ask about the progress of the nursery proposal. Councillor Roberts explained that 
he and the Clerk had met With Emma Grima from East Cambs to see if they could manage the 
project on behalf of the Council and that an update would be provided at the next meeting. 


2017 03 07 PC 

To receive an update on the Nursery proposal 

A meeting has taken place with East Cambs District Council to see if we could get assistance with 
project managing the proposal and to discuss the legal side of the proposal. It was asked that a 
meeting be set up between Councillors and East Cambs to discuss concerns and questions that the 
council have 


To discuss the new job description for the Caretaker 

The job description for the Caretaker has been reviewed, amending some tasks currently 
undertaken. It was felt by the Council that the position should have monthly capped hours, 
with additional work to be approved by the Parish Clerk. There was quite a lot of cleaning 
tasks that are being undertaken after bookings, this needs to be addressed as our contracts 
clearly state that the rooms should be left in the state they are found and therefore not the 
job of the Caretaker to clean up after each booking. 


To receive planning application decisions 
16/01685/FUL — Meadow Farm, Fieldside, Stretham — Approved 


2017 03 09 
A moment of calm; Kate Sadler’s latest interior design project — a blank canvas new build in 
Stretham — is cosy and effortlessly elegant: Manor Farm Estate showhouse 2017 03 09 


2017 04 03 PC 

Jacky and I attended a meeting with Laragh Homes. The play park and green spaces of Manor Farm, 
once they are complete will be handed over to the CLT to maintain. All houses on the site will pay a 
fee to cover these costs. 


Some members of the public came to comment on planning application 17/00103/OUT 17 
Short road Stretham. It was commented that although the planning had been scaled back it 
was still an over development of the site. They felt the noise from the extra traffic would 
create an issue for surrounding dwellings and were worried about the extra traffic from the 
Salon as well as the traffic from the proposed houses. It was suggested that if this planning 
is granted then ‘’where would it end’’ as there is other land that could be developed on the 
site and felt that this was a slippery slope. The members of public also commented on the 
loss of habit for wildlife. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 
The Grand opening will take place on the 11th May at 2pm with the whole Council being 
invited to attended 


An email was received from the organisers of Stretham Fest, asking if the dates could be changed to 
the 18th, 19th and 20th of August. The Council asked the Clerk to make contact to clarify the 
following points and to ask them to attend the next Parish Council Meeting to discuss a few 
concerns. 


1) Has an event notice and license been sort from East Cambs District Council? 
2) What would they like to use the Pavilion for? 
3) What part of the recreation ground will they be using and will any of it be fenced off? 
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4) What consultation has taken place with residents of Short Road, Cambridge Road and 
Wilburton Road? 

5) What are the Camping plans? 

6) What toilet facilities will be in place? 


There have been reports of flooding down Green End after heavy rain. The run offs have all 
been squashed by the lorries that reverse up and down. The crash barrier has also been hit 
and is now pushed right back. The Clerk to speak to Pam at the Highways Department to 

see if a sign could go up warning that Green End is not suitable for HGV access and to see if 
the Crash Barrier can be repaired. 


2017 05 02 PC 

The signs have gone up asking tractors and lorries to slow down. With regards to the encroachment 
on Short Road from a highway point of view there is no real issue that affects the highway use. All 
they will do is write to the garage and let them know they are aware of the encroachment but will 
take no further action, at this time. However, if in the future, they needed to reclaim that section of 
land for highway purposes they would be in their rights to do so. Alternatively, they could apply for 
Stopping up order to purchase the extent of encroachment. Highways are going to look at the crash 
barrier down green end and the soak away’s and asses them. Pam is also going to look at what the 
criteria is for putting up a sign warning of the narrow road. The internal auditor has been to look 
over the end of year accounts. I have also been working on the preparing for the Feast. 


To agree the next steps to the nursery proposal 

Councillor Nuttall proposed the following action with regards to the proposal. 

The Finance Sub-Committee is hereby authorised and requested by the Parish Council to progress 
the proposal to extend the Pavilion into a building suitable for use as a Nursery and to lease this on 
commercial terms, subject to a suitable commercial agreement and financial proposal. 

The Sub-Committee will report back to the Council monthly until completion of the project in an 
agenda standing item. If at any time, the Sub-Committee considers that the proposal should not 
proceed, it will raise this at the next Council meeting for consideration. 

The Sub-Committee will have due regard to the potential risks to the financial position of the 
Council and will monitor and mitigate risks where possible. 

The Sub-Committee will seek approval at full Council meetings at key points in the project as 
highlighted below in bold. 

The Sub-Committee is authorised to commit up to £10,000 of expenditure in respect of costs related 
to the project before the signature of the lease. Expenditure above this will require additional 
approval from full Council. 

Key project milestones 

Items in bold below will be brought to full Council for approval before action. 


. Drafting of Heads of Terms 

° Signature to Heads of Terms 

° Revised Architect plan 

° Builder’s quotation 

° Outline planning advice (if required) 

° Planning Permission 

. Presentation to Council to approve 

o Project Plan 

o Lease to Nursery company 

o Financial Proposal (including mortgage if required) 
e Builder’s Contract 

e Architect’s Contract 

e Project Manager agreement (if required) 
° Other supplier contracts as needed 

: Start of work 

° First Fix 
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° Practical Completion & handover — rental period starts 
° Opening 


The above action was proposed by Councillor Speed and seconded by Councillor Taylor, the 
council all voted for this action except for Councillor Pearce who abstained. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

Councillor Roberts provided an update on the CLT. 3 houses have now been handed over with 2 
occupied and 1 still available. There will be 5 from phase 3, which will be waiting for tenants. The 
finance has come through from the Charity bank this has been a long drawn out processes, the 
official launch has been put back due to the snap election. 


2017 05 25 p8 
Similar to the one that has been built at Stretham. But Cambridge city council paid 


2017 05 31 

Wave of funding helps more wakeboarders take to the water. Hannam’s Wake Hub got £85,320 
from ACRE and the Cambridgeshire Fens Leader which set up to help businesses reach their 
potential. It has allowed Hannam’s Wake Hub to install a new fiver-tower cable. Hub began in 2012 
with a two-tower cable. Mayor James Palmer officially opened the season. Jess Hannam runs the 
business ... contacted a farmer who wanted to diversify the use of their land. 2017 03 31CI 


2017 05 31 
Cutting library newspapers is akin to throwing away our city’s history: article by Mike Petty 
reflecting on importance of local newspapers in the Cambridgeshire Collection. 2017 05 31a CI 


2017 06 06 PC 

To approve the SSRC accounts 

The SSRC accounts were approved. This was proposed by Councillor Thake and seconded 

by Councillor Nuttall. 

It was noted from the audit report that the SSRC is still heavily reliant on the Parish Council 
contributions to run, and that the maintenance of separate accounts is a continuing burden in effort 
and cost to the Council, with no benefit to either the Council or the SSRC. 

It was agreed that a meeting of the SSRC should be called where the members of the SSRC (who 
are the Parish Councillors) be asked to consider dissolution of the SSRC. The Council has 
previously sought other trustees to take over the running of the SSRC, but no parties have ever 
come forward as potential trustees of the SSRC. Councillor Nuttall agreed to put together an 
agreement to be considered by both the Council and the SSRC at the meeting, all Councillors agreed 
to this approach. The clerk will put a notice on the Parish Notice Board advising the community of 
the proposed meeting and all clubs who are regular users of the Pavilion will be contacted to allow 
everyone the chance to air their views. 


To discuss advertising potential of the village newsletter 

It was felt by the council that they did not want to turn the Newsletter into pages of adverts and keep 
it to village news. However, the council felt it was worth writing to some local businesses to see if 
we could get some paid advertising. 


To approve the netting for the top of the All-Weather Pitch 

The clerk reported that she could not find anyone else who was willing to fit the net to the top of the 
All — Weather Pitch, therefore the council would go ahead with the quote from Odd jobs 247. The 
council asked that the top of the middle of the net be raised to stop the net sagging. A sign is also to 
be erected to say the council will not take liability for anyone who climbs on to the top of the net. 
This action was proposed by Councillor Thake and seconded by Councillor Pearce. 


16/01811/FUL — Transport yard on Wicken Road - The Council had no attention points to 
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note regarding this planning. And again, stated they would like to see development of this 
site but do question if it is safe to build on an old landfill site. This was proposed by 
Councillor Pearce and seconded by Councillor Previtt. 


To receive an update on the Nursery project 

Following on from the legal advice that has been sought, the solicitor has advised 

that it would be legally complex for the development and lease of the Pavilion to be able to progress 
while the lease of the Pavilion to the SSRC is in place. The Council felt that, with the potential cost 
and difficulty of progressing the Nursery project while the lease is in place and the ongoing cost and 
burden of maintaining the separate SSRC accounts, the SSRC should be asked to consider 
dissolving, as discussed in item 7 above. 


2017 06 26 

Bespoke developer celebrates milestone. Laragh Homes established in 2007 ... forged exceptionally 
strong relationships with number of investment partners ... It has also been at the forefront of 
development based on a combination of public and private funding such as Manor Farm, Stretham, 
which includes landowner Peterhouse and the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust, 
which will own the properties and manage them going forward. Managing Director said “I am 
particularly proud of our work as part of the consortium bringing the Manor Farm project to fruition 
... it is our largest development, at 75 properties. Charles Roberts, Chairman of Stretham and 
Wilburton CLT and leader of East Cambridgeshire District Council said: “It’s an absolute pleasure 
to celebrate with Laragh. In terms of the Manor Farm development, what we have got is exactly as 
agreed at the start ... the appetite to do something different to the norm and the commitment from 
the whole Laragh team has been really impressive” 2017 06 26 CN 


2017 07 04 PC 

Meeting adjourned for SSRC meeting. SSRC was formed to look after the recreation ground and to 
supply sporting facilities for the village. The Council gain some income from rent of the pitches and 
the pavilion but this does not in any way cover the cost of the SSRC. The Parish Council has to 
make significant contributions every couple of months to cover the running costs. After advertising 
this meeting and informing the local sports clubs, no one has come forward to take over the 
trusteeship of the SSRC. After a lengthy discussion, the SSRC trustees felt that the only conceivable 
way forward would be to dissolve the SSRC. This action was proposed by Councillor Taylor and 
seconded by Councillor Pearce, the whole Council agreed. Now the SSRC has been dissolved the 
Council will close the bank account and notify the Charity Commission. The Clerk to look through 
the paper work to find the SSRC accounts and see what the building was valued at when first built, 
in reparation for the Charity Commission. 


The Clerk explained to the Council that when a Councillor is going to be absence from a 
meeting they must inform the Clerk that they are not going to be at the meeting, they must 
also provide a reason for their absence which the Council must approve. If no explanation is 
provided or the Council do not accept this reason the absence will be classed as 
unauthorised. 


To consider the Parish Community Room. The Council agreed that we should start to look for sites 
around the village and find out the cost of land, before we move this project forward. 


To discuss Mepal Football Club using the adults football pitch next season 

Mepal is unable to use their pitch next season and have asked f they could hire Stretham on a 
Saturday afternoon. Councillor Taylor advised that there is not currently an adult team on a 
Saturday so the pitch is free. The Council agreed that they could hire the pitch at a cost of £300 a 
season, Mepal would have to speak with Lee Taylor in regard to a contribution towards line painting 
and using the equipment. 


16/01811/FUL — Former haulage Yard, Newmarket Road, Stretham — Refused 
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To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. 3 more houses have been received with 6 in total and 
all are now occupied. 2 further properties to come across soon, a 3-bedroom house and a 2-bedroom 
bungalow, the hose has been allocated but the bungalow has not. Phase 2 has now started and the 
first house is due to be handed over at the end of the year. The SWCLT are currently in talks with 
the NHS regarding the new doctor’s surgery and how this can be moved forward. The Clerk to 
speak to the site manager regarding the cemetery path. 


To receive an update on the Nursery Project 
The solicitor is currently drawing up the HoT, we need clarification of the lease to move this 
forward. The HoT should be ready to present at the next Council meeting. 


2017 07 11 p2 
On projects including the development at Manor Farm, Stretham which involves a public-private 
partnership 


2017 08 01 PC 

Susanna Rippingale was in attendance to discuss the proposed Nursery project. After submitting a 
document to the Council regarding the Nursery requirements, she came to see if the Council had any 
questions. The Council advised Susanna that they would not be happy putting a high fence around 
the whole of the Pavilion. However, a lower fence would be considered. The Council had no further 
questions. 


To review the Heads of Terms for the nursery Project 

The Finance sub-committee gave feedback to the Council on a meeting with Sally Bonnett of East 
Cambs (who will project manage the Refurbishment for the Nursery). The Finance sub-committee 
has received and reviewed 2 quotes from architects to cover the Refurbishment. It was agreed that 
the total budget for the refurbishment should be increased to £170,000 to include architect’s fees, 
given the current low interest rates available but that this should be a maximum budget for the 
Rental amount already agreed. The Council will be going to the Public Works Loan Board for the 
mortgage. The Rent will still provide a reasonable return on the refurbishment costs. The draft 
Heads of Terms were reviewed and minor changes for clarification were suggested. It was noted 
that, at this point the risk to the Parish Council would be the total Architects fees in the case that the 
project does not proceed. It was proposed by Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor Bright 
that the Finance sub-committee are authorised to execute the Head of Terms with the changes noted 
once they are ready for signature and to instruct architects.Actions: 

Councillor Nuttall to update Heads of Terms and letter to Rippingales. 

Clerk to contact the public works loan board to start discussion of mortgage. 


To sign the paperwork to close the SSRC account 

It was agreed at the last Council meeting to dissolve the SSRC. All bank forms were signed to close 
the SSRC bank account. Councillor Nuttall to register the dissolution with the Charity Commission 
Website. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

6 houses are now occupied. 8 from phase 1 transferred, the only one not yet occupied is a 

2 bed bungalow. SWCLT would be very interested in hearing from people who are 
interested in the houses. There is to be a meeting held in August to discuss moving the CLT 
doctor surgery forward. This has been a very challenging process but hope to make some 
progress soon. 


2017 09 05 PC 

To Discuss the vandalism to the defibrillator 

Part of the defibrillator has been stolen and some wires pulled out from the actual 
machine. The Council discussed getting a defibrillator that is locked in a box, if it 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from — www.mikepetty.org.uk 


Stretham from 2000: the Digital Age by Mike Petty 


needs to be used you dial 999 give the code and they will then give the caller the 
keypad code to unlock the box. The Clerk to find out if there is funding available to 
help purchase a new defibrillator. 


17/01272/FUM — Lazy Otter — Proposed extension to Lazy Otter Meadows Caravan Park to allow 
for the siting of 34 static holiday/lodges together with environmental improvements — The Council 
would like to object to this planning for the following reasons, Access to the site, the adverse effect 
on the local landscape, no contribution to the already stretched resources of the village such as 
doctors etc. This was proposed by Councillor Roberts, seconded by Councillor Bright with the 
whole Council in agreement. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

All the houses that have been handed over are now all allocated, just waiting on 
acceptance of the last bungalow. Next to come over are 4 x 2-bedroom houses hopefully in 
January and then in May 4 more 1-bedroom bungalows. 


To receive an update on the Nursery Project 

The HoT have now been updated and sent over o the Rippingales to sign, the Clerk to chase this up. 
The draft lease has also now been drawn up, and Councillor Nuttall has registered the dissolution of 
the SSRC with the charity commission. 


2017 10 03 PC 

To discuss the Community Room project 

The Amenities working party met to discuss the location and would like to formally propose 
to the Council that we approach Stretham Charities to see if some of the allotment land 
could be used for the New Community room. This was proposed by Councillor Parish and 
seconded by Councillor Saunt with the whole Council in agreement. Councillor Parish put 
forward the quote from James Baderley to project manage the Community room project, the 
Council felt that there would be tasks that need completing that Councillors do not have the 
time or expertise to do and so James would be an asset in assisting with this process. This 
was proposed by Councillor Pearce and seconded by Councillor Thake the rest of the 
Council agreed with Councillor Taylor abstaining from voting. 


17/01560/FUM — Change of use of paddock to 10 pitches for traveller families. Land at 
E550177 N277983 Pools Road Wilburton. The Council made the same comments as the 
last time this planning was submitted. The site is not located near any amenities and 
therefore, car journeys would have to be made, also there is no footpath due to the location 
and the Grunty Fen road is not the best read to be walking along so this poses a danger to 
the pedestrians and drivers. The proposed site would be out of keeping within the 
countryside and overall appearance of the countryside would be compromised 


To receive an update on the Nursery Project 

The Heads of Terms have now been signed by the Rippingales and the Council, the company that 
intends to operate the Nursery has been registered by the Rippingales as Stretham Pavilion Day 
Nursery Ltd. Two codes have been set up in the Councils accounts for costs and income relating to 
this project. A meeting has been arranged with Sally Bonnet on Friday to discuss next steps. 


2017 10 16 p10 
William Richard Dick Gill passed away tragically 


2017 10 31 p13 
In the spirit of Hallowe’en: Cambridge Ghost Hunters investigate haunted places; includes Stretham 


Old Engine. Mr Jones said in their engine room there’s something 2017 10 31 CN 


2017 11 07 PC 
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Objections to proposed development at 8B Wilburton Road & 14 Brook Lane 


SSRC. Next four houses to be handed over in December, allocated to local people. Phase three to 
start soon, Meeting with NHS re doctor’s surgery 


Update on nursery project: three quotes provided 


Community Room: have written to Charities re allotment land to see if could rent some for the 
project. Charity look into legality and would like community survey to ensure there is a need 


Resident objects 8b Wilburton Road 
Resident objects 14 Brook Lane 


SSRC 
Next four houses due hand over December, meeting with NHS re surgery 


Nursery Project: 
Request formal survey, accept middle quote 


Community Room project 
Chjarity to investigate legality 


2017 11 09 

A new deputy mayor for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough has been appointed following the 
resignation of Huntingdonshire’s Robin Howe. The county’s combined authority announced on 
Wednesday that Councillor Charles Roberts was to become the new deputy mayor, just days after 
Councillor Howe announced he was standing down. Cllr Howe who represents Upwood and the 
Raveleys, said his resignation was a “private matter” and was not prepared to expand on his reasons 
for leaving the cabinet. He said he would continue to serve as a district councillor and was 
considering standing for election again next year but had not made up his mind whether to do so. 
Cllr Roberts, currently leader of East Cambridgeshire District Council, was selected by the mayor, 
James Palmer. Mr Palmer said: “Charles served as my deputy during my time as leader at East 
Cambridgeshire District Council so I’m fully aware of his talents and record of delivery. “We 
worked extremely well together as leader and deputy and I am hopeful that we will be able to build 
upon this record of achievement to deliver for the whole of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 
Whilst sad to see Robin Howe leave the cabinet, I’m extremely confident about what the new 
cabinet can achieve working together over the next three and a half years.” 

Cllr Roberts added: “It’s a great honour to have been chosen to be the new deputy mayor. Like the 
mayor, I was born and have lived my entire life in the county. I’m extremely proud of our area and 
its huge potential for the future. “As the leader of East Cambridgeshire District Council I will 
continue to be fully focused on delivering for all residents across the district. However, in addition 
to this, I welcome the opportunity to play a key role in supporting the mayor as he seeks to turn his 
ambitious and visionary plans for the entirety of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough into reality.” Ely 
Standard 


2017 12 05 PC 

To receive a presentation from Gary Johns on the Nursery Project 

After reviewing the original plans, the architect felt that the current budget that has been set would 
not cover the current plans. Therefore, Gary produced some amended plans to try and bring the cost 
down. They looked at trying to make the most of the existing space that is there. The front space 
would be widened rather than build out into the car park. The toddler room will take in some of the 
existing hall that is in place and a foldable partition put down the middle to split it into the two 
rooms, this would then make it a more versatile space. The reception area has been made smaller 
and the office has been moved to the back of the building. One option presented would be to convert 
two of the existing toilets to be suitable for children, leaving one for adults. Due to Ofsted 
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requirements the toilets may have to be looked at again. The kitchen will have to be considered as 
there will need to be a tea point and a kitchen for food prep for the children. A meeting to be set up 
to present the new plans to the Nursery provider and to progress the designs to the stage that we can 
seek cost estimates and a quotation from a builder. 


The draft Local Plan has now been agreed and the Council looked through this. In 

terms of allocation one site in Stretham was identified at Manor Farm. Residential development 
in the region of 100 homes, a large part of the site is currently under development by the SWCLT, 
with planning permission for 75 units. The remaining allocated part of the site should deliver 
approximately 25 additional units at land located north of Plantation Gate. Provision of land for 
the extension of the Cemetery, located to the north of the site. Vehicular access to the site from 
Newmarket Road, at the South of the site. Plantation Gate provides an opportunity for pedestrian 
and cycle links, connecting the development site to the village centre. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 
4 houses are to be handed over in January and all have been allocated to local people. A scheme is 
coming together in Wilburton. 


An email was received regarding the drains down Brooke Lane and the number of tractors that are 
churning up the verges, it was suggested that a path be put down as there are a lot more pedestrians 
that use the road now. The Council discussed this proposal and felt that a path could not be put 
down as it could not be put all the way along the road. The farm entrance that is currently being 
used will soon stop so the farm traffic will not be going down Brook lane and this should help with 
some of the issues. The Clerk is going to write to the highways department regarding the drains. 


-0-0-2018-0-0- 

2018 01 02 PC 

Sally Bonnet has contacted me about the cycle path feasibility study we had agreed to pay the 
£2,340.00 for this, it has now gone up to £3,000 are we willing to pay the extra cost. 


To discuss adding the Grass cutting at Manor Farm to the current Contract 
The CLT contacted The Parish Council to find out if the grassed areas at Manor Farm could 
be added to the current Parish Maintenance contract. The Clerk to speak to Truelink to find 
out how much the cost would be to add this to the current contract in place. 


To receive an update on the Nursery Project 

The client is meeting with the Architect to go over the original plans to see where changes can be 
made to the original plans. The new plans will then be update and presented to the Council. The 
Lease is now ready and will circulated to all parties. 


2018 02 02 PC 

Councillor Murfitt and I have met with Cathy regarding the trees around the recreation ground. 
Cathy has advised that there are no tree preservations in place on any trees, she said that the three 
larger trees could do with some dead wood removal and a crown lift but that they are not in any 
danger of coming down. If the Council wishes to replace these trees they can but she advises that 
they could be managed. 


Truelink has advised that to add the grass cutting at Manor Farm to the current contract would be 
£1,200 a year. 


The new gates have been fitted at the Cemetery. 


Beryl Morris came to discuss the issue of rubbish around the village. Beryl and her husband walk 
around the village at least 3 times a week collecting multiple bags of rubbish. The Council is going 
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to put a write up in the village Newsletter to ask that people are more considerate and put all rubbish 
in the bins that are provided around the village. 


A resident came to discuss the holes left by football posts on the recreation ground. There are two 
exposed holes in the ground and a dog has recently caught his paw in the hole and required 
treatment from the vet. The resident asked what is going to happen to the holes and how the Council 
are going to move forward to ensure this does not happen again. The Council asked the Clerk to 
ensure that these are filled in asap and to speak with the football Club to make sure this does not 
happen again. The Clerk to also speak to the Council insurance company to find out who is liable 
for the damage to the dog. 


To receive quotes for the new defibrillator 

Three quotes have now been received for the Defib, the quotes were for £1,799 a reduced rate with 
buying the defib and cabinet from the same company, £4,088 and £4,860. The Council opted to go 
for the quote of £1,799 and asked the Clerk to gain installation quotes. If the Installation quote is 
£300 or less then the Clerk is permitted to go ahead with the project. 


To receive the added cost to the grass cutting contract with Manor Farm added 

The total cost for the grass cutting for Manor Farm will be £1,200 a year, however 
Councillor Roberts added that currently not all the grass areas have been built yet, so 
Marked the map with the areas that are already in place and the Clerk is to go back to 
Truelink to gain a quote for these areas only at present 


17/01272/FUM — Proposed extension to Lazy Otter Meadows Caravan Park to allow for the siting 
of 344 static Holiday/Lodges. After discussion the Council objected to this planning application for 
the following reasons, an adverse effect on the local landscape, Highways issue with regards to 
access and no contribution to the already stretched resources of Stretham Village such as Doctors 
etc. 

18/00023/FUL — Retrospective planning for the retention of three caravans adjacent to the road 
enter site off The Produce Connection Limited. The council made no objection to this planning 
matter but stated that the caravans should only be used for workers. 

18/00030/V ARM — Manor Farm Development. The Council made no objection to the variations of 
this planning application. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. Phase 3 has now started 


The Clerk stated that she would like to cut her hours down from 16 to 10, and asked that an 
RFO be appointed to take on the financial role of the Parish Council. The Council agreed to 
this and decided to start advertising for an RFO, this was proposed by Councillor Parish 
and seconded by Councillor Pearce with the whole Council in agreement. The Council 
stated that they would be happy to look at changing the sage accounting system to on that 
the new RFO would be happy to use. 


An email was received from the yoga group who use the Parish Rooms on a Saturday morning, they 
have stated that the hall is very cold and they are unable to heat up the room in time for the class. 
The Council have agreed to put the heating on, on a Friday evening to ensure that the hall is fit for 
use. 


An email was received from East Cambs regarding an inspection chamber at Chapel Lane, the 
chamber is damaged and in need of repair, however they are unsure of who owns this. The Council 
asked the Clerk to go back to East Cambs and let them know it is BT’s responsibility. 


The Council received an email from Stretham Sporting, asking the Council if they would be happy 
for them to put up a defib. The Council asked where the defib was going to be placed, but would be 
happy to donate £100 towards the fund. 
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Two emails were received from concerned residents, with regards to the proposed incinerator 
planned at Amey Cespa recycling plant a Waterbeach. The Council commented on the proposed 
incinerator at the last meeting and made no objections. 


Recreation Ground Working Party — The Recreation working party met this month to discuss the 
issues of dog mess in the village. Stretham Sporting reported a reduction in the amount of dog mess 
on the recreation ground, however the amount around the village has increased. The working party 
will be meeting with the dog warden to discuss ideas of how this issue will be tackled and will be 
launching some local initiatives. The AWP was also looked at and the Recreation Ground working 
party would like to put forward that the maintenance work be carried out. 


2018 03 06 PC 

After discussions with our insurance company they have advised that the football club are liable for 
the vet’s bill, due to the fact they removed the goal posts without informing us and without filling in 
the holes and the fact that they rent the pitch knowing that it is open to public use. 


I have been approached again regarding the street light that is broken in Fieldside. I had informed 
the resident that the roads are un-adopted therefore it is not our responsibility or the County’s to 
repair this. They have come back and said that the light has one of our stickers on it and the Parish 
Council had it installed, so we should fix it? Please can you advise. The Council stated that they did 
not put the street light up and because the road is un-adopted it is not their responsibility to fix. The 
Clerk to go back to Highways to get advice. 


To receive a presentation from Gary Johns Architect for the new Nursery plans 

The Architect presented an updated plan, taking into account comments received from the tenant, 
and aiming to make best use of the existing building. The front of the current building will be 
extended, the 3 rooms for the Nursery have to stay the same size for the number of children, due to 
Ofsted regulations. The toilets cannot stay in the middle of the building and be a shared facility. So, 
the Toddler room will have to be extended to where the current toilets are to allow toilets to be built 
and the Pre — School room will have to be extended into the kitchen area to allow for additional 
toilets. The current plan is efficient as it can be using all of the available space. The changing rooms 
to stay as they are, with one store being made into an additional kitchen space. There are to be no 
shared spaces. The next step is to engage a Quantity surveyor to price the plans up to give us a 
budget for the build. The architect was asked to obtain quotations from 3 quantity surveyors for the 
work and to have the resulting costings presented back to the Council, including any required value 
engineering options This was proposed by Councillor Prevett and seconded by Councillor Nuttall 
with the whole Council in agreement. 


To receive the added cost to the grass cutting contract with Manor Farm added 
SWCLT have asked if we could add the grass cutting at Manor Farm to Parish 
Councils grass cutting contract. The cost for this will be £996 for the grass that is 
currently in place and rising once the development is completed. The Council asked 
the Clerk to go back to the SWCLT and ask for a 50% contribution towards this cost. 


A letter was received from concerned residents regarding fly tipping around the village especially in 
the old haulage yard next to Manor Farm. The Clerk has already been in contact with the owner to 
ask him to clear the mess unfortunately he has not responded. A request was put into to East Cambs 
to ask for assistance, unfortunately they came back and said if they clear it more rubbish will be 
dumped as there are no preventative measures in place to stop people. The Clerk to go back to 
Environmental Health to see if they can help. 


2018 04 03 PC 


The quote has come back from DEM Sports, they have quoted for two options one is for a 30-meter 
net running along the hedge and one for a 40-meter net, for the 30-meter it would £4,012.00 and for 
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a 40-meter net it would be £4,725.90. Kev’s quote was £1424.28.00, The Council asked The Clerk 
to proceed with the Quote form Kev at Odd Jobs. 


The residents from 8B Wilburton Road came to inform the Council that they had been given 
permission from East Cambridgeshire District Council to fill in the ditch to the front of their 
property. They informed the Council that a pipe will be placed into the ditch to allow for drainage. 
They also commented about the rubbish that is being put over the fence near their property along the 
footpath and assured the Council that it was not their rubbish and asked how this should be dealt 
with, the Council said that is would be the land owner’s responsibility to deal with this. 


To discuss the trees around the recreation ground 

The two large Ash trees have now been removed, so two new trees need to be purchased to replace 
these. The Clerk to also check how many dead trees there are around the Recreation ground and get 
these replaced. The Council asked that park trees are purchased that are suitable for this area, the 
Clerk and Councillor Murfitt to go and purchase the trees. The Council agreed a spend of £1,200 for 
this. This was proposed by Councillor Roberts and seconded by Councillor Thake, with the whole 
Council in agreement. Councillor Roberts asked to ensure that when the trees are planed an 
irrigation pipe is put down to the roots so the trees can be adequately watered. 


To receive an update on the Community Room project 

The results of the community surveys were discussed by the Council. The majority of the surveys 
said that residents would like to be able to use the facility, for exercise classes, clubs, weddings and 
funerals. They also stated that the current Parish Rooms are not used as they are not fit for purpose. 
The Council also discussed the possibility of having a Social Club in the Community Room. The 
Council asked the Clerk to speak with other local Social Clubs to see how they are run, what types 
of events they have and how profitable they are, the Council also asked that a piece be put into the 
Newsletter asking residents if they would like to see a brand new community facility or would they 
like to see the current Parish Rooms renovated, the Council also asked the Clerk to speak to East 
Cambs District Council to see if the Parish Rooms were to be renovated would street parking be an 
issue. 


To receive the quote for the gardening contract 

Three quotes were received for the gardening contract, one from East Cambs District Council for 
£9,474.60p, one from Truelink Ltd for £6,775p and one from Hamill Landscaping for £5,806.50p. 
The Council asked the Clerk to gain references for Hamill Landscapes and if these are acceptable 
the contract will be awarded to Hamill Landscape. This was proposed by Councillor Pearce and 
Seconded by Councillor Murfitt and approved by the whole Council. 

An email was received asking the Council for information with regards to the recent Council Tax 
rise, Councillor Nuttall said he would respond to this email and also write a piece for the newsletter 
letting residents know why the precept has been increased this year. 


The Council received an email regarding rubbish down at the Pavilion. When the bin bags are pt out 
on a Sunday night ready for collection it appears that cats are attacking the bags and the rubbish is 
spilling out. The Council asked the Clerk to ask Dave Russell to keep an eye on this situation. It also 
stated that the Pavilion gate is not being locked at night, this is due to numerous padlocks going 
missing, the clerk to speak to Kev to see if a padlock on a chain can be attached to the gate o it does 
not get lost. 


An email was received from a resident who live down Cemetery Lane, the driveway just off of the 
tarmac road is in need of repair. After looking at the Deed of Grant for this land it states that the 
parish Council will repair and maintain this part of the Road. Councillor Bright and the Clerk to go 
and have a look at the road and see what needs repairing. 


The Council received an email from a resident regarding the new proposed community facility, 
asking why the Council has sought land for this project already and what the need is for a new 
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facility. The Council stated that they have made enquiries into what land may be available in the 
village but has not bought or rented any land. The Council also stated that they are currently in the 
consultation phase with the village and no firm plans have yet been made, the Council is still 
gathering feedback as to what the residents would like. 


Recreation Ground Working Party — The Council has been approached by Wilburton Cricket Club 
Youth team to see if the Youth Team could come and play and practice on Stretham Recreation 
ground. The Clerk to agenda this for the next meeting. Councillor parish also reminded the Council 
that after consultation last year with the village it was requested that a basket ball hoop be put up on 
the recreation ground for basketball practise. The Clerk to look into what type and size of 
hardstanding is required. 

Several complaints have been received regarding the lorries going down Green End, there is a lot of 
damage to the banks and lorries are going down the road and then reversing backwards. The Clerk 
to speak to Kier to see if The Council and Keir can speak to the Highways Department to get some 
signs up stating that the road is not suitable for HGV’s. 


2018 04 06 p11 
Closed off a stretch of the A10 to deal with the incident near Stretham 


2018 05 01 PC 

The Clerk spoken to the football club who would like us to pay Mr Murfitt the vet bill and they will 
reimburse the Council with the money? The Council agreed that this should come straight from 
Stretham Sporting. 


SWCLT have come back to the Council regarding the grass cutting and would be happy to pay 50% 
of the yearly cut. 


To approve the audited end of year accounts for 2018 

The Council viewed the annual return, The Clerk explained that we are owed some Land rent and 
that is why it is down from last year, the Council asked that all CIL money that has been received is 
reported on a separate line, including what it has been spent on. It was proposed by Councillor 
Nuttall and seconded by Councillor Speed to approve the annual return. 

Councillors asked that the RFO look into the options of putting the reserve money into a bond 
account, this was proposed by Councillor Roberts and seconded by Councillor Thake. 

Matters arising from the AGM 


The Council agreed that communication with the Village needs to be improved. A report should be 
published each year stating what the precept is and what the Council propose to do and why. 


To discuss Wilburton Cricket Club using the recreation ground 
Wilburton Cricket Club are looking at moving to Stretham. They have been to the recreation ground 
and have had a look at where two potential Cricket squares could go. 


To discuss the driveway repairs at Cemetery approach 

Councillor Bright has been to see the occupants of the house on Cemetery approach. The occupant 
has got a puncture from the channel curb. The driveway was tarmacked when built but not up to the 
top. The drain channel outside the driveway is currently exposed. To top the bit of road that we own 
would cost around £1,300 - £1,800. The Clerk to speak to Pam at Highways to see if they can help 
with this at all. This was proposed by Councillor Bright and seconded by Councillor Pearce with the 
whole Council in agreement. 


To receive an update on the Nursery Project 

The Quantity Surveyor has been appointed. All of the Councils comments have been taken on board 
and put in to the plans. Councillor Taylor to have a Recreation Ground Working Party meeting and 
to invite the local football clubs to show them the plans. 
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An email was received regarding a party held at the Parish Rooms, the party went on very late and 
the Police had to be called to a disturbance. The Clerk to speak to the bookings secretary to say that 
when this happens people will be put on a list and not able to hire the rooms out anymore. 


An email was received in response to the text put out into the Newsletter regarding the proposed 
New Community building. It stated that ‘’having spent a considerable sum purchasing the Parish 
rooms from the Church, it surely makes sense to use any available funds to renovate them and make 
them fit for purpose, rather than build yet another Village hall’’. 


The Clerk to get in touch with Stretham Pumping engine to see if the board in Jubilee gardens can 
be changed or removed. 


2018 06 05 PC 
The Clerk is currently working with Pam at Highways regarding the non-HGV signs for Green End, 
Pam is checking to see what the legalities are with putting the signs up. The Council also suggested 


that it may be worth the Clerk writing to the farms to ask them to direct HGV drivers away from 
Green End. 


The Council also asked the Clerk to Speak with Keir regarding the pumping engine board in Jubilee 
gardens and see if it can be removed or updated. 


To review the Play Park inspection reports 

ROSPA have been to inspect the recreation Ground, Ely road Play Park and the All-Weather Pitch. 
There were a few minor findings, the gate at the recreation Ground needs a new buffer fitted and the 
slide needs sanding back and repainting. The Council asked the Clerk to speak to Kev bell to get 
these jobs completed. The report also stated that the Swings down at the Recreation ground needing 
taking apart to ensure they are still safe, this is because of their age. The Clerk will arrange for this 
to take place. The Clerk also informed the Council that the mushroom that was fixed in Ely Road 
paly park has broken again and one of the springs on the Bouncy bed has broken, the Clerk to speak 
to Hags to get these fixed. 


To approve waste bins at Manor Farm 

Manor farm have requested 5 dog waste bins and 2 litters bins be placed down at Manor Farm. The 
Councillor Saunt is going to go and look at Manor Farm to see if 5 are required and to look at the 
best locations for them. While this is happening, the Clerk will order 1 dog waste bin to be placed at 
the entrance to Manor Farm, a waste bin and another waste bin for the play park. 


To discuss the next steps of the Community Room project 

Councillor Parish spoke to the Council and explained that after the village consultation at the Feast 
it has come back that the village would like to see a new Community Room facility in the village. It 
was proposed that the Amenities Working Party look into the possibility of gaining full funding for 
this project and look at taking this project further. This was proposed by Councillor Parish and 
seconded by Councillor Speed with the whole Council in agreement. 


To receive an update on the Nursery Project 

The quantity surveyor has come back with their costs and the project comes to an estimated 
£350,000 + VAT, this includes fees, £20,000 for the car park refurbishments and £30,000 for the 
changing rooms. If cut backs were made the project could be brought down to around £260,000 just 
for the building work. The budget that the Council set was £150,000 so this price is over budget by 
quite a considerable amount. 

The Council proposed to go back to the client and make suggestions of cut backs that could be made 
to the project and ask for a larger contribution towards the project. This was proposed by Councillor 
Murfitt and seconded by Councillor Speed. 
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A new finance system — Scribe has been installed. We have chosen the one with a cloud database 
which means that information is securely backed up to the cloud and cannot be lost is the laptop 
malfunctions Early indications is that it is an easy system to navigate and will produce more 
informative reports on cost centres. System is based on receipts and payments. The finance 
committee have agreed to consider an online bank account (view only) so that up to date 
information can be accessed on payments received and account balances. I have contacted the bank 
to get information on alternative bank accounts for the account that currently holds the reserves. 
Please see below for options as at 30/05/2018 current rate is 0.05%. The Council agreed to put the 
money in a 32 day notice account this was proposed by Councillor Nuttall and seconded by 
Councillor Speed with the whole Council in agreement. 

I have reviewed the energy prices currently being paid for the Pavilion and the Parish rooms. The 
Council agreed the RFO should switch the electricity to get a better deal, this was proposed by 
Councillor Nuttall and seconded by Councillor Bright with the whole Council in agreement. 


Pavillion Usage per year — 3043 kwh Current charge £768.88 
New Fixed — Octopus 1 year fixed New charge £473.76 (-£295.12) 
New Fixed - EDF 1 year fixed New charge £480.00 (-£288.88) 
Parish Rooms Usage per year — 750 kwh Current charge £297.30 
New Fixed - EDF 1 year fixed New Charge £214.65 (-£82.65) 


An email was received by a concerned resident of Green End, stating they were having an issue 
with water draining away from their homes and gardens and after talks with Anglian water and the 
Highways department no one has taken responsibility for the issue. The Council asked the Clerk to 
speak to Highways to see if anything can be done and advised that the resident speak again with 
Anglian water. 


An email was received regarding the footpath between Green End and Fieldside to say that it is very 
over grown. The Clerk and Councillor Saunt to do a full review of all the footpaths to ensure they 
are being cut. 


The Clerk received a phone call regarding parking at King Cob. The resident was concerned about 
the number of cars being parked on the road. The Council discussed this issue but unfortunately felt 
there was no a lot that could be done regarding this issue. 


Mepal Football club have been in touch to see if they could use the Stretham Football pitch again 
next season. The Council said that this would be ok as there are no other teams wanting to use the 
pitch at that time, however if a Stretham team wanted to use it then this would have to be looked at. 
The Council agreed to look at this on a season by season basis. 


An email was received regarding the Grave Yard, stating that it is not being kept in a good condition 
and the grass was very long. Due to the grass cutting contract being taken over by the new 
contractor there was a period where the grass did get very long, this has now been cut. Councillor 
Parish and the Clerk went to have a look at the Grave yard and felt that it was looking ok, the Clerk 
to speak to the contractor about getting unkept older graves tidied up and ensure that the grass is cut 
between the graves. 


2018 07 03 PC 

The Clerk has met with the contractors and gained the quotes for the driveway repairs at cemetery 
approach. LM grounds work have quoted £3,500 total, pro edge construction has quoted £1,800 + 
vat and Manit have quoted £1,700 + VAT. The Council asked The Clerk to go ahead with the quote 
from Manit 


Pam has consulted the policy and regs and a sign stating no through road is going to be put up at 


green end. She has said that if the council wanted to put up a corex sign saying no HGV this would 
be ok. 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from — www.mikepetty.org.uk 


Stretham from 2000: the Digital Age by Mike Petty 


Councillor Saunt has marked on the map all of the footpaths and I have spent some time with the 
contractor going around and looking at the footpaths and the cemetery. The footpaths are in the 
contract to be cut 6 times a year, so when cutting began they were still getting overgrown as they 
were growing so rapidly. The footpath behind the church has proved to be a bit of an issue and has 
not been cut quite as wide as we would like, this was due to the occupant of the house with the large 
glass windows not wanting the cutter to get to close to his house. Unfortunately, Luke did not have 
all of the footpaths marked clearly on the original maps provided but he did manage to find all of 
them apart from footpath 20 (he has cut that today), he has now been supplied with all the correct 
information and I enclosed in all your Packs a copy of the contract including all the maps of the 
green spaces and footpaths that they are cutting. Hamill Landscapes have quoted for the following 
works, to crown lift the tree next to the zebra crossing £50.00 + VAT, To cut the hedge to the right 
of Chapel Lane 18’’ beyond edge of footpath £150.00 + VAT, To crown lift the tree as you come 
out of Pump Lane on to the High Street £50.00 and to reduce the elder at the rear corner of the 
Parish Rooms (due to over hanging on the roof) £100.00 + VAT.The Council asked the Clerk to go 
ahead with these quotes. 


Sally Bonnet has again asked if Stretham Parish Council will pay for the feasibility study for the 
cycle path, they have not managed to get anyone else to contribute so they are looking for the full 
£3,000. 


Haggs are currently looking into the warranties for Ely Road play park with regards to the two 
pieces of broken equipment to see if they can be replaced or if we need to buy new/parts and they 
are also coming to look at the integrity of the swings down at the recreation ground. The Clerk has 
also attended an amenities meeting. 


Rachel Watts was in attendance on behalf of the CLT. Rachel thanked the Parish Council on behalf 
of the CLT for all of their continued support. She also came to speak to the Council regarding the 
Play Park at Manor Farm. It is currently being maintained by the builders Laragh Homes and is 
soon due to be handed over. The CLT would like to ask if Stretham Pairsh Council would take on 
the maintenance of the park, including insuring the park and adding it to its schedule of inspections 
each year. It would make sense for it to be added to the Councils existing insurance etc as the whole 
village are able to use the park. 


To review the waste bins at Manor Farm 

Councillor Saunt has been to look at what the village currently has in respect to dog waste bins and 
has identified a few areas that need bins adding, this to be added to the agenda for the next meeting. 
With this in mind Councillor Saunt had a look round Manor Farm and would like to suggest the 
Council put the following bins at Manor Farm. One dog waste bin at the entrance to the Woodland 
Walk, one Dog waste bin and one rubbish bin on the green and one dog waste bin to be placed on 
the bridge once it is built. This was proposed by Councillor Saunt and seconded by Councillor 
Taylor with the whole Council in agreement. 


To discuss the next steps of the Community Room project. 

Councillor Nuttall produced a draft of the Financial Plan for the amenities working party to look at 
the last meeting. Looking at a rough cost per square meter it worked out that the project would cost 
well over one million pounds. The Consultant has been looking at different funding options and 
currently the Council would only qualify for £300,000. The amenities working party looked at other 
sources of income that could be added to the project, but it would still mean that the Council would 
need to take out a mortgage with a minimum of £25,000 to pay back a year to complete this project. 
This has a massive impact on the viability of this project and the Council would need to increase the 
precept by a considerable amount to make it work. The Council felt that this was not the best option 
for the village. Councillor Taylor presented the Council with some ides of different locations and 
options for the Council to consider, the Council asked that this be added to the agenda for a future 
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meeting, allowing Councillors time to read of the information. The Council also asked Councillor 
Nuttall to circulate the draft Financial Plan. 


18/00062/FUL — 14 Brook Lan, Stretham — Proposed 3 Bed Dwelling and Associated works. The 
Planning authority, East Cambridgeshire District Council, have requested a Great Crested Newt 
survey to inform their decision on the planning application given the presents of a pond within the 
application site. This planning application has now been approved 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

4 more houses are due to be signed over to CLT, they have all been allocated. The next houses are 
running a month ahead of schedule and are due to be handed over in September. The planned 
Doctors surgery has been moved locations, this means there will be 2 or maybe 3 more business 
units going up. 


To receive an update on the Nursery Project 

It was stated in the Heads of Terms that if the Nursery project was over budget the client would 
need to put more money into the project. The client has spent time with the architect and changes 
have been made to the plans to try and get it back in budget. It was suggested that 3 builders are 
asked to come and look at the project and provide a fixed cost for the building work, to check that 
the price the Quantity Surveyor has provided is indeed correct. This was proposed by Councillor 
Roberts and seconded by Councillor Speed, with the whole Council in agreement. 


Scribe continues to work well however the report function has not worked since installation. Scribe 
are looking at fixing this and have offer in the meantime to produce reports for me, they have also 
offered to refund the upgrade fee to the cloud data based that the council paid of £120. A budget 
report was shown to the Finance committee this month, this has a positive response and we discuss 
which other ones may be helpful. The reserve account has now been moved to a 32 day interest 
account, we are awaiting the paperwork and new account number. 


The bank has also set the RFO with a view only access to internet banking. I now have the login 
details. An account has been set up with Viking for bulk stationery purchases, this will prove a help 
to the clerk and RFO as it will make it easier to order and pay for general stationery and postage. 
Electricity for the Parish rooms and pavilion is currently being switched over to a cheaper provider. 
A previous clerk has been removed from the signatories list held at the bank. The RFO stated that it 
was difficult to ensure all invoices are paid when she receives them on the day of the meeting, 
therefore she has requested that all invoices for payment are received by the last day of each month 
to ensure that the cheques and reports can be written. 


Stretham Community Primary School has written asking for a letter of support towards a grant they 
are applying for to extend their play equipment at school. The Council asked the Clerk to provide a 
letter of support. 


Councillor Pearce asked that all the up to date minutes are added to the website. 


2018 08 19 Cambs Times 

By election likely in East Cambridgeshire after second councillor set to join Mayor Palmer’s 
combined authority in ‘politically sensitive’ role. A Tory county councillor and former British 
diplomat is set to force a by election after only a year in office to take on a £100,000 directorship of 
the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority. 

Councillor Paul Raynes - who is also a deputy chairman of the SE Cambridgeshire Conservative — 
has been offered the post of director of strategy and planning. His job offer is thought to have been 
made after only a handful of candidates applied for the job — that offers a salary up to a potential 
£130,000 a year — and his name was put forward by mayor James Palmer and his deputy Councillor 
Charles Roberts. 
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The authority is anxious to recruit the staff needed to forge ahead with its ambitious programme — 
nearly half of the 60 staff currently on the payroll are either consultants, holding interim positions or 
on secondment. One member of the combined authority told me tonight: “I wasn’t involved in the 
process but I understand his name was added at the short listing meeting by the mayor and Cllr 
Roberts, the East Cambs leader and deputy mayor.” My source said: “He did not appear to go 
through the same process as other applicants — and only two were later interviewed by a panel of 
three, including the mayor and his deputy”. 

If confirmed it will mean it is the second time Mayor Palmer has recruited an East Cambridgeshire 
councillor to a role within the combined authority: last year he took on Tom Hunt as his chief of 
staff. That also meant a by election. 

Cllr Raynes was reluctant to talk about his appointment when I called him tonight at his Isleham 
home. The father of four returned a call after I left a voicemail but after accepting a suggestion that I 
call him back after he complained of a poor signal the phone repeatedly went to voice mail. When 
he stood for the Soham North and Isleham division last year he described his wide experience as 
embracing both business and public service. He is currently a director of a tech company. Cllr 
Raynes says he has worked with councils across the country on transport, economic development 
and planning. He has also been an adviser to the government on transport issues, and was a member 
of a government review of public libraries. A Conservative election official last year described him 
as a diplomat who was in post at the British Embassy in Paris at the time of the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales. 

The election official said: “Paul is campaigning for better local transport links, especially upgrading 
the A10, an improved junction between the A142 and A14, and the return of a railway station to 
Soham, together with the line improvements needed to run good connections through to Ely and 
Cambridge. “He wants to put his business and management experience to ensure better value for 
taxpayers’ money and a more efficient county council.” 

A senior Conservative councillor in East Cambridgeshire confirmed to me tonight that he expected 
Cllr Raynes to resign because of the “politically sensitive” role he had been offered with the 
combined authority. The councillor said in due course applicants from within the Tory party would 
be invited to apply for the vacant seat ahead of a by election. My combined authority source added: 
“There are definite governance and probity issues about the process. Partly because of the holidays, 
combined authority members only have it second hand and the employment committee has operated 
without reporting or requiring specific confirmation except statutory posts - other than it would be 
expected that the appointment would be reported to the next board meeting in mid September.” 

On his Linked In profile — a website for professionals — Cllr Raynes describes himself as a “thought 
leader, influencer and communicator in economic, education, localism and welfare reform issues, 
with strong senior leadership experience across public and private sectors and broad experience of 
leading change. “I’ve influenced policy innovation from Free Schools to City Deals and delivered 
real-world improvements from better exam results to buzzier libraries. 


2018 08 22 

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority announced tonight they are looking 
into a “potential data protection breach” over the leaking of the appointment of a county councillor 
to a £100,000 director’s role. The authority insists the recruitment of Councillor Paul Raynes of 
Soham — elected only last year but now obliged to quit to take up the directorship — was fair and in 
accordance with their employment procedures. 

An authority spokesman said: “The facts are that Paul Raynes applied via an independent 
recruitment advisor, was at no point deselected from the interview process and was recruited as a 
result of a unanimous panel decision. You will no doubt be aware that he has now resigned from his 
councillor position. We would like also to make you aware that the combined authority is looking 
into a potential data protection breach relating to the way in which information regarding the 
recruitment process was communicated to you.” 

Yesterday the authority rebutted the claim that Cllr Raynes had been eliminated from the selection 
process following an assessment panel that included Councillor Kevin Price of Cambridge City 
Council. The statement said: “The panel on which Cllr Raynes sat gave its input as just one part of 
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several assessments which fed into an overall process to make a final decision: meaning Paul 
Raynes did not exit the process.” 

Karl Fenlon, interim head of HR at the combined authority, said: “We conducted an open and 
competitive recruitment process in accordance with the requirements of both our constitution and 
our employment committee. All applications were made to an independent, national, recruitment 
advisor: no direct applications were considered. The recruitment advisors provided a list of 
applicants for this position to be position to the employment panel, as approved by the employment 
committee. Candidates were then long-listed by the panel before attending a series of assessments.” 
Mr Fenlon said Cllr Price took part in these assessments before a number of candidates were short 
listed by the employment panel. “This list of candidates attended a final interview with the 
employment sub-committee which reached a decision on the preferred candidate.” Mr Fenlon said: 
“The director roles were advertised in the recruitment pages of the Telegraph, Times and Guardian 
websites, plus Linkedin. “The employment sub committee comprised of the mayor, deputy mayor 
Charles Roberts, and Cllr Ryan Fuller with chief executive Martin Whitely in attendance as an 
observer. They were supported by the external recruitment advisor.” 

Mayor James Palmer had earlier been accused of running “an old boys club” following the 
revelation that Cllr had been offered the job. 

The criticism came from Councillor Price, until last month deputy leader of Labour controlled 
Cambridge City Council and a member of the combined authority. He rebuked Mayor Palmer for 
offering the post of strategy and planning director to Cllr Raynes. Cllr Price was part of an 
assessment panel interviewing candidates and said that “after interviewing Councillor Raynes we 
reached the unanimous conclusion that he would not be a suitable candidate and that was our 
recommendation. It is therefore very surprising that this appointment has now been made. It must 
also be a concern that once again, the combined authority has made an appointment from the East 
Cambs area. In my view an elected serving member of a constituent authority of the combined 
authority should not be able to apply for a senior level and politically restricted officer post on that 
authority. Where that person also has a clear history of involvement at a high level with a political 
party dating back many years and is the current vice chair of the mayor’s own local Conservative 
association it is difficult to understand how anyone can have confidence in him in a politically 
restricted post.” 

Cllr Price said: “The mayor already has political advisors, one of whom (Tom Hunt) was at the time 
of his appointment a serving councillor in East Cambs and who was immediately given a significant 
pay hike and new job title. The combined authority has an important job to do across 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough but it is opening itself to the criticism that it is instead fast 
becoming an old boys club based solely on the whims of a single political party and a single 
constituent member of the authority.” 

Lib Dem Councillor Lucy Nethsingha said: “I have asked for information about how the 
appointment was made, his salary and his qualifications for this role.” 

The leader of Cambridge City Council called for Mayor Palmer to be more open about the selection 
process. Cllr Herbert, who is also the combined authority’s portfolio holder for strategic planning, 
said: “Along with others, I have real concerns about aspects of the combined authority’s recent 
senior recruitment process. On the appointment of Councillor Raynes the mayor has said that he 
didn’t personally prompt the application. However, I ask him to be open more widely, including in 
Paul Raynes’ interest, to be clear about the stage Paul Raynes joined the application process, and the 
specific route that application followed.” 

Mayor Palmer “totally rejected” the notion that he or his deputy, Councillor Charles Roberts, also 
the leader of East Cambridgeshire District Council, had personally put forward Paul Raynes for the 
role of director for strategy and planning “in contravention of the standard recruitment process. The 
first I knew of his application was seeing his submitted CV, as with all the other applicants.” 

The mayor said: “I also completely reject reports that suggest that myself, Cllr Roberts and the 
combined authority have acted improperly in this recruitment process. “Our processes are open, fair 
and competitive and Paul Raynes was selected purely on merit and based on the impressive and 
highly relevant experience he has. I believe that process has resulted in an appointment which will 
be a huge asset to the combined authority.” 
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Mayor Palmer added: “His new role is a politically restricted officer post and he will therefore be 
stepping down as a councillor, as is quite right in cases such as this.” 

Mayor Palmer said Cllr Price had made his comments “from the perspective of just one part of a 
much wider interview process, as is appropriate for a position of this importance”. The mayor said: 
“In his interview with myself, Cllr Roberts and the combined authority chief executive, Mr Raynes 
performed very impressively. The final stage of the process required him to go before the combined 
authority employment sub committee, which included myself, Cllr Roberts and Cllr Ryan Fuller. 
Unfortunately Labour did not put forward a representative to attend the sub committee at that 
particular meeting.” 

Mayor Palmer added: “Mr Raynes’ experience both in local and national government, as well as his 
work across public and private sectors were highly relevant to the role at the combined authority. 
During his many years at The Local Government Association, he had a direct involvement in the 
campaign for greater devolution, which led to metro mayors and combined authorities, so his 
knowledge, experience and understanding of the position are excellent. Mr Raynes has a wealth of 
talent and experience to offer and the reality is that he was the exceptional candidate in a strong 
field of applicants.” 

Cllr Roberts described Cllr Raynes as “exceptional” who would make a considerable contribution to 
the combined authority. He said Cllr Price sat in on only one part of the recruitment process in 
which Cllr Raynes came through to a short list of two prior to his appointment. The interviewees 
were screened by two separate panels and also assessed during a lunch attended by all applicants 
and councillors and recruitment advisors. Cllr Roberts said he was not aware until the last moment 
of the application by Cllr Raynes “but there was no way I wouldn’t have seen him simply because 
he was a county councillor.” 

Councillor Price responded: “I remain of the view that where a panel set up to assess a candidate 
‘technically’ unanimously rejects someone as unsuitable for a senior level post, that should weigh 
heavily against them, despite any more general interviews or how they get on with others at lunch. 
In my experience of attending other interviews for combined authority posts with both the mayor 
and deputy mayor, it has been my view that in depth knowledge and experience in the specific area 
of a post has been less valued than the ability to agree with the mayor and to look only to the mayor 
for a lead rather than serve the wider council membership of the Combined Authority.” 

Wisbech Standard 22nd August 2018 


2018 09 04 PC 

There was an issue with a booking at the Pavilion on Sunday, the party was due in at 9.00am and 
someone had bolted the front door meaning we could not get access, a key was found from the 
football team and we managed to get access. The bolt that was on the front door has now been 
removed. The people who booked the hall would like a full refund of the booking fee. The financial 
audit is now complete and back from PKF Little John. 


Some members of the public were in attendance from Fieldside, they came to discuss the faulty 
street light in Fieldside. The Clerk has looked into this issue previously and was told that Fieldside 
is an unadopted road and therefore not a light that is maintained by Cambridgeshire County 
Council. The Clerk to get in contact with Cambridgeshire County Council to clarify who is to 
maintain this light. 


To discuss the planting of new trees around the recreation ground and their maintenance 

Councillor Murfitt, Councillor Saunt and the Clerk have been to Brachams and purchased 8 new 
trees for the Recreation Ground. Councillor Saunt advised that the reason the trees have not 
previously flourished is because of the lack of watering, Water bags can be purchased along with 
the trees and these would need to be filled up once a week. The Clerk to get a quote for the watering 
from the gardening contractor. Councillor Saunt also advised that some of the trees have also been 
damaged by lawn mowers and strimming to close to the trees, the Council asked the Clerk to get a 
quote for tree guards to protect them from this. Barchams have also supplied a quote for planting the 
trees, this would be £840.00. The Council agreed to go with this quote. 
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18/01033/FUM — Land opposite to Tile Farm, Newmarket Road, Stretham. The creation of a lake 
and siting of four holiday lodges. The Council made no objections to this planning; however, they 
would like it stipulated that these are holiday lodges only. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

Councillor Roberts gave an update on the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust project: 
Four more houses have recently been handed over to the Trust and are now occupied by local 
working people. Two more homes are due for completion in October and have already been 
allocated - Those 2 will bring the total number of Land Trust houses to 12. Eventually the Trust will 
have 23 homes in Stretham. The Stretham Land Trust has been a huge success providing much 
needed homes that are affordable for local people earning local wages. There is great demand for 
the houses in Stretham and as the Trust serves both Stretham and Wilburton, land has recently been 
secured in Wilburton to provide further homes and other facilities. A comprehensive community 
engagement exercise will begin in September so that the people of Wilburton can decide what they 
want included in their scheme and what they want it to look like. 


To receive an update on the Nursery Project 

Councillor Nuttall proposed that a schedule of works needs to be drawn up. Councillor Roberts 
asked the Clerk to speak with the following builders to gain an initial quote on the building of the 
Nursery to see how they compare with the quote from the quantity Surveyor. The Clerk to speak 
with Salmons Brothers, Paul Frost and E N Suiter. 


Stretham FC have folded and the Scouts are no longer operating so this will have an effect on 
income for both the recreation ground and parish room rental. Beavers continues to run. 


2018 09 17 EM 

Mike Petty <mikepetty13a@ gmail.com> 

Mon, 17 Sep 2018, 19:03 

Can you please tell me why the track leading travel the sewage works has been blocked 


2018 09 17 

stretham.clerk @ gmail.com <stretham.clerk @ gmail.com> 
Mon, 17 Sep 2018, 20:37 

Where do you mean? Then I can look into it. 


2018 09 17 

mikepetty13a <mikepetty 13a@ gmail.com> 

Mon, 17 Sep 2018, 20:57 

to stretham.clerk 

The track from Newmarket Road to the sewage works - beside the Meadow Farm Estate _ has been 
blocked by wire fences identical to those around the development. 

It is a walk used by many people. Who has authorised this. Has permission been obtained and 
proper consultation undertaken? 

Surely the Parish Council will have been consulted. If not, why not? 

I hope you are able to get this removed 


2018 09 27 
Descendants of head-hunting tribe and their poignant journey: Luskai people from Mizoram, India, 
visit Stretham to dedicate headstone to Frederick William Savidge, missionary 2018 09 27 ES 


2018 09 29 p6 
The crash happened at 1.45 pm on the stretch of the A10 between Stretham Roundabout and the 
A142 Angel Drove 


2018 10 02 PC 
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The Clerk has spoken with Mike Petty regarding the Rev Savage /Savidge] and passed the 
information out to Councillors to look through. 


There has been some vandalism down at the Pavilion and the Cemetery Shed, with 6 windows being 
smashed and a brick has been put through the shed window. The Clerk had these made safe and has 

a quote form for the glass to be replaced, this will be £666.61 +VAT, the Council asked the Clerk to 
go ahead and get them repaired. 


The Clerk also met with Salmons Brothers and Paul Frost to gain initial quotes for the building of 
the Nursery, when the Clerk spoke o EN Suitor they advised that without a detailed specification 
they would be unable to provide a quote just based on the drawing. Both quotes are just a guide as 
they would not be able to give an accurate quote but just a guide. 


To view and agree the proposed budget for 2018/2019 

All of the line items of the budget were reviewed at the last Finance meeting. The finance 
committee estimated the budget lines to March 2019, considering what has already been spent. It 
was noted that CIL money is considered a one-off receipt, and is set aside of the usual expenditure 
to be spent on infrastructure. After looking at the budget it was thought that next year would be a 
similar year to this, with no big projects coming up. The Recreation ground working party asked 
that £1000 be put into the budget for the maintenance of the All-Weather Pitch to ensure it is kept in 
good repair. Councillor Nuttall to make all relevant changes to the Budget and submit this to all 
Councillors. 


To set the precept for 2018/2019 

The Council reviewed the proposed budget for the year starting March 2019. Since the previous 
budget review, the Council has put in place a new finance system which provides much greater 
accuracy in forecasting the budget receipts and expenditure for the year ahead. This improvement in 
forecasting, the reduction in exceptional items expected in the year ahead compared to last year, and 
an expected surplus for the current year, allow the Council to reduce the precept for the year starting 
March 2019 to £66,000 compared to £75,000 in the current year, and just 3% increase over the 
precept 2 years ago — the year starting March 2017. The Council feel that the reduced level of 
precept is still sufficient to cover expected expenditure in the year ahead, including provision for 
some increased maintenance costs and some additional projects. The Council were unanimous in 
agreeing to the revised precept. 


To review the building quotes for the proposed Nursery Project 

The original budget for the Nursery project was set at 150k, The Clerk received two quotes for the 
building works and presented these to the Council. The First quote received was from Salmons 
Brothers Ltd £236,634.72 + Vat & the Changing room side is £29,307.60 + Vat. The Second quote 
received was from Paul Frost was between £180k - £200k. Both builders said their quotes were 
based on the drawings alone as no specification was given. The Council asked the Clerk to work 
with the Architects Gary Johns to put together a detailed specification, based on the original 
drawings, to allow the builders to give a more accurate quote. This was proposed by Councillor 
Roberts and seconded by Councillor Bright, with 6 Councillors in agreement and 2 Councillors 
against. 


18/00918/V AR — Meadow Farm — An amendment was made to this application, involving a revised 
construction management plan and additional conformation regarding foul water. The Council made 
no further comments on this application. This was proposed by Councillor Roberts and Seconded by 
Councillor Speed. 


18/01129/CLP — 8 Poachers Way, Stretham. Construction of outbuilding/garage. A certificate of 
lawfulness or proposed use or development, has been received. The Council asked the Clerk to find 
out what can be done about the conversion of garages to residential space, and the consequent loss 
of the parking space in the garage leading to more cars in the street. 
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To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 
No new updates to report on the SWCLT. However, Wilburton’s first consultation has taken place 
and a feedback meeting is being arranged. 


Councillor Saunt proposed that the Council look into using the Census to track where people lived 
in Stretham before they went to fight in the first World War and then with the owner’s permission 
place a plaque on the wall of those houses Councillor Parish Asked that this be put on the agenda 
for the next Council meeting to discuss further. 


An email was received regarding children on bikes and people on motor bikes riding down Back 
Lane and along by the church yard. The Council asked the Clerk to report this to the Police and to 
ask anyone who sees this happening to also report it to the Police. 


A letter was received about a concerned resident at Green End. The tress, hedges and brambles are 
getting very overgrown and will soon be touching the cars as they go past, the letter also stated that 
there is a very large Willow Tree on the roadside which is overhanging the persons property and 
they are worried about it causing damage. The Council advised that the Highways department and 
the tree warden at East Cambs District Council should be informed of this matter. If the hedge and 
brambles are coming from the fields then it would need to be taken up with the landowner. 


A letter from Ken Ellis was received, informing the Council that the Roll of Honour of those who 
gave their lives in World War One is being restored and repaired for public display in the Church. 
The Cost of the renovation is £246.00, has been under written by St James Church but he has asked 
would the Council like to contribute towards the work? The Council agreed to pay half the cost of 
the renovations, £143.00. This was proposed by Councillor Roberts and seconded by Councillor 
Speed, with the whole Council in agreement. 


Footpaths Working party — There are still a number of slates broken on the bridge at Wakefield 
Way. Councillor Bright is going to go down and take a look. Councillor Bright also stated that 
Berry Close is currently not being cut by the Contractors and the grass is getting very long. 
Councillor Roberts informed the Council that Berry Close is currently cut by East Cambs District 
Council as it is contracted to them by Sanctory Housing and therefore not cut by Stretham Parish 
Council 


2018 10 08 p2 
Three people have been arrested following a massive straw stack blaze in Stretham 


2018 10 09 p4 
A stretch of the A1123 between Wicken and Stretham is set to be closed in both directions for up to 
five 


2018 10 11 p50 
Proposed detached dwelling and double garage at land south of 1-4 Stowbridge cottages, Green End 
... application for planning permission which does not accord 


2018 10 16 
William Henry Wakefield of Stretham passed away at Arthur Rank Hospice on 8th October 2018, 
aged 92 years 


2018 11 01 p46 
At Cambridge Science Park and now lives in Stretham. Among her record-breaking teams mates 


2018 11 06 PC 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from — www.mikepetty.org.uk 


Stretham from 2000: the Digital Age by Mike Petty 


After it was reported in the last newsletter regarding the wheel ride down at the recreation ground, a 
resident from Short Road came forward and offered to help with the repair. After looking at it, it 
turns out that it is not just the wield that is broken but also the bearing. I have gone back to Playdale 
with detailed photos of the ride and they responded with the following. Thank you for the pictures, 
as this is unusual and Playdale have never seen this on our Aero Whirl before I have had our 
Technical manager look at this. His conclusion is we are happy to repair the weld free of charge, 
however the weld has failed because the bearings have seized (by not being maintained) so you will 
therefore need new bearings. You will require one new part and a weld repair — this is for the 
bearings etc. The Part you need is £617.79. However, because of the failed weld we are willing to 
offer you a 25% discount on this part and repair the weld free of charge in our Ulverston warehouse. 
This will mean our engineers collect the part from yourself and returning to site to re-fir once 
repaired (this part is chargeable as this isn’t covered by the guarantees). The Council felt that this 
should be contested as no maintenance requirements were given at the time of installation, the Clerk 
to go back to Playdale to discuss this further. The cost of a new Areo Whirl is £1,075. 


As you may be aware the new Defib has not yet gone up yet. The cabinet which the Defib goes in 
has to have a built-in code to access it, I am currently waiting to receive the correct code from the 
Ambulance service. This will mean that the Defib will be on a list of approved Defibs that the 
Ambulance service can direct people to and they will also be able to access it. We will have the 
code and be able to give it out. 


There has been an issue with the heating in the Parish rooms, we got very low on oil and thought 
this was the issue, but once filled up the boiler was still not coming on. I have had a plumber out 
and there was a pipe that needed replacing. I have also booked the boiler in for a service, but the 
plumber has advised that we look in to getting the boiler more secure in a locked cabinet as he 
thinks someone has been messing about with it, turning buttons on etc. The Council suggested a pad 
lock be put on the front of the cabinet. 


Councillor Bright has been and looked at the Bridge on the Footpath to middle Drove, he has done a 
temporary fix on some slates but 22 out of 39 defiantly need repairing and the others looked at, 
would you like me to get someone to do this? The Council asked the Clerk to look at getting the 
repairs done. This was proposed by Councillor Bright and seconded by Councillor Roberts. 


To receive Councillor Saunts plans for the erection on plaques on the house of the World War One 
soldiers 

Councillor Saunt has found a company that can produce the plaques, they will cost £14.99p and 
include the fixings we would need 24. Names and messages can then be added to the Plaques. 
Councillor Saunt has suggest a memorial map / leaflet is produced showing all of the houses where 
the Soldiers who left for World War one lived, this could also be added into the Newsletter. The 
cost of adding it to the Newsletter would be £100, Ely print shop could produce 1000 leaflets for the 
cost of £83 pounds in black and white and £179 in colour. The young at Heart group would like to 
get involved in the research of the house occupied. Councillor Saunt will continue to progress this 
project with the full Councils backing and report back at the next meeting. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

2 Houses are due to come over soon, these have been allocated. The initial bid process has been 
approved for the doctor’s surgery The NHS has also given it the amber light to move forward and 
are currently working up the designs and detailed specification, however planning consent has not 
yet been given. The NHS are currently looking at centralising services rather than just building 
doctors surgeries. The template will include other services within it. 

Councillor Parish passed on thanks on behalf of the Council for all of the hard work the SWCLT are 
putting in to this project and asked that if the Council can be of any help for the SWCLT to ask. 


The Stretham WI emailed to ask that for their 100th anniversary next year could they place a planter 
by the village sign at the junction of High Street and Newmarket road. The planter would be 3ft x 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from — www.mikepetty.org.uk 


Stretham from 2000: the Digital Age by Mike Petty 


2ft and they would take responsibility for planting and watering. The Council agreed to this 
proposal but asked that the Council could see the design before it is put up. 


The Council received a letter of complaint from the Yoga group regarding the heating situation in 
the Parish Rooms. The Council proposed that the Yoga group is offered a free session next month. 
This was proposed by Councillor Roberts and seconded by Councillor Bright, with the whole 
Council in agreement. 


The Council received an email informing them that the following name has been suggested for the 
new street at Meadow Farm, Fieldside ‘Old Orchard Lane’ the Council made no objections to this. 


2018 12 04 PC 

The Clerk has spoken to Playdale and they sent on the manual that came with the paly equipment, 
after reading through it stated we should be doing weekly visual inspections of the equipment and 
then the annual inspection. It also stated that the "The spinning mechanism works with two sealed 
bearings that require no maintenance’, therefore the Clerk has gone back to them again and stated 
that as we have followed the annual then the part must be faulty and should be replaced. 


There has been some more vandalism, graffiti sprayed on the side of the Pavilion and on a wall 
down at The Grove, 3 windows have also been smashed again down at the Pavilion. These were 
reported to the Police and the Clerk had a conversation with Jonathan Hall regarding the issues and 
we are planning to meet up this month to discuss further. 


The Clerk has spoken to Rebecca Saunt at planning regarding the garage conversion she has come 
back with the following guidance; If there is a condition removing permitted development rights to 
convert the garage then anyone wishing to do this would need to apply for permission to convert the 
garage. Our parking standards require 2 parking spaces and if these did not remain then we would 
be unlikely to support an application. 


To receive the builder’s quotes regarding the Nursery project 

All three quotes were received from EN Suiter, Salons Brothers and Paul Frost. These quotes are 
budget quotes gained from supplying the builders with plans, drawings and a specification produced 
by Gary Johns Architects. Councillor Parish asked that all quotes be supplied to the Finance Sub — 
Committee for them to look over and to see if any savings can be made. Tis item will be put on the 
agenda for the Full Parish Council meeting in January where the Finance Sub — Committee will 
report back with their findings. 


To receive an update by Councillor Saunt on the Blue Plaque project 

Councillor Saunt has been doing research using the census, the Millilumen project material and 
working with Mike Petty. It has been found that 100 men left from the village to fight in World War 
one. It has been hard to locate the 24 men that are on the war memorial due to the streets being re — 
numbered in the village since the war. However more research is still to be done. The Council 
agreed to allocate a £600 budget for this project, this was proposed by Councillor Speed and 
seconded by Councillor Taylor, with the whole Council in agreement. 


Village Maps 

Councillor Nuttall presented a number of old maps he has found of the village and surrounding area, 
dating from around 1880 — 1920. It was suggested that the Council may like to purchase and have 
mounted a set of maps for display in the Parish Rooms. Councillor Nuttall will look into the cost of 
purchasing and mounting the maps and present the cost to the Council at the January meeting. 

It was also noted that there is not a current up to date map of the village and the footpaths, the Clerk 
will liaise with Cambridge County Council to find out if there is one available or to see if they can 
help with getting one made. 
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To receive an update on the traffic issues in the Village 

The Clerk asked in the Newsletter for residents to contact the Council if they were worried about 
any particular areas or hotspots in the village. This was asked for after a number of complaints were 
received about dangerous driving. The Clerk read out all the responses, with the following areas 
being identified. Cars coming down from the High Street and sweeping off towards the shop down 
Chapel Lane, Short Road, Reads Street, Newmarket Road and coming from the A10 on to Ely 
Road. The Highways Sub — Committee will be analysing these findings and then going to 
Cambridgeshire County Council to discuss ways in which these areas may be improved. 


To receive an update on the All — Weather Pitch maintenance 

A quote has been received from Cambridge Artificial Grass to repair the damage to the AWP and 
for the annual maintenance. The quote came to £1,310.00. The Council asked the Clerk to go back 
to them and ask for the quote to be broken down into repairs and annual maintenance, the Clerk to 
also try and gather another 2 quotes as the total cost exceeds the £1,000 limit. 


The Council received a letter from SWCLT regarding the doctor’s surgery. Over the last two years, 
SWCLT has been working with NHS England and the Clinical Commissioning Group with support 
from East Cambs District Council to move forward with this project. Numerous meetings have 
happened and a Project Initiation Document (PID) was submitted earlier in the year. Rowan 
Haysom of Haysom Ward Miller Architects has been working closely with all parties involved 
(including the doctors at Haddenham Surgery to ensure the design meets all the criteria currently 
required for new surgeries). SWCLT recently received the good news that the PID has been 
approved and the project can now progress to the next stage. Further work is now required by the 
architects to build up to a planning application. Once the work is complete the planning application 
will be submitted to East Cambs District Council Planning Department. SWCLT does not currently 
have the cash to fund the next stage and has requested support from Stretham Parish Council. t was 
noted that the Manor Farm development has already delivered over £50,000 of Community 
Infrastructure Levy money to the Parish Council. The Council is strongly in favour of a new and 
improved doctor's surgery. After careful consideration the Council agreed to support SWCLT with 
the project by committing funding of up to £33,600 to get the doctor's surgery to the planning stage. 
The funds will be drawn from Parish Council reserves and will not affect the precept.t was proposed 
by the Council 

To fund stage 1 up to the value of £2,400, stage 2 up to the value of £2,400 and stage 3 up to the 
value of £14,400. The Council also committed to funding stage 4 up to the value of £14,400 subject 
to planning consent being granted. 

This was proposed by Councillor Taylor and Seconded by Councillor Speed, with six members of 
the Council in agreement, and one member of the Council abstaining from voting. 


The Council received an email form Ely Design Group who had made an offer to pay for half the 
cost of new nets for the AWP, unfortunately due to all the vandalism that has been happening down 
at the recreation ground the Council have not replaced any equipment. As it has been a number of 
weeks since the offer was made, Ely Design Group have now withdrawn their offer. 


Checked and listed 4th January 2019 


-0-0-2019-0-0- 
2019 01 08 PC 


There has again been 4 windows smashed down at the Pavilion, N & C Glass are coming out to 
replace 3 of the windows tomorrow and will measure up and come back to do the fourth as this was 
smashed after the measurements had been done. I have reported this to the Police and written to 
Sargent Mike Rabel to arrange a meeting between the Police and Stretham Parish Council, to find a 
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way of moving forward and put residents’ minds at rest. The Pirate ship at Ely Road Playpark has 
been covered in graffiti and the speakers have been stolen. I have reported this to the Police and 
contacted East Cambs to come and remove the Graffiti. 


The Clerk has gone back to Playdale with regards to the Air wheel and this was their response; I 
have spoken to my manager regarding this one and she has said the maintenance instructions say the 
bearings can be inspected without dismantling. Should the bearing require replacement, components 
should be sought from Playdale.’This means that ‘maintaining’ the bearing is not required but 
monitoring them is a requirement to then determine when replacement is needed. This is what is 
deemed as the ‘maintenance’ of the unit. Therefore, I can only offer you the 25% discount on the 
part needed and the free weld. The Part you need is £617.79. However, because of the failed weld 
we are willing to offer you a 25% discount on this part and repair the weld free of charge in our 
Ulverston warehouse. This will mean our engineers collect the part from yourself and returning to 
site to re-fir once repaired (this part is chargeable as this isn’t covered by the guarantees). The 
Council decided to go ahead with this repair. 


The All-Weather Pitch quotes are now back, it will be £495.00 + VAT for the maintenance, if sand 
infill is required this will be charged at £160 per tonne. The sand is a periodic thing so after this 
infill it is not anticipated that any more will be required until 2020/2021. The cost of repairs after 
the vandalism will be £495.00 + VAT. It was proposed by Councillor Taylor and seconded by 
Councillor Saunt to go ahead with the repairs and annual maintenance of the AWP. 


To receive an update by Councillor Saunt on the Blue Plaque project 

Councillor Saunt and Councillor Williams have been working together on the blue plaque project 
and gave an update to the Council. A list was drawn up of all the men who were of age and could 
serve in the war and this produced 100 names. Not all of those names were allocated. Only 25 
names are currently on the War Memorial, however it is thought that there were more who left to 
fight. Using the 1911 census Councillor Saunt and Councillor William’s have managed to located 
some of the streets that the men lived on, however they have not been able to located specific 
houses. 


The Finance Sub—Committee met and discussed the Nursery project. At the meeting it was agreed 
that the current quotes that had been received were too high and the project could not go ahead at 
this price. Councillor Nuttall presented the recommendation from the Fiancé committee to the full 
Council who did agree that it was the right decision not to proceed with the proposals as drafted. 
Councillor Nuttall proposed a revised plan to the Council with a reduced scope. The Clerk sort 
advice from the Architects, who advised that looking at the revised plans they felt that even with the 
changes made it would not save enough money to make the project viable and the only way to do 
that is to reduce the floor space and that in turn would reduce the size of the business. With the 
estimates from the architects, quantity surveyor and multiple builders, who have all provided cost 
estimates that are substantially higher and would lead to an unacceptable high financial risk to the 
Council. It was proposed by Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor Murfitt, that the project 
could not be taken further due to the financial risk to the Council, even with the revised plans. The 
Council voted, with six Councillors in agreement and one against. Therefore, the Councils decision 
is to not take this project further. 


APP/V0510/W/18/3209394 — Lazy Otter Meadows Caravan Park, Cambridge Road, Stretham. 
Proposed extension to Lazy Otter Meadows Caravan Park to allow for the siting of 34 static 
holiday/lodges together with environmental improvements. An appeal has been made to the 
Secretary of state against the decision of East Cambridgeshire District Council to refuse to grant 
planning permission. The Council made no further comments to this and let their previous 
comments stand 


Wilburton Cricket Club sent a letter in to discuss the possibility of moving their Cricket training 
over to Stretham. This would involve putting up out Cricket nets in the All-Weather Pitch. These 
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nets could then be used by residents as well. The Council asked the Clerk to ask Stretham Cricket 
club to come to the next Council meeting to do a presentation on how it would all work and give 
Councillors the opportunity to ask any questions. 


An email was received regarding the state of Brook Lane, stating that there are a lot of ruts on the 
verge that is now causing large puddle. Brook Lane is used by a lot of people, including children 
walking to school and for the majority of the way they have to walk along the road. It also said that 
due to the Manor Farm development the amount of people using Brook Lane will only increase. The 
Council asked the Clerk to speak to SWCLT to see if there are any plans to improve Brook Lane 
with a path using the 106 money they have received from the development. The Clerk to also speak 
to Highways to see if they can do anything about the verge. 


2019 02 05 PC 

I have ordered 3 new bins for the recreation ground, 3 of them have been ripped off and stamped on, 
I have also reported this to the Police. I have found out today the one in Jubilee gardens has also 
been damaged, so I am waiting to find out if this need replacing. 

I have attended a Feast meeting and have started booking the events. 

Ihave met with Councillor Parish and Mark Rabel Sargent of Ely police station to discuss the anti- 
Social behaviour that has been happening in the village. 


A quote has been received by Reed to complete the required repairs on Wakfield Way foot bridge 
the quote is for £470, it was proposed by Councillor Speed to go ahead with the repairs this was 
seconded by Councillor Bright, with the whole Council in agreement. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

Work is still ongoing at site and there will soon be more houses ready to be signed over. Lot of 
people have now moved into phase 2.There is a lot of working happening with the Wilburton CLT 
and a public meeting has been arrange to show the proposed drawings. 


An email was received from Stretham Sporting to ask if the Council had any intentions of putting 
CCTV up at the Pavilion and AWP to try and stop the vandalism. The Council decided that they 
would not be going down this avenue and having already met with the Police they hope this will 
now stop. 


An email was received from a concerned resident of Short Road regarding the foul language that is 
used by the footballers who play on a Saturday. The Clerk to contact Stretham Sporting to ask them 
to address this issue. 


2019 02 11 

John Lee of AJ Lee Developments Ltd said he faced objections, protests and outright refusals from 
residents and councillors before winning consent to build homes at Littleport. “It’s a case of 
NIMBY (not in my back yard) because it was refused due to residents and a lack of support from 
parish councillors opposing the project,” he said. 


Mr Lee first applied for planning permission to build 21 affordable houses in Back Lane, Littleport, 
in January 2014. However the original application was met with more than 100 letters of objection 
and 30 signatures on protests from The Station Road and Back Lane Residents’ and Homeowners 
Association. 

Mr Lee, who employs 40 workmen, says he faced similar controversy over 13 affordable houses in 
Witchford and a further 12 in Willingham. His company has also built eight affordable homes in 
Stretham and hopes to build 12 more in Isleham. 

Mr Lee said: “I believe there’s a great need for these affordables and all of these homes are being 
built for local people to rent or for shared ownership. I would have loved to get the chance to have a 
new house when I was young; now we can fulfil these opportunities and hopefully do young people 
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a bit of good. “I provided work for as many as 40 local tradesmen including brickies and plumbers 
and we all work hard to deliver these types of houses, at a time when central Government is 
requesting thousands of affordable houses to be built. “I’m one of the only blokes in the area that 
builds complete affordable sites. They just wouldn’t get built otherwise. 

“My question is why are we getting so much opposition to achieve this? There seems to be a 
resistance to social/affordable housing across East Cambridgeshire because politicians don’t want 
them. “The things that we’ve faced, you would not believe — meetings, arguments and opposition 
from many politicians. We’ve had similar problems in Witchford, too, where our fifth and latest 
project is under construction.” 

The houses in Littleport have been taken on by Cambridgeshire housing association the CHS Group. 
Mr Lee plans to build more affordable homes and is looking for sites within a 15 mile radius of Ely. 
(The Company built the houses in Sadler’s Way) 


2019 02 15 

East Cambridgeshire District Council statement regarding ‘Community-led Development. In 2015, 
the Council adopted a local plan that introduced policies that empowered communities to be more 
involved and lead on development in their area. The Council has recently been informed that whilst 
the plan is legally and procedurally correct, the only way our new plan can be adopted is if 
fundamental changes are made to some of the policies. The changes required include: deleting the 
policy for community-led development, despite this already being an agreed policy in the current 
local plan. https://www.aboutmyarea.co.uk/Cambridgeshire/Ely/CB6/News/Local-News/321240- 
East-Cambridgeshire-District-Council-statement-regarding-the-emerging-Local-Plan 








2019 03 05 PC 

Ihave been in contact with Pam from Highways regarding Brooke Lane, the area is now on the list 
for improvement once the new budget comes in, in April. Pam is currently getting costs together to 
widen the overrun section to stop this happening as it is a mess. Part of the verge will be lost but if it 
is just put back it will only happen again. So once Pam has an idea of costs and what budgets are 
available, she will be able to see what can be done. 


I have had an update with the Police, after we supplied the names of the people causing the 
vandalism and anti-social behaviour around the village, they have made home visits to all of them 
and spoken with them and their families, the Police seemed to think this went well and have 
informed them that if anything else happens then there will be consequences. The Police were 
confident that the message had been received and said that they got support from the families. 


19/00182/FUL — 5 Chadwick Way, Stretham. Retrospective planning for garage conversion. The 
Council objected to this planning application. By taking away the garage, it takes away a parking 
space and in turn means the car will be parked on the street leading to congestion on the roads. This 
was proposed by Councillor Speed and seconded by Councillor Bright, with the whole Council in 
agreement. 


19/00135/FUL — Gravel Farm Newmarket Road, Stretham. Proposed agricultural units. The Council 
made no objections to this planning application. This was proposed by Councillor Roberts and 
seconded by Councillor Bright, with the whole Council in agreement 


An email was received from the WI. With it being the WI’s centenary year, as well as the planter 
they are looking to install, they have also been inspired by Roger and Beryl’s litter picking efforts 
around the village and are planning to do a litter pick. They have also asked if there is anything else 
the Council could suggest for them to get involved with. The Council suggested maybe some more 
planting around the village, with the Council supplying some bulbs and plants. 


An email was received by Pam at Cambridgeshire County Council to say the grass verge outside 14 
Reads Street has been replaced with stones, she asked if the \council would like this tarmacked or 
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the grass being replaced. Another email was also received regarding another part of the verge on 
reads street. The resident stated that the verge is cut up, making it very slippery when getting out of 
the car and that there is constantly dog foul on the verge which has been walked into their house and 
car. The Council discussed the Read street verge at great length and felt that the verge is in keeping 
with the village and a nice aspect to the street. The Council views remain the same that they would 
like to keep the verge and that they take responsibility for the cutting of it, even though some 
residents do already cut it themselves. The Clerk to ask Pam to reinstate the verge back to grass. 


A couple of letters were received from residents of Reads Street, regarding the parking. Residents 
were sold the houses and, on the deeds, it stated that as you look from the school down Reads Street 
no cars should be parked on the right-hand side. Over the last few weeks a number of cars have 
been parked on the right-hand side, it is thought that the cars may be staying at the air B & B. The 
Clerk to pop round and speak to the owners to advise the that cars should not be parked on this side. 


Councillor Murfitt reported that the bench at the bottom of Short Road, has a large nail sticking up 
and needs a slate repairing. Councillor Murfitt will go down and make the nail safe and the Clerk to 
ask Kev Bell to repair the slate. 


2019 04 02 PC 

To receive a quote for the Village Map and discuss the Village Guide 

Councillor Parish informed the Council that the Youth Club again has be granted funding to 
produce the Village Guide, it was put to the Council that could the Village guide once produced be 
delivered along with the Village Newsletter. Councillor Williams proposed for this to go ahead and 
Seconded with \councillor Saunt with the whole Council in agreement. The Clerk presented the 
quote for the Village Map, it would be £500 if we did not include items such as benches and bins 
and £600 with these included. It was proposed by Councillor Speed to go ahead with the £600 
version and seconded by Councillor Taylor, 7 of the Councillors were in agreement with 2 against. 
The Clerk will go ahead with the £600 map, Councillor Nuttall asked that we make sure that we 
have publication rights to the map and be able to update it. 


To discuss setting up a working party to look at the prospect of a new Village community building 
Councillor Taylor said she had been approached to set up a working party to look at knocking down 
the Pavilion and building a new Community Room facility on the recreation ground. After speaking 
with a builder, it was suggested that this would be a cheaper option as all of the toilet and other 
facilities are already in place. After much debate from the Council it was decided that the recreation 
ground would not be the best place for a community facility as it would take up too much of the 
recreation ground and the parking would not be adequate enough. It was also said that there are 
better potential sites in the village. Councillor Nuttall also told the Council that when the Finance 
Committee looked at this project there was not enough Capital Funding around to fund the project, 
which in turn would mean that the Council would have to get a mortgage for the project and this 
would be too much of a financial strain on the village. It was agreed by the Council that if capital 
funding becomes available then this project would be looked at again. 


Amenities Working Party — Eleanor’s field will be soon be ready to have the grass and seed set. It 
was proposed by Councillor Roberts and seconded by Councillor Saunt to buy a flailer for Eleanor’s 
filed so we can cut it, it was also suggested that the Council approach Stretham Charities to see if 
they would like to pay half the cost and then it can be used on the allotments as well. The Council 
decided that a £1,500 budget be put on this and if the Charities do not wish to pay half then the 
Council will go ahead and purchase. The whole Council was in agreement 


2019 05 07 PC 


19/00479/FUL — Site South of 17 Short Road, Stretham. Construction of 1 four-bedroom, detached 
dwelling. The Council objected to this application, under the ground of over development of the 
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site, the building is higher than the surrounding properties therefore it would not be in keeping with 
the others. This was proposed by Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor Wright, with the 
whole Council in agreement. Councillor Saunt did not vote due to her declaration of interest in this 
application. 


To receive correspondence 

A letter was received to inform Stretham Parish Council that the War Memorial at St James Church 
yard has been awarded listed building status. The Clerk to find out if this can be done for the 
memorial in the Cemetery. 


A couple of emails were received with regards to Manor Farm play park. The black matting is still 
coming away, there are weeds growing into the paly park and the bin needs emptying. The Clerk to 
speak to Racheal Watts to find out if this is going to be rectified. 


An invitation was received by the SWCLT to invite Councillors to their AGM, which is to be held 
on Monday 13th May at 7pm at the Parish Rooms in Stretham. 


An email was received by a concerned resident regarding an accident that occurred on the Stretham 
Roundabout on the 8th April. A car hit the roundabout taking out a sign and landing in the resident’s 
front garden. The Clerk has been informed that a meeting is to take place on the 24th May with the 
Highways department and Councillor Bill Hunt to see if any safety measures need to be put in 
place. The Clerk was asked to put into the Newsletter what the Councils responsibilities are with 
regards to the Highways and what Cambridgeshire County Council, Highways department are 
responsible for. 


2019 05 14 ES 

‘Tantamount to inhabiting a parallel universe where the normal rules do not apply' says council 
chief of Mayor Palmer after he hands £54,000 a year part time job to Charles Roberts 

Mayor James Palmer is under fire over the appointment of former East Cambs Council leader 
Charles Roberts to a £56,400 a year part-time job with the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Combined Authority (CAPCA). Mr Roberts stood down earlier this month as both council leader 
and deputy mayor of CAPCA but is now back as strategic advisor. 

But Cllr Bridget Smith, leader of South Cambs District Council and a board member of CAPCA, is 
angry she knew nothing in advance of the appointment. "It's difficult to know what to say other than 
Iam a board member of the combined authority and this is the very first I have heard of this," she 
said. "I've not seen an advert, job description, short list or been consulted with in any way about 
your public money being spent on this role." She said: "Yet again I find myself learning about a 
contentious recruitment to a highly paid job on the authority, of which Iam a board member, from 
Twitter. It's tantamount to inhabiting a parallel universe where the normal rules of consultation and 
engagement do not apply." 

And Lib Dem Cllr Lucy Nethsingha, chair of CAPCA’'s scrutiny committee, said: "I am really 
shocked by this. CAPCA is already facing serious criticism for being East Cambridgeshire centric 
and employing only the mayor's friends. This will fuel those concerns. Not what those who 
supported CAPCA being set up were promised." 

Mayor Palmer said: "Charles' experience means he will be able to hit the ground running and the 
quality of his work and advice will be invaluable me. He is someone in whom I have absolute faith 
and trust to do an exceptional job." The mayor said the job was included in CAPCA's "approved 
staffing structure" and the new reduced budget of £4.5 million was lower than for most other 
combined authorities. He said Mr Roberts also had "a wide-ranging professional background 
including as an entrepreneur and start-up investor in sectors including food and farming. "He runs a 
consultancy company primarily serving the legal profession.”. 

Mayor Palmer said the strategic advisor role will require hours equivalent to four days’ work per 
week, on a pro rata salary of £70, 514. For his £1,100 a week pay cheque Mr Roberts will focus on 
helping the mayor to deliver 12 of the projects laid out in CAPCA's business plan. 
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One of those is housing and apart from growing the delivery of Community Land Trusts, Mr 
Roberts will be tasked with working up a scheme to deliver the '£100,000 house’. That is a scheme 
where by the mayor's land capture value policy of buying up land cheaply can be used to build 
homes for first time buyers. If planning is granted the mayor could use some of the land being 
sought for CLT schemes at Wilburton and Kennett to be used for his new '£100,000 homes' 
initiative. People would buy the homes through normal channels with the only string being that the 
discounted price would be reflected in any profit they might make. 

Mr Roberts said: "My performance will be judged on how I can help the authority deliver on these 
schemes and meet the ambitions we have for sustainable economic growth for the people of 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough." 


2019 06 04 PC 

Under the Freedom of information Act, I have received a request from a resident for the written 
notes I took in the last meeting and a copy of the typed minutes. I have informed the resident that 
once the minutes are written my notes are destroyed as per regulations and that they will be able to 
view all minutes on the Stretham Parish Council website. 


A Site visit has taken place down at the roundabout on the A10. There will not be anything 
‘structural’ taking place but some cosmetic things covered by general maintenance — 
1. Clean the gullies 
2. Sweeping the roundabout area 
3. Repairing a damaged sign post 
4. Refreshing the roundabout junction lines and also putting SLOW’s 
down at each approach 
5. Cut back the foliage around the signs 
6. Also we will side-out the section of path beside 1 & 3 to make it a 
bit wider and also put in a few stick in marker posts along that 
verge. 
In regards to the roundabout issues County and district Councillor Hunt has informed the residents 
he is willing to have a public meeting to discuss issues and the A10 upgrade. 


I have spoken to Pam regarding the lorries and tractors going too fast round the bend out of the 
village on Newmarket Road. Pam has informed me that she will report this to Road Safety, however 
we have the village gates with the corex sign as well as speed limit signs and further round there is 
the VAS sign, so not sure what else could be done. However, Road Safety may have some more 
ideas, but Pam has said this is a major A road so villagers must accept its going to be busy and large 
vehicles will use it. Pam has also advised that she will get the direction sign leading out of Stretham 
towards the roundabout on Newmarket Road fixed. With regards to putting double yellow lines 
down at the junction on Green End, Pam has advised that this would need to be done through an 
LHI request. 


In regards to the Zebra crossing Pam has advised the following; Stretham Parish Council had the 
Zebrites installed the other year to make the crossing more visible. Pam has asked the question 
about this before and there is not much else that can be done. The visibility either side would have 
been sufficient to be approved in order for the crossing to be installed in the first place. So, there is 
not much more that can be done. It must also be point out that a zebra crossing does not give 
pedestrians the right of way they are still liable to wait until its clear or a vehicle has stopped and 
not assume because they are on the crossing that a vehicle will stop. It may be an idea to point this 
out to your parish via any local newsletters etc that you distribute. 


Two members of the public were present: Mr Terry Peacock (Captain of the Stretham Bowls Club) 
and Mr Ken Dodson. Mr Peacock voiced his concerns to the Council, regarding the safety of Bowls 
Club members at risk of injury, from footballs constantly coming onto the Bowls lawn. Members 
were also advised of the damage being caused to the hedging, by the football club members 
retrieving the balls from the Bowls Club. Members were reminded, they did agree to resolve this 
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problem in the past, but no action has been taken. The Chairman confirmed despite best efforts, the 
Council were having difficulty in finding a suitable contractor to erect the poles and netting. Mr 
Peacock provided Members with information relating to two suppliers of suitable netting which 
could be installed, to resolve this problem (M H Goals — Ballstop System and Stadia Sports - 
Socketed Ball Stop Netting). The Chairman thanked Mr Peacock and Mr Dodson for their 
attendance at the meeting and agreed to table this item for consideration at the July Council 
meeting, once the Clerk had an opportunity to further investigate and cost the two systems. 


The finance, Governance and Personal Committee met and reviewed the Terms of reference. It was 
put forward to the Council to take out the line that states that all Finance, Governance and personal 
meetings should be advertised on the Council appointed notice board. The line regarding the 
proposed Nursery project was also removed, due to this project no longer taking place. 


To discuss and approve extra hours for the RFO 

The RFO left the room. 

Councillor Parish informed the Council that in order for the RFO to get all the Finance work up to 
date, Sandra has worked an additional 20 hours this month. Councillor Parish proposed that the 
Council Pay Sandra for this additional work. The Council discussed this and it was proposed by 
Councillor Taylor to pay the additional hours and this was seconded by Councillor Wright with the 
whole Council in agreement. Councillor Parish went on to inform the Council that she feels due to 
the work load the RFO should be given an additional 2 hours a week, raising her working hours 
from 6 a week to 8 a week. The Council agreed, this was proposed by Councillor Speed and 
seconded by Councillor Saunt, with the whole Council in agreement. The 8 hours will commence 
with immediate effect. The RFO was invited back into the room and informed of the decisions made 
by the Council. 


The Clerk informed the Council that Littleport, mens and children’s teams, Haddenham Children’s 
team and Soham’s men’s team have asked if they can use Stretham for training and football 
matches. Councillor Taylor informed the Council that a new Stretham men’s team has now been put 
together and she advised that allowing all teams to use the pitch would cause over usage and ruin 
the pitch. Council Taylor advised the Council that she thought it would be best to allow only Soham 
team to rent the pitch. This was discussed and length by the Council and they agreed to Councillor 
Taylor’s recommendations. This was proposed by Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor 
Speed with the whole Council in agreement. 


To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. 2 new houses have been handed over to the CLT, with 
1 more to be handed over by the end of the month and 2 by the end of July. There are currently 72 
people on the waiting list for houses. 


It was proposed by the Finance, Governance and Personnel Committee to increase the cemetery 
burial charges. It was suggested to raise the fee for non-residents to £400 and residents to £200. To 
be in line with other Councils. After much discussion it was proposed by Councillor Roberts that the 
resident price and for people who have a connection to the Village should remain at £70.00 and for 
non-residents to be set at £200. This was seconded by Councillor Taylor; the whole Council took a 
vote with 7 Councillors for the proposal and 1 against. 


Environmental Health contacted the Council regarding the Hog Roast at the Feast, a few complaints 
were made regarding to food poisoning. Environmental Health went to visit the vendor and were 
satisfied that the Hog Roast was not responsible and no further action was taken. 


Finance, Governance and Personnel Committee — All minutes are now up to date on the website. 


The website has also had a software update and Councillors details have been updated. It was noted 
that the Newsletter has not been put on the website since February, the Clerk to chase Laura. 
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Feast Sub — Committee — The Feast had another successful year, with the return of the Dog Show. 
This year the dog show made £350 which will go to Wood Green 


2019 07 02 PC 

19/37 To receive an update about the progress of actions from the last meeting of Stretham Parish 
Council on 4th June 2019 

Ihave met with Racheal Watts down at Manor Farm, we have had some more grass handed over to 
add to the gardening contract 

I have the quotes back for changing the lock at the Pavilion. Ely Lock Smiths have quoted £200.00 
+ VAT however they did not want to meet me and went out and looked round the Pavilion. Rapid 
Lock have quoted £865.00 + VAT, this will include new door handles as a lot of them are broken 
and one key for all the locks. The 3rd Locksmith failed to send over a quote. The Council asked the 
Clerk to go back to the locksmiths and get exactly the same items quoted. The Council agreed a 
limit of £865 for the locks and asked Clerk to go head and get the locks changed, this was proposed 
by Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor speed. 

The first draft of the village map has arrived, there are a few errors so Councillor Parish and myself 
are going to sit down and go through it and I hope to have it ready for the next meeting. I have 
reported the pot hole outside of the Post Office to Pam at Highways, there is also a broken Manhole 
cover just outside of the Cemetery Pam is going to have a look at that as well. I have also arranged 
for the Berry Close sign to be repaired. 

19/38 Public participation 

Two members of the Bowls Club were present to get an update on the netting, unfortunately the 
quotes were not yet in, the Council agreed that this would be on the agenda for the next meeting. 

A resident was in attendance to discuss his planning application 19/00780/FUL — 8B Wilburton 
Road. The application is for Culvert of existing open ditch and erection of brick pillars and metal 
gates over drive way, in addition to a pedestrian access gate. It was explained that the reason for 
wanting to do this, is due to rubbish collecting into the ditch, it also is a hazard as somebody tripped 
and fell into the open ditch causing a sprained wrist. The residents have cleaned the ditch out on 
many occasions as if this is not done the water then backs up. An application was made to East 
Cambs to do the work and this was granted, the pipes were purchased and work was ready to begin. 
East Cambs then informed them that a full planning application had to be submitted. Along wit the 
work to the ditch the application also includes a set of gates to be added to the front of the driveway. 
19/39 To receive a presentation from Laragh Homes regarding Phase 5 of Manor Farm and the 
proposed Doctors surgery. 

Laragh Homes were in attendance at the meeting, they came and gave a presentation on the 
development at Manor Farm. This included going through the consultation period, looking at what 
residents wanted from the site and looking at the different types of houses that are on site. 

They also presented to the Council what Phase 4 will look like, along with houses this will include a 
Village green and the Doctors surgery. The practise will not only house a surgery there will also be 
room for other medical services. 

After the presentation it was brought to Laragh Homes attention that some Councillors and 
members of the public were concerned about parking at the surgery. There would be room for 20 
parking spaces as the plans currently stand, it was felt that this would not be sufficient for doctors 
and patients and would lead to parking on the streets. Laragh Homes took on board all of the 
comments and said they would go away and relook at it and take advice. 

19/47 To consider planning applications 

19/00780/FUL — 8B Wilburton Road. Culvert of existing open ditch and erection of brick pillars 
and metal gates, in addition to a pedestrian gate. The Council objected to this planning on the 
following grounds. By having 450 ml pipes instead of 750 ml, the pipes would clog up causing a 
flooding issue. There is confusion as to who owns the ditch, it was proposed that actually the 
resident only owns half of the ditch, therefore putting in gates would be an encroachment. By filling 
in the ditch this would cause an ecological impact on wildlife. It was proposed by Councillor 
Roberts to object to this planning, this was seconded by Councillor Taylor, with the whole Council 
in agreement. 
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19/00811/FUL — 22 Akeman Close, Stretham. Two storey side extension and single storey front and 
rear extension. The Council made no objection to this application. This was proposed by Councillor 
Roberts and seconded by Councillor Taylor, with the whole Council in agreement. Councillor Saunt 
did not vote as she declared an interest in this application. 

19/48 To receive planning application decisions 

19/00509/FUL — 10D Reads Street, Stretham. Single storey flat roof extension to infill existing 
courtyard. This application was rejected. 


19/49 To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 
3 houses are due to be handed over by the end of July and have already been allocated. The next 
plots will be due around September. 


19/50 Finance — To authorise payments from SPC accounts and to note receipt of income 

1. Land Tenancy Agreements 

Red Fen Road, Little Thetford - draft tenancy agreed with new tenant (Charlotte Mitchell) — to 
commence on 1st August 2019 (provided gate has been installed) @ £450 per annum. 

Mr Carey — have received no response from email communication sent to him. Letter now sent in 
the hope of receiving a response. RFO requires assistance in respect of the actual property address 
of this land and preferably, an OS reference. Councillor Roberts stated that a contract was drawn up 
using the solicitors Browns, it was proposed by Councillor Speed to contact the solicitors to find 
out, this as seconded by Councillor Nuttall, with the whole Council in agreement. 


2019 07 13 

ONE man believes it is only a matter of time before a fatal traffic collision takes place in his village. 
Research consultant Edward James Bass recently moved to Stretham, but has quickly become very 
concerned at the numbers of heavy goods vehicles passing through the narrow streets each hour, as 
the village is being used as a rat run during the A14 closure. He lives near the bend on the A1123 in 
Stretham, near Green End, and like many residents, he is worried that by using the village as an 
alternative route for A14 traffic instead of the Ely bypass, a collision will happen sooner rather than 
later. Mr Bass previously worked for one of the “big four” tech companies, and is using his social 
media expertise to try and capture the attention of councillors and the media, but so far, he has had 
little luck. However, the village is hoping that will change on Tuesday, when East Cambridgeshire 
District Council member for Stretham, Bill Hunt, will attend a public forum to address the issue, 
alongside a representative for Highways England. Mr Bass outlined the concerns of the village and 
why Google’s algorithm may be to blame for the traffic crisis. He said: “Something should have 
been done about this by now. I’ve spoken to our councillor, Bill Hunt, and he’s simply assured me 
that while he’s concerned about the issue, it will at least be solved once the A14 reopens. “But this 
overlooks the bigger problem — the fact people are using this tiny road as an alternative route while 
the Ely bypass is empty. “The algorithm on Google Maps has altered the route from the A14 so this 
is now the main alternative, and I refuse to believe that simply opening the A14 again will solve this 
problem.” Mr Bass said he lives close to the most dangerous bend on the road. “You have 30 to 40 
HGVs passing hourly in both directions, and as it’s a tiny road, a collision is likely,” he said. “I'd 
only understand this being a preferred route if the Ely bypass didn’t exist. And again, we could wait 
for the A14 to reopen to stop this problem — but will that stop Google? “This has already been 
discussed at a Stretham Parish Council meeting, that 15 residents turned up to.” Stretham is far 
from the only Cambridgeshire village that has faced traffic problems recently. Earlier this year, 
residents in Earith staged a mock protest carrying coffins down the High Street, to signify how the 
HGVs using their narrow roads have polluted the air, ruined the infrastructure and contributed to the 
“death of a village”. But Mr Bass says that the issue in Stretham is different. He added: “What 
happened to Earith is awful, especially because they had no clear alternative route for traffic. But 
we do. There’s a bypass that vehicles can use as an A14 alternative instead. “Having vehicles zoom 
down these narrow streets doesn’t benefit the people in the area, or the industry here. The whole 
village needs a traffic overhaul, as this doesn’t help a growing community.” The Stretham traffic 
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issues meeting will take place at 7.30pm this Tuesday at St James’ Church in the village 2019 07 
13 CN 


2019 07 18 

SPEED OF VEHICLES THROUGH VILLAGE TO BE MONITORED 

VILLAGERS are taking their own traffic calming measures. Following a village meeting at St 
James Church on Tuesday, residents of Stretham say they are eager to prevent an accident 
happening in their village, after a major traffic increase following diversions from the A14 upgrade. 
Attendees at the meeting showed interest in a voluntary speedwatch, monitoring the speeds of 
passing motorists in the village, while the parish council is applying for funding to get a sign that 
records these speeds. However, they are still looking for more help to restrict heavy goods vehicles 
from entering their narrow streets, as well as a speed limit reduction and other traffic calming 
measures. Resident Edward Bass, who lives near the bend on the A1123 near Green End in 
Stretham, spoke to the News about the developments from the meeting, and what he feels still needs 
to be done. He said: “I’m happy that there was a big turnout, and hopefully the people happy to 
volunteer in the speedwatch will show that we want to take action to get things done, not just moan 
about these problems. “Councillor Bill Hunt repeated his points about the A14 upgrade being a fix- 
all solution for traffic through the village. Our point is that this in addition to traffic calming 
measures and/or reduced speed limits would absolutely guarantee a solution. “The A14 upgrade 
isn’t a magic wand that will immediately fix all of the traffic problems. “I also understand that a 
speed limit reduction is a big ask for drivers. It would annoy me too if I was asked to slow down. 
But we urgently need it, so I don’t want the next report in the paper to be about an accident here. It’s 
crazy out there, and we need a solution.” Mr Bass will be working with the Cambridgeshire County 
Council Highways division to communicate community issues, while Highways staff will visit the 
village to see the issues first hand. “In September, it is hoped there will be a follow-up meeting 
feeding back from this, and planning the next steps. Additionally Mr Bass wants both Cllr Hunt and 
South East Cambridgeshire MP Lucy Frazer to write to local haulage companies to ask them to use 
an alternative route via the Ely bypass, which he believes is their duty as local representatives. Cllr 
Hunt, Conservative councillor for the Stretham ward on East Cambridgeshire District Council, 
outlined his plans to the News. He said: “I’ve been working hard to get the A14 back in good 
condition, so we have five highways between Cambridge and Huntingdon — and my question is, 
why would people want to drive through Stretham when that’s open? “When the A14 is up and 
running, I will attempt to make the A1223 a B road, and impose a HGV limit, but I remain 
convinced that there will be less traffic when the A14 is done.” In the short term, work on new signs 
at the Stretham roundabout between the A10 and the A1123 will begin in ten days’ time — a direct 
result of an accident earlier this year when a car ended up in a woman’s garden. “I’m committed to 
make Stretham safer, but I don’t have any fish or loaves to quickly ease this problem,” added Cllr 
Hunt. “But there are 2,700 people working on a £1.5 billion upgrade to the A14, which is running 
ahead of schedule. If that isn’t progress, what is?” CN 


2019 08 08 EM 

Mike Petty <mikepetty13a@ gmail.com> 

Thu, 8 Aug 2019, 16:24 

to Kim, Janet 

On 16th July I asked for a copy of the Minutes of Stretham Parish Council meeting of November 
2014. They seem not to have come through. Please will you send them again. Would you also send 
the minutes of November 2016 as they too are missing from the online files. 

I have downloaded the Parish Council Minutes into one document that is easier to search and will 
upload this to join the other Stretham material on my Internet Archive site. 

I will also add the more important minutes to my Stretham Chronicle and Scrapbook 1770-2018, 
thus making this an even more complete record of village life. This Chronicle is online and is 
regularly consulted by both local residents and researchers around the world. 
https://archive.org/details/StrethamChronicleAndScrapbook17702018 
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There are, I note, a number of significant stories that seem not to have been covered in the Parish 
Council Newsletter. These I will feature in the 'Stretham Past Minutes’ section of my Stretham and 
Grunty Fen Facebook Group which is followed by over 300 people. 

As I have worked through the Minutes I have spotted what seem to be errors. 

They include The Minutes for November 2014 and 2016 are missing from the online record 

A number of Minutes are wrongly dated: the minutes of the meeting in January, February, March 
and April 2018 are wrongly recorded as having taken place in 2017 

There are numerous spelling errors. 

There is reference to Peter House College, which should be Peterhouse 

Middle Drove Common is presumably Middle Common Drove 

More embarrassingly a number of village streets have been wrongly named. 

These include 

Short Street, Woodlane, Greenend, Reeds Street, Wakefiled Way, Bury Close 
If they are indeed wrong, should they not be formally corrected in the officially-approved minutes? 
Otherwise how can parishioners be assured that other minutes are indeed a true and accurate record. 


2019 09 06 PC 

19/59 Update from County and District Councillor 

Councillor Hunt attended a meeting at the Church on the 16th July to discuss traffic issues in the 
Village. Councillor Hunt felt the meeting was very hostile and was made to feel like he had a hidden 
agenda. Councillor Hunt will not put himself in this position again and will work with the Parish 
Council in any way he can to relieve the issues. 

19/60 Public participation 

A number of residents were in attendance at the meeting, this included members of the new 
Stretham Speed Watch group. The first Speed Watch has taken place with 31 drivers being caught 
speeding in one hour. It was also noted a number of container lorries are coming from Soham using 
Newmarket Road. The Speed Watch group had a number of questions for the Council, including 
who cleans the road signs, Councillor Bright informed everyone that this needed to be reported to 
the Highways department who are responsible for this. Councillor Bright also informed everyone 
that only half the works had been carried out at the roundabout and more is yet to be completed. The 
Speed watch group asked if the village gates could be painted white and to see if the Council could 
help with purchasing Speed watch signs and to find an answer machine, Councillor Parish asked the 
quotes be obtained and sent to the Clerk and it would be added to the next Council agenda. The 
group currently have 13 active members, but would welcome anyone who has an interested in 
joining The Council have also put in for a Local Highways Grant, if successful this will be spent on 
new speed signs which will be placed on Newmarket Road. 

Another resident was also in attendance to discuss planning application 19/00780/FUL — 8B 
Wilburton Road, Stretham. It was stated that the gates, had been removed from the application. The 
resident also stated that they had, had written consent to say that they do own the ditch 

19/63 To review and appoint a New Parish Councillor 

One application was received for the post from Catherine Clerk, it was proposed by Councillor 
Roberts to accept the application, this was seconded by Councillor Speed, with the whole Council in 
agreement. The Clerk to issue New Councillor paper work. 


19/43-19/53 
Minutes from a previous meeting were wrongly included. There are no minutes from 19/63 to 19/77 


2019 10 01 PC 
19/78 To receive apologies and approval of absences 
19/81 To receive an update about the progress of actions from the last meeting of 


Stretham Parish Council held on the 3rd September 2019 

The RFO and I have been down to the AWP, there is a patch in the Astro that has been burnt. It is a 
patch to the left as you go in the gate. I have met with DEM sport and obtained the quote for the 
netting on top of the AWP. I have been in touch with Sargent Mark Rabel, he has given me a copy 
of the ICO guide to CCTV, which sets out the Data Protection act on how to use CCTV and storing 
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images. He advised that if CCTV was to be put The Council would need to put up signs letting 
people know CCTV is being used and why, you must be able to provide image within 40 days to 
anyone you have recorded and you can charge up to £10 for this information, you must share 
images with the authorities such as the Police if requested and you must only store images as long 
as you need them. Mark also suggested talking to Soham and Littleport Parish Councils as they have 
CCTV. The Council asked the Clerk to see If Littleport or Soham Parish Council could come and 
inform the Council of how they set up their CCTV and what it involved. I have reported the loose 
manhole cover down at the bottom of the high street and I have reported the pot hole outside of the 
Post Office. The RFO and I have a meeting with Maureen to discuss bookings of the Parish Rooms 
and Pavilion and to discuss how payments are processed. A meeting has been set up with Laura to 
dis cuss the Newsletter, this will take place on Wednesday 9th October, 7.30pm at the Pavilion. 
After an issue last week with locating a pre — paid burial plot from 2005, due to the records not 
being kept accurately, I have arranged to meet with Rosie from Sutton Parish Council to discuss 
how they record burials and pre — purchased graves. A visual map may be the way forward. 

19/83 To discuss the email received from Stretham Sporting 

An email was received from Stretham Sporting, stating that they had over paid on their last session 
invoice and were charged for 5 teams playing when in fact there were only 3 teams playing. The 
Clerk and RFO informed the Council that we were not informed that there were less teams playing. 
Therefore, Stretham Sporting would like a refund on the £600 over payment. Councillor Roberts 
explained that the agreement when the Council took over the Pavilion and AWP was that the 
Council would pay for half the running costs and that the other half would be paid for by the clubs 
using the facility. Due to the fact the Council was not made aware of the lower number of teams, 
Councillor Roberts proposed the £300 should be refunded to Stretham Sporting (as a credit against 
the current years charges) as a goodwill gesture, this was seconded by Councillor Wright with the 
whole Council in agreement. The RFO to contact Stretham Sporting to inform them of the Councils 
decision. 

Stretham also expressed their concern regarding the broken goal in the AWP and the amount of 
vandalism and anti — social behaviour that is happening down at the Recreation ground. The Clerk 
to inform Stretham Sporting that new goasl and nets have been purchased and as soon as they 
arrive, they will be put up. Councillor Murfittt will go down and remove the dangerous goal. Once 
they are in place the goals will be left out, however the nets will only be used by people who rent 
the AWP, to stop them being damaged. The Clerk to also let them know that the Police have been 
made aware of what is happening at the Recreation ground and they have stated that if anyone 
should witness vandalism or anti — social behaviour then it needs to be reported to 101 for them to 
be able to do anything about it. 

Stretham Sporting also asked for the AWP to be locked up when not being used, unfortunately when 
the Grant was given for the AWP it was on the understanding that it would not be locked and would 
be accessible for everyone to use. 

The Council agreed that moving forward the Council will continue to pay half the running costs of 
the Pavilion and the other half will be divided equally by any teams that will be using the facilities. 


19/85 To discuss the Grant given to the SWCLT for the Doctors surgery 

When the Grant was first discussed it was agreed that it would come out of the reserves. The 
Finance Sub — Committee have since looked into this and propose that the money should actually 
come out of the CIL money received. This was proposed by Councillor Nuttall and seconded by 
Councillor Speed, with the whole Council in agreement. 


19/90 To review the proposed budget 

All Councillors were given a copy of the proposed budget, agreed at the last Finance, Governance & 
Personnel Committee meeting. The RFO gave a projection of costs to the end of this financial year. 
Based on this projection, it is likely there will be a deficit of £7,625 which will need to be drawn 
from Reserves. Councillor Nuttall proposed to accept the budget, this was seconded by Councillor 
Roberts with the whole Council in agreement. 


19/92 To consider planning applications 
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19/01323/FUM — Erection of a new B8 storage and distribution building, additional parking spaces 
and associated drainage and landscaping works. 19 Ely Road, Stretham. The Council made no 
objections to this application; however, they would like to see better screening/landscaping on the 
North and East side, facing Ely and the A10. This was proposed by Councillor Roberts and 
seconded by Councillor Clerk 


19/93 To receive Planning application decisions 

19/00780/FUL — Culvert of existing open ditch. 8B Wilburton Road, Stretham. 

19/01148/TPO — Tree preservation order at 10C Reads Street. 

S/0559/17/OL — Waterbeach Barracks and Airfield site. Outline planning for up to 6,500 dwellings 
including up to 600 residential institutional units, business, retail, community, leisure and sports 
uses, a Hotel; new primary school and secondary school; green open spaces including parks, 
ecological areas, woodlands; principal new accesses from the AlOand other points of access. 

20/94 To receive an update on SWCLT 

2 more houses are coming over, in March there will be 4 1-bedroom bungalows coming over to the 
trust with 2 of these already being allocated. There is a meeting to take place to discuss the Doctors 
surgery development. 


2019 10 
Conflict over Wilburton homes plan; SWCLT says community amenities will be built as early as 
possible ... in commercial developments are left to the end — Fenscene 


2019 10 28 

Masters Logistical purchased its existing premises and an additional adjacent 3.5 acres of land to 
increase its operations with support of £2.5million funding package from Lloyds Bank Commercial 
Banking. The business, based in Stretham, transports goods to and from businesses across 17 
European countries, has bought the site it previously rented for 15 years. They now plan to build a 
new warehouse and hire an additional three members of staff and expects to increase its annual 
turnover by 10 per cent to £6 million in the next year — 2019 10 28 


2019 11 05 PC 

19/106 To discuss Stretham Sportings appeal for a refund 

The Clerk read out the email received from Stretham Sporting. The email stated that they were not 
happy with the goodwill gesture the Council made of £300 towards their over payment made last 
year. Council Roberts explained to the Council that when the Council took over the Pavilion, it was 
agreed that the Council would cover 50% of the running costs and that the over 50% would be 
covered by the teams using the facility. Therefore, the amount would be split between all the teams 
that are playing that year. Last year Stretham Sporting did not inform the Council that fewer teams 
were playing and paid the invoice that was sent to them. The Council agreed that they would not 
refund the whole £600, but would stick to the £300 goodwill gesture that was made. The Clerk to 
inform Stretham Sporting. 


19/107 To receive an update on CCTV 

The Clerk has been in contact with Littleport and Soham Parish Councils who have both put up 
CCTV in their parishes. Both Councils have invited Stretham Parish Council to visit and have a 
look at the equipment they have and to discuss the legal requirements. The Clerk to set up a meeting 
which 

Councillor Nuttall, Councillor Williams and Councillor Wright will attend. 


19/108 To discuss the Play Area Risk Assessments 

Councillor Parish Read out parts of the risk assessment to Councillors and Councillors were given 
time to read the assessment. The RFO explained to the Council that the insurance states that in order 
for the insurance to be valid at the very least monthly inspections of the play areas need to take 
place. To get ECDC to do this would cost £900 a year. Councillor Roberts noted that the monthly 
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check would probably be to cover the Public Liability insurance and not have anything to do with 
the Play equipment. Councillor Nuttall has looked through the insurances and noted there are a 
number of items requiring clarification from the insurers. This matter will be referred to the 
December FGPC meeting. Cllr Roberts asked the RFO to clarify if the inspections are required 
under the Contents or Public Liability section of the insurance. This item will be put on the agenda 
for the January meeting to receive the feedback. 


19/114 To discuss the hours of the RFO (due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted, members of the Public will be asked to leave the meeting at this point) 

The RFO was asked to leave the meeting at this point. 

Councillor Parish explained to the Council that the RFO has currently been working overtime to 
catch up on everything that needs completing and has done 16 hours overtime, it was put to the 
Council that she should be paid this overtime. Councillor Parish also informed that the RFO 
requires more hours due to the work load, the Council discussed this request and agreed to the 
additional hours taking the RFO from 8 hours to 12, this will be reviewed at the June Finance and 
Governance Sub — Committee meeting in June 2020. This was proposed by Councillor Nuttall and 
seconded by Councillor Speed, with the whole Council in agreement. 


19/115 To consider planning applications 

19/00811/FUL — 22 Akeman Close, Stretham. Two storey side extension and single storey front and 
rear extensions. An amendment was received regarding this application, the amendment involves 
the reduction in depth of first floor elevation. The Council made no objections to this application. 
This was proposed by Councillor Roberts, seconded by Councillor Speed, with the Council in full 
agreement. Councillor Saunt abstained from voting due to a declaration of interest. 

19/01497/FUL — Stowbridge Solar Farm, Newmarket Road, Stretham. Installation of a replacement 
inverter and storage container. The Council made no objections to this planning. This was proposed 
by Councillor Nuttall and seconded by Councillor Clark, with the whole Council in agreement. 
19/116 To receive planning application decisions 


19/01188/FUL — 11 Newmarket Road, Stretham. Increase in height of boundary fence from 1.5m to 
1.8m Retrosepctive. 

19/01264/FUL — Site south of 14 Brook Lane, Stretham. Erection of a new 3-bedroom bungalow 
with integral single garage and associated driveway, drainage and landscaping. 


19/117 To receive an update on the progress of SWCLT 

There has been progress on the new Doctors surgery, work is continuing with the NHS and the 
design have been agreed. There will be 4 business units to let and possibly 2 offices in the Doctors 
surgery. 4 bungalows are due in March and 2 of these have been allocated. 


19/120 To receive verbal reports from Sub — Committees 

Amenities Working Party It was requested that the village benches are painted and next financial 
year it is put in the budget to purchase additional benches in the cemetery This was proposed by 
Councillor Roberts and seconded by Councillor Nuttall, with the whole council in agreement. 


2019 11 05 

Spuds spilt on road as trailer overturns. Stretham bypass was completely shut after a tractor trailer 
overturned and spilt potatoes all over the road. Traffic was diverted through Stretham High Street 
which caused additional delays before the A10 was opened at around midday. There were no 
reported injuries — 2019 11 05 


2019 12 03 PC 

19/127 

I wrote to Stretham Sporting to inform them that the Council will not be refunding the full £600 but 
has made a goodwill gesture of £300. Stretham Sporting said they were extremely disappointed and 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from — www.mikepetty.org.uk 


Stretham from 2000: the Digital Age by Mike Petty 


find it really sad that the Council are refusing to acknowledge its own error and are keeping 3300 of 
their money raised from players subs and their own fundraising. They are now going to seek legal 
advice before responding further and will inform parents of the Councils response. 


19/131 To consider planning applications: 

19/01573/FUL — 49 — 51 Station Road, Wilburton. Change of use of a vehicle dismantling premise 
to B1 light industrial/office use. The Council made no comments. 

19/01598/FUL — 1 Old Orchard Lane, Stretham. Erection of 1 Summer house, | x Green House, 2 x 
Sheds and associated works in a residential garden. No objections were made to this application, 
this was proposed Nuttall and seconded by Councillor Taylor with the whole Council in 

agreement. 

19/132 To receive planning application decisions: 

19/01497/FUL — Stowbridge Solar Farm, Newmarket Road, Stretham. Installation of a replacement 
inverter and storage container. This application has been approved. 

19/01440/FUL — 5 Ashe Place, Berry Close, Stretham. Erection of new porch to the side of the 
property, move patio doors, alterations to rear window and internal alterations. This application has 
been approved. 
18/01338/FUL — Land South of 1 to 4 Stowbridge Cottages, Green End, Stretham. Proposed 
detached dwelling and double garage. This application has been approved. 

19/00811/FUL — 22 Akeman Close, Stretham. Two storey side extension and single storey front and 
rear extensions. This application has been approved. 

19/133 To receive an update on the progress of SWCLT Councillor Parish attended the Wilburton 
open event and had a look at the plans. Councillor Parish said she was impressed with the amount of 
open green space. 





2020 01 

A beloved Cambridgeshire pub has shut its doors for good. The Lazy Otter in Cambridge Road, 
Stretham has shut, with owner Annette Gwinnett posting a heartfelt message on Facebook saying 
they had ceased trading for good. Annette said: "I am sad to announce that the Lazy Otter has closed 
its doors and ceased trading. "I have had an amazing ten years here and it has been a pleasure to 
welcome you and look after you, and share in all the laughs along the way! " I would just like to 
take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and custom over the years and wish you all 
well for the future. Kindest regards Annette and the Lazy Otter team." The pub was a popular tourist 
destination, being beside Stretham Ferry Marina on the River Great Ouse between Cambridge and 
Ely, with many travelling on the river stopping by for a pint in the sunshine. 

Subsequent reports indicate that it might be just for refurbishment 
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19/150 To receive planning applications (This will not be a definitive list at the time of 
printing, please contact the Clerk for further updates) 

19/01373/FUL — Land west of Sanders Piece, Ely Road, Little Thetford. Change of use of land to a 
mix of Gypsy and Traveller residential and equestrian with the siting of up to six caravans of which 
no more than two can be mobile homes and the erection of an amenity building and stable block. 
The Council objected to this planning application on the following grounds; 


° The site will cause traffic issues to and from the site. 

. It is an unsustainable location in terms of transport and footpaths 

° Over development of the open countryside 

° It will interrupt an important view of a grade 1 listed building, Ely Cathedral 


This was proposed by Councillor Parish and seconded by Councillor Nuttall, with the whole 
Council in agreement. 


19/01743/FUL — 26 Ely Road, Stretham. Proposed demolition of conservatory, construction of a 
two — storey rear extension, new front porch, internal and external alterations and new vehicular 
access. The Council made no objections to this application. This was proposed by Councillor 
Nuttall and seconded by Councillor Taylor, with the whole Council in agreement. 
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19/01323/FUM — 19 Ely Road, Stretham. Erection of a new B8 storage and distribution building, 
additional parking spaces and associated drainage and landscaping works. An amendment was 
received for this application, additional information received includes; 


° Arboriculture impact assessment 
e Ecological assessment 
° Supporting information regarding heritage impacts, parking and turning provision, business 


justification and fencing. 
It was proposed by the Council to make no objections to this amendment, this was proposed by 
Councillor Taylor and seconded by Councillor Nuttall, with the whole Council in agreement. 


19/154 To receive Correspondence 

A complaint was received regarding Brook Lane and the mud on the road. The large lorries and 
machinery going up to PX Farm are cutting up the verges and causing a lot of mess on the road. The 
Council asked the Clerk to contact PX Farms and aske them to ensure they clean the road. 


2020 01 26 

Two heroic dads risked their lives to pull their neighbour from his burning house - and they say 
they’d do it again. 

Last night (Friday January 24) at around 10pm, 21-year-old Milton Rowlands left his house on 
Berry Green, Stretham to have a cigarette. But as he walked down the road, he was shocked to see a 
bungalow up in flames. 

He said: “I walked past the house and I saw flames in the window. I pretty much just went straight 
up the driveway, opened the door and tried to drag the man out, but it was just wave after wave of 
smoke.” 

Despite his best efforts, the man - standing around 6ft 6 and weighing approximately 18 stone - 
proved difficult to move. 

“I had to get out of the house pretty quickly,” Milton continued. “I just screamed ‘help, fire’ at the 
top of my lungs. People must have heard me half a village away because I’ve got a loud voice.” 
One person that did hear the cries for help was 33-year-old Jamie Dama, also of Berry Green, who 
was getting ready for bed when he heard the commotion. 

Jamie said: “I opened the front door and just saw all this smoke. I didn’t put any shoes on, I just ran 
out there. I could see the man lying on the floor through the door, so I just built up the courage and 
went in. I might only have been in there on my own for a couple of seconds, but it felt like I was in 
there trying to pull for ages. I was just in my socks and he had a wooden floor, so I kept slipping 
and slipping. I remember stopping, looking around and thinking 'oh my god, I'm actually going to 
die here'." 

It was at that point that another neighbour, 52-year-old Kevin Jugg, rushed in to lend Jamie a hand. 
Kevin said: "Jamie went first, but I was literally on his tail. I saw Jamie pulling and nothing was 
happening so I literally just grabbed the pair of them and then he started to move. It felt like a 
lifetime, but it was seconds. You’re trying to suck in oxygen that isn’t there.” 

Once Kevin and Jamie had pulled the man out of the house and into the doorway, ‘about six’ other 
men helped move him to the other side of the road. 

Jamie said he thought the man would only have survived for ‘about ten minutes’ had he not rescued 
him from the burning bungalow. He said: “He wouldn't have had long, because all his hair had 
started to singe. He started getting burn marks and had soot all up his nose.When they sat him up, 
his skin was just smoking.” 

Five crews and 25 firefighters attended the scene at around 10.25pm. 

After an ambulance arrived, the injured man was driven to hospital before being treated for serious 
burns. 

The fire was extinguished using two hose reels and jets and firefighters remained on the scene until 
around 1.50am. 

Jamie, who couldn’t sleep after the incident, said: “Every time I shut my eyes, all I could see was a 
burning house. But even though Kevin and Jamie, along with Milton and one other man, were 
treated for smoke inhalation at the scene, they said they didn’t regret diving into the building. 
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Kevin said: “I could never live with myself if something had happened to him and I hadn’t tried. Pd 
do it again. I’d do it tomorrow, no hesitation, if it came to it.” 
A full investigation into the cause of the fire is underway. 


2020 02 04 PC 

19/163 To receive an update about the progress of actions from the last meeting of Stretham Parish 
Council on 7th January 2020 

There has been an issue with the oil tank at the Parish Rooms, it has a leak somewhere and the oil 
has drained out. I am meeting with a company tomorrow who were recommended by Goff where 
we get our oil from, to try and find out what the issue is. 

19/168 To discuss the Fair ground coming to the Village in March 

James Gilbey has approached the Council to see if he can bring his fair to the Village again this 
year, it would be from the 12th to the 15th March. The Council had its concerns about the ground 
being churned up, it was suggested that Councillor Murfitt go to see James to discuss these concerns 
and make a decision that if he is happy with what James proposes then he can go ahead with the 
fair. This was agreed by the whole Council. 


19/172 To consider planning applications (This will not be a definitive list at the time of printing, 
please contact the Clerk for further updates) 

20/00054/FUL — 4 Chadwick Way, Stretham. Proposed erection of single storey 

garage to provide 2 off street car parking spaces. The Council objected to this planning for the 
following reasons. It would restrict the parking area to only one on the drive, the Council were 
unsure why windows and a bi — folding door to the garden were necessary in a garage and wondered 
if in fact the building was not going to be used for cars. 


19/173 To receive planning application decisions 
19/01598/FUL — 1 Old Orchard Lane, Stretham. Erection of 1 x Summer House, 1 x Green House, 2 
x Sheds and associated works in a residential garden. 


19/176 To receive Correspondence 

An email was received from the resident of 8B Wilburton Road, informing the Council that the 
culvert of the existing ditch was now complete and only the landscaping left to do. A Councillor 
informed that the they had ben told by another resident that the pipe was not deep enough. The 
Clerk to check with ECDC to see if they go out and approve the finished works. 
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19/187 To discuss the purchase of 2 new laptops, a printer and equipment support 

It was put to the Council that both the Clerk and RFO laptops are not running as efficiently as they 
should and could do with being upgraded. The Clerks Printer is also not working. The Council 
agreed to spend £500 on a laptop each for the Clerk and the RFO. This was proposed by Councillor 
Nuttall, seconded by Councillor Taylor, with the whole Council in agreement. 

The Council agreed the Clerk to purchase a Printer to the value of £200, this was proposed by 
Councillor Nuttall, Seconded by Councillor Saunt, with the whole Council in agreement. 

It was suggested that Office 365 be purchased for the new laptops and to change the email 
addresses. This would cost £9.40 a month. A bookings email will also be added for an additional £2 
a month. This was proposed by Councillor Nuttall, Seconded by Councillor Taylor, with the whole 
Council in agreement. 


19/193 To discuss a Parish Council Facebook Page 

Councillor Wright suggested to the Council that having a Facebook page would be an excellent way 
of communicating to the village what the Parish Council is doing and relay any important messages. 
It was also suggested that most Parish Councils do have their own Facebook pages now. Councillors 
agreed that a 3-month trial would take place, to monitor what was put on the page and also to 
monitor how much of the Clerks time it would take up. 

The RFO to produce a Facebook policy and present at the next meeting. 
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19/194 To consider planning applications (This will not be a definitive list at the time of 
printing, please contact the Clerk for further updates) 


20/00200/FUL — Saunders piece Caravan and Camping, Ely Road Little Thetford. Change of use 
including an increase of touring pitches 10 to 20, siting of 16 mobile home holiday lets and to cease 
caravan storage. 

The Council objected to this planning application, due to the fact that there is no date restriction for 
when the holiday lets can be occupied, the Council therefore felt that this would be a residential site 
and not holiday lets. This was proposed by Councillor Taylor and Seconded by Councillor Saunt, 
with this whole Council in agreement. 


19/195 To receive Planning application decisions 
19/01373/FUL — Land West of Saunders Piece, Ely Road, Little Thetford — Approved 
19/196 To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 


No update was provided 
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Mike Petty <mikepetty13a@ gmail.com> 

Sat, 14 Mar, 17:01 

Will you be adding the January and a February minutes to the website soon. 


2020 04 PC 
There were no Council meetings until July 2020 due to the Coronavirus Epidemic 
2020 05 PC 
There were no Council meetings until July 2020 due to the Coronavirus Epidemic 
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We were surprised to read Mr Roberts’ unsubstantiated accusations on the front page of the Ely 
Standard. Our impression is that the scores of residents involved with Save Wilburton from 
Overdevelopment are concerned by issues like the large size of the Camps Field development 
proposal relative to the village, negative impacts on infrastructure and the character of Wilburton, 
and faux community engagement exercises. Open democratic debate should be encouraged with 
respect to any potential “community led’ development. We are concerned that the aggressive stance 
taken by Mr Roberts towards members of our community who disagree with him about the issues, 
without presenting evidence that these unnamed individuals have done anything wrong, is his 
considered response to the recent parish council survey which indicated that an overwhelming 
majority in the village oppose his plans for Wilburton. Results of survey reflect widespread 
opposition to the land trust development, Results of survey reflect widespread opposition to the land 
trust development, 

The tone and language used in his published comments may intimidate residents who ought to be 
celebrated for caring about the future of their community. Perhaps the chair of the Stretham and 
Wilburton Community Land Trust might consider accepting responsibility for how upset many 
villagers in Wilburton have been by the submission of this planning application immediately after a 
clear NO was returned by the village survey, and just as the virus lockdown began. Some in 
Wilburton feel powerless in the face of a development proposal being aggressively promoted by 
well-connected and powerful political figures in our region. Many worry that the laudable aims of 
community led development are undermined when this is the case. Results of survey reflect 
widespread opposition to the land trust development, Scenes from a very early public meeting 
where the plans were discussed. Results of survey reflect widespread opposition to the land trust 
development, Scenes from a very early public meeting where the plans were discussed 

The members of the Save Wilburton From Overdevelopment are as follows: 


SAVE WILBURTON FROM OVERDEVELOPMENT’S LETTER TO MP 
Support from land trust chairman 
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I write in response to last week’s front page, ‘New homes plan causes outrage in community’. 

For months now, trustees of the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust - and seemingly 
anyone associated or showing a modicum of support for our work - have been the subject of a 
targeted, largely clandestine and highly orchestrated campaign of bitter nastiness. 

This “outrage” to community homes at Camp’s Field, Wilburton, comes from a small cadre of 
mean-minded, pitiless individuals who the Ely Standard for some reason is unable, or unwilling, to 
name. 

So let’s shine a light on what their real issue is. Because I do know some of them, and I’m now 
calling out their behaviour for what it is. 

And first let me say that I have absolutely no issue with robust, forthright views which oppose the 
plans at Camp’s Field. 

That’s a sacred right. 

But this particular streak of opposition goes beyond that. 

These people are wreckers and they are blockers. 

They target from behind keyboards, via social media. 

They have no concern for creating a community which offers a place for everyone, regardless of 
wealth or background. 

Yet they say they want affordable homes for local people. 

They say they understand the misery of the housing crisis, where lack of affordability wrenches 
people from communities where they work or have strong ties. 

They then have the temerity to come out to clap our NHS staff during coronavirus, many of whom 
couldn’t afford to live in Wilburton. 

The message being: ‘We’ll praise our heroes FROM our doorstep, but we don’t want them 
anywhere NEAR our doorstep’. 

Because the 35 affordable homes at Camp’s Field would absolutely offer a place to live for a nurse, 
a teacher, a care home worker, a supermarket employee and an Amazon delivery driver. 

We have a solution, right here, right now, driven by the community, for the community. 

We’ve been successful in Stretham already, and we can do it again. 

Not only are we helping to create a thriving community for everyone, but we have already built £6 
million in property assets, producing £12,500 in monthly rental income, all legally locked to the 
community for its benefit. 

Community-led development is not synonymous with winning over 100% of the village. 

It is local people taking back a little bit of control to deliver something that will benefit everyone for 
generations to come. 

But they want to bring it down. 

Many of them have moved here recently from outside the county, to see out their sunset years in an 
ossified village exclusively made up of wealthy retirees in a feudal community where they have 
control. 

“If you can’t afford to live here, tough luck. Clear off.” 

So it’s no surprise they don’t believe there is a long waiting list of local people wanting an 
affordable hole. 

And no surprise they state new community-owned assets like green spaces, sports facilities or other 
amenities are “neither needed, nor wanted”. 

Neither needed, nor wanted. That’s also the message they send to a young family of key workers, 
who grew up here, but have no hope of living in the place they call home. 

CHARLES ROBERTS, chairman of the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust 


Unanswered questions 

I am writing to you as someone who has looked in depth into CLTs across England, and support the 
general aims that they stand for. 

The National CLT handbook is a good source of information on how it should be done. I have also 
attended every possible public event SWCLT have held in an attempt to ask questions and be 
informed - they claim to be “open and honest” - but rarely do they provide the information. 
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I made an informed decision to object to the proposals, with the location, scale and low provision of 
affordable housing pinned to high market prices being main concerns. 

The two letters published from Mr Hennessy and Mr Roberts demonstrate the attitude taken towards 
those who do form their own opinion which differs from theirs - with attempts to silence opposition 
apparent both in Wilburton and in other CLTs in East Cambs, particularly Kennett. 

Yet neither letters demonstrated community support, a policy requirement in the local plan and an 
“essential requirement” Mr Roberts has previously presented. 

For Wilburton, this sizeable development is some distance from the centre of the village. Distance 
figures quoted in the planning documents are from the entrance to the site, not the middle or furthest 
houses. 

To get to the main bus stops serving Cambridge (a single bus at around 7:30am out and 6:30pm 
return), would require crossing the main road twice and two side roads - one which is getting 
increasingly busy during peak time. 

Traffic calming has been suggested - via a pedestrian crossing: are they seriously proposing to slow 
traffic by having children cross the road in a 40mph limit - if so then maybe they would like to 
volunteer as lollipop men? 

One of my main concerns is the provision of only 30% of affordable housing, with prices based on a 
high market price, not local wages. 

It is misleading to label that “genuinely affordable”. Figures from the National CLT (from Feb 
2019) show that for almost 800 houses developed by CLTs in England, over 80% were classed as 
affordable, with a just under 17% being market houses. 

In South Cambridgeshire, including Cottenham, CLTs are aiming to provide at least 80% affordable 
housing - even commercial housing sites are required to provide 40%. 

In the south of this district, the local plan stipulates 40% affordable housing - yet the provision for 
Kennett CLT is only 30% - how can that be something to support? 


Figures from CLTs around England show the provision suggested for Wilburton (and others 
supported by ECDC) is one of the lowest. 

The development will also not provide any social housing. I have previously asked questions 
regarding affordability and total cost of ownership of these homes - something neither Mr Hennessy 
nor Mr Roberts has been willing or able to answer. 

Given that this has been the key point made throughout the box-ticking engagement process, the 
community should to be informed. 

A figure of 20% below market rate is often stated - but what does this relate to? Just the value of the 
house, not the expected total monthly payments. 

If local market housing is 12x local wages, 80% is 9.6 times - how is that “genuinely affordable”? It 
seems to be a bit less expensive. 

There are also ongoing costs of rent and service charges on top of any “leased share” - the total 
costs are important, not an overly simplistic 80% figure. 

I agree it will help some, but is it really as affordable as we are being led to believe? At various 
SWCLT box-ticking public events, the combined forces of the SWCLT and some Parish 
Councillors have been unleashed on the community. 

Important questions were asked by many, but answers avoided when the SWCLT didn’t want to 
answer. It is odd that these two letters do not mention their behaviour in meetings - which has in 
part increased opposition to the development as people doubt it is as genuine as they claim - 
shouting does not answer questions. 

As Mr Hennessy picked a quote, then so shall I after reviewing the 3rd event. One that particularly 
caught my attention was “I’ve got to make sure that this school doesn’t close” - where did he get his 
facts from to suggest the school was going to close? 

It has been repeated several times since around the village, causing obvious concern. At the time of 
the meeting (Feb 2019), the school was preparing documents to submit to the county council to 
extend the use of the temporary classroom beyond August 2019 - with the planning documents 
stating: “te latest pupil forecasts from the county research group indicate that the number on roll 
will be well in excess of the school’s permanent capacity of 120 places for the next five years.” 
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When later asked if the school could take the numbers, Mr Roberts stated, “We are told by the 
school that actually, yes, more is important”. It may be now, due to two consecutive low intake 
years going through the school, but this is a planning issue which has to be based on forecasts for 
the years to come and cumulative development in the catchment area. 

Mr Roberts also said “you are talking about 120 houses on here but many many years away” - 
which clearly will not help the current situation in the school. 

We can now see from the County Council document submitted to the planning portal that, based on 
catchment forecast figures and development in the village, “this means that by 2022/23 the total 
population will be 184 and there will not be capacity at Wilburton CofE Primary school”. 
Although only a catchment forecast, it is the best knowledge available and suggests a school 
unlikely to cope rather than one to be saved from closing. 

The county council propose to take the additional children via an extension of Haddenham School, 
not Wilburton. 

I invested a lot of time and effort in helping both the pre-school and school via committees when 
my daughter attended and I want to see it thrive - but I also did not expect it to be used to gain 
support for a large development in the way it has. 

The intake figures for 2019 and places offered for 2020 are both at or above the level recommended 
for the school (20). The county council decide on the school, and were happy to make their forecast 
figures available. 

One SWCLT trustee was unable (or maybe unwilling) to give an answer regarding catchment and 
potential intake figures for 2019 when asked directly at a meeting, despite being a school governor. 
It should be noted that neither the current Stretham nor Haddenham CLT developments have made 
or will make Section 106 payments for school facilities (Freedom of Information Request FOI/EIR 
20/21-001) - this has not been mentioned at any SWCLT event. 


How can this be allowed to happen for large scale development across the villages? Maybe one for 
ECDC as the LPA to answer. At the other end of the age range, both Mr Roberts and Mr Hennessy 
have stated the village risks becoming a geriatric village. 

What are they basing this on? The last census shows Wilburton to have a lower percentage of older 
people as a proportion of the population than the district as a whole (totals of 75 and over - 7.6% in 
Wilburton, 8.1% in the District, 2011 figures). 

Current school pupil forecasts suggest there are an increasing number of young families here, with 
pupil numbers growing steadily from 90 in 2008 to over 120 now. 

The census does show a higher proportion of retired people in the village - but many are younger 
retirees, not geriatrics. 

Of those I know, some have either already moved away and others plan to - as do we, this will not 
be our “sunset” home. Having moved away from it’s historic farming heritage, Wilburton is now a 
commuter village, serving Cambridge. 

The SWCLT developer previously stated proximity to Cambridge being a reason to build here. Yet 
34 of the proposed houses on the SWCLT site are to be bungalows (Planning Statement, para 6.26) - 
that is almost 30% of the development - with at least 25% of the CLT houses being bungalows. 

We have been repeatedly told these are homes for people to live and work locally - not to retire to. It 
would appear to be a development neither Mr Hennessy nor Mr Roberts shouldsupport, given the 
opinions they have expressed. 

Mr Roberts also made the statement that “I would imagine there will be hundreds of jobs in 
Wilburton” - with no clarification of any details. I am also surprised that the village survey was 
mentioned - a lot of hard work was put into the survey, and many in the community appreciate that. 
Of those who responded, the survey shows only 18% supported the plans (or 33 out of a population 
of 1013, just 3% of the village). 

The parish council this week also suggested there were too few respondents. Should we then void 
local election results in Littleport Ward (22.1% turnout) and Soham South Ward (23.6% turnout) - 
removing five Conservative party candidates from the district council? 

If the survey result had shown 75% supported the proposal, would the argument of a low turnout 
still be made? The survey was suggested by an SWCLT trustee, but vehemently opposed by two 
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other trustees - surely that would suggest they knew they did not have the support of the 
community. 

The wording was agreed by the Parish Council, and the survey included a link to the SWCLT site 
for information. It had more respondents than any other SWCLT related feedback, possibly even 
any 

CLT feedback in the district. 

It would appear toys are being thrown out of the pram, but the community has never shown support 
for large development. In a document on the ECDC website prior to the 2015 Local Plan (a 
document Mr Roberts stated did not exist when I mentioned it) - the results showed the community 
supported smaller developments of up to 10 houses, but not large developments. 

From a planning perspective for community led development, the support for a particular scheme 
has to be evidenced, not the opposition. To date, this has not happened for Wilburton. Stating there 
are 132 members of the CLT is misleading in terms of support for a particular scheme unless their 
opinion on that scheme has been requested. 

Many SWCLT members have submitted letters of objection to the planning portal. Members are 
saying they have had no input to the process at all. Does that even constitute a sound CLT given 
their legal definition - one of being democratically run by their members who should be involved in 
key decisions throughout the process? 

To suggest “If you can’t afford to live here, tough luck. Clear off’ is insulting to many of us in this 
community who support the notion of a CLT development, just not this approach to CLT 
development. It shows the level to which “supporters” are prepared to stoop. 

Members of my family are working on the front line, in the NHS, and I shall continue to support 
them. Maybe his beloved Tory party should be supporting the NHS with more than clapping? 

My view is we should be providing more affordable housing locally tied to local wages, not high 
market prices - without the majority expensive open market housing for commuters. 


The planning policy states an “element of open market housing” may be allowed, not the vast 
majority. But would that provide much need funding to ECDC via their trading company to cover 
massive future funding shortfalls? Probably not. 

As one SWCLT trustee stated at the Feb 2019 event, “this is a golden opportunity for an authority”. 
He quickly changed what he said. 

STEVE GRIFFITHS 

There is a housing crisis in Britain - and East Cambs is no exception 

My main concern is that there is a housing crisis in Britain, and East Cambs is no exception. 

People find it difficult to get on the housing ladder, there is an increasingly number of households in 
the UK, and we need to find different ways to help them. 

When it comes to the development in Wilburton there seems to be two issues, the first is that it will 
spoil the nature of Wilburton, the second is that the development will not provide truly affordable 
housing. 

I don’t agree with the first point, Wilburton is a small village, it has a lack of facilities, and traffic 
issues. 

I hope that if there are more houses in the village, we may get more facilities, and all the traffic will 
be spending money and supporting the village, rather than just travelling through it at significantly 
over the speed limit. 

There are a lack of homes for young people growing up in this and nearby villages. 

There is plenty of space in Wilburton, if we don’t use it, where are they meant to build houses? 

It doesn’t always feel very welcoming to “newcomers” and this does feel more like villages closing 
its doors to outsiders. 

I disagree with the assertion from the protest group that this is “threat to the character and setting of 
the village”, every village has to evolve and grow. 

The defining characteristic of Wilburton is traffic. 

The new houses won’t lead to a huge increase in traffic levels, and may lead to things like more 
traffic calming measures, and over time a better business case for improved school facilities, more 
shops in the village etc. 
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In terms of the concerns about the whether this will deliver truly affordable housing, there is 
probably a genuine concern. 

This is clearly an attempt to try to provide housing. 

I do have questions and concerns about the allocation process for these houses, but doing something 
has to be better than doing nothing. 

There are also accusations of croneyism which are not without foundation. 

This is a good idea that has been executed very badly. 

Thank you for maintaining my confidentiality. 

If you ever run a story about speeding vehicles in lockdown, you should also pop over to Wilburton, 
to most residents it is a far bigger concern it’s just dangerous at moment. 

NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED 


View from local parish councillor 

I am writing to you as one of the Wilburton Parish Councillors who resigned (as mentioned in your 
column) as a result of personal abuse on social media and elsewhere which was organised by the 
‘Save Wilburton from Over Development’ group. 

At least three councillors have resigned because of their campaign, including the two most recent 
chairmen. 

I am in favour of the development, and I have absolutely no issue with any opposition to my views, 
and I fully accept in democratic society others may be against it. 

What I find harder to accept is personal attacks aimed at those you don’t agree with, which flies in 
the face of democratic debate. 

Iam also concerned that such attacks from a very small but very well organised and committed 
group may dissuade other people from expressing their views. 

The reality is that having orchestrated as much support as they possibly could, the group managed to 
persuade 145 individuals in a population of 1,013 to support them. 


That is 14 per cent, which they are portraying as ‘emphatically overwhelming opposition’. 

I am unsure how they believe they can describe 14 per cent as ‘overwhelming opposition’. 

Their campaign has contained a significant number of opinions, which they are absolutely entitled 
to, but they have portrayed their opinions as factual evidence. One might interpret this as ‘fake 
news’. 

It might be of interest to note that one of the organisers of the campaign, who describes himself as a 
“professional academic’ has actually had papers published on fake news and the way societies can 
be manipulated. 

To quote one of his papers: ‘the partial displacement of one-to-many media platforms, like the BBC, 
by many-to-many social media platforms seem to have rendered it easier for very small groups to 
foster extremism’ . I think he is right. 

I am not suggesting that the work of the Save Wilburton group is being carried out to demonstrate 
the truth in this theory, however it is a point of interest. 

KEVIN HENNESSY 


Our community is suffering because of this scheme 

I am writing to you in regard to the article published in last week’s Ely Standard (dated May 7) 
about the new development in Wilburton, and the SWCLT. 

I was born and brought up in the village and have lived 56 of my 61 years here. 

I think you could call me a ‘local’ and I very much welcome newcomers to the village. 

Our community is as wonderful as it is because of the new people who have moved into Wilburton. 
I was a fan of the Community Land Trust when it was first set up. 

I was very excited about the proposed development in Stretham with its added benefits for the 
village like the new doctor’s surgery and other promised amenities which would be good for the 
villagers. 

Our youngest child was wanting to buy a house so this opportunity of an affordable home for him 
and his partner was wonderful. His partner got a job in Wilburton and together they went to look at 
a property in the Stretham CLT development and they loved it. 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from — www.mikepetty.org.uk 


Stretham from 2000: the Digital Age by Mike Petty 


But then they tried to buy it, finding out very quickly that it was not affordable at all. With two 
bedroomed, so called affordable homes costing £250,000, the costs of purchasing an 80 per cent 
share along with rents for the remainder and a service charge were prohibitive, and beyond the 
means of many local people on local wages. 

In the event they looked at market homes in the area and are now happily in their own home just a 
few miles away in Littleport, purchased (100 per cent not 80 per cent) for £180,000 - £70.000 
cheaper than the “opportunity” in Stretham. 

As for the doctor’s surgery, this has still to materialise at all. I understand there are now houses on 
the allocated site? 

Since 2002 there have been two attempts to build towns on our doorstep so excuse us if we are a bit 
wary. 

Apart from the Camp’s Field plans there are other smaller developments and infill plans for 
Wilburton which have or will provide around 80 extra houses in the Village, including some 
affordable homes. For the most part these extra homes within the village envelope. 

Do we really need another 115 houses on top of these more sensibly placed developments? 

NO, we really don’t. 

e The area that the Camps Field site site is on, isn’t in the village envelope so it’s not going to be 
‘in’ the village. 

e This area could easily be enlarged to take up a huge area starting at this point. Sorry I don’t trust 
them. 

e The one entrance proposed is very narrow for the number of proposed houses (and only one 
entrance?) 

e Why, if this development is primarily about giving local people affordable houses, is it planned to 
provide the absolute minimum number required by any development. That doesn’t make much 
sense to me. 

e Apparently, the planners have done their research and only 22 per cent (think that was what was 
stated) will be actually going to work down Twenty Pence Road (that’s a relief then - sorry I sound 
a little sarcastic!) 


We live at West End and the traffic is usually static in the mornings, a result of heavy traffic 
numbers travelling from the direction of Haddenham and because traffic coming from the A10 has 
priority turning into Twentypence road. 

There are literally 100’s of new homes being planned in the surrounding villages which will only 
make this worse. 

e | personally have great respect for the Save Wilburton from Over Development Group (which is 
far far more than just three people. The group has done so much work looking into this whole 
scheme and reporting back to the community. They have been transparent and have reported back 
(with evidence) what they have found. 

e Contrary to the suggestions made by Mr Roberts, I can say that as an avid follower of the Save 
Wilburton social media pages I have never seen any postings which might be construed as abusive 
to anyone. 

e As this scheme was moving quite fast my husband and I wanted to find out more about it. 

So when an offer was made to join the SWCLT we jumped at the offer as we thought as last we 
would find out what was going on apart from the few occasions there were ‘sales pitches’ at the 
village hall. 

We filled the form and posted it with our money. A long time later we finally got our certificate 
saying we’d been accepted (some were refused I believe). 

Then we waited for news...... and waited...... and waited, nothing. 

I understand that the SWCLT are of the opinion that their obligations to consult with their 
membership have been satisfied by the issue of leaflets to the wider community! 

Then, very recently, we both received an email saying we could watch the virtual SWCLT AGM 
meeting on May 20. The cynical side of me wonders if they have been pressurised into this as I 
know others have complained about the lack of communication? 
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It stated in your article that there are “132 local members who support their aims”. In actual fact, 
supporting the aims of the SWCLT is a condition of membership so the statement is hardly 
surprising. 

But supporting the aims does not mean supporting everything that the SWCLT says or does and as 
far as Camps Field is concerned my husband and I are two who certainly don’t. And we haven’t 
been asked. 

Also, your article states “73 eligible local families who have expressed an interest in an affordable 
home” well I know of just two people who have looked into it. 

It seems unlikely that there are so many but then perhaps my son and partner are still on the list. 
Your article also states “the scheme was initiated by, and is being led by, a “legitimate local 
community group” and has general community support, with evidence of meaningful public 
engagement”. But where is this evidence? 

e I did attend a parish council meeting when the village survey results were presented. It was 
unfortunate that the meeting was arranged for when only three councillors could attend. 

And it was disappointing that the PC chose to take the survey results personally instead of grasping 
the clear message that the results conveyed. In the event the Parish Council did nothing, and still 
hasn’t. 

I was also quite shocked to discover that members of the parish council who are also SWCLT 
trustees are allowed to vote on the issue of whether the parish council should endorse this proposal 
or not. 

Conflict of interest or what! On a personal note I was very pleased to discover that the survey 
results showed that those who took part in the survey were heavily against the idea of the scheme. 
I was also pleased to see that those who were obviously very anti the scheme were most respectful 
and not unpleasant during this meeting. 

Wasn’t too impressed when the item was finished and I got up to leave that I was heckled from a 
member of the council. 

I feel this community is suffering because of this scheme. I am not at all surprised that the 
wonderful community spirit is being torn asunder with all this going on. 

At least with the two previous huge developments it was us against the planners whereas the Camps 
Field plans appears to be led by those in authority over us in the village. 

No wonder the whole village is in such distress. 

SUE GREENE 


Scheme is a ‘fantastic idea’ 


Iam writing to express my support for the CLT project in Wilburton. I currently live in a CLT 
property in Stretham and have done for nearly three years. 

The scheme is a fantastic idea to ensure local people are provided with affordable housing in a 
village they have a strong connection with. 

It has meant that my partner, three-year-old daughter and I can live in the village I grew up, and in 
which several family members also live. 

The architecture and design of the properties is rather unique and not comparable with the typical 
bland housing estates you see these days, in which properties all look very much alike. 

I feel this adds much more character to the village. From what I have seen of the plans for 
Wilburton, I feel the facilities that are looking to be provided would be an excellent addition to a 
village that at present doesn’t have a great deal. 

It would only add value to the residents of Wilburton and surrounding areas. 

ROB AVESTON 


Four-bed CLT property would ‘change our lives’ 

I am writing in support for CLT at Wilburton on behalf of myself and my family (myself, husband 
and four children). 

We currently live in Littleport. I was born and raised in Haddenham, my husband Stretham. 
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We have been in Littleport for 17 years living in a mortgaged property, but cannot afford to buy or 
rent in Stretham or Wilburton due to high property prices compared to Littleport and average 
earning wages. 

Our children are at Stretham Primary School, my husband works for the family business in Stretham 
and our boys play for Stretham Sporting. 

My husband’s parents, grandmother, brother and uncle live in Stretham. My family Wilburton and 
my father Haddenham. 

Iam a trainee nurse, and very much depend on family for childcare and support. They very much 
help raise our family. 

If a CLT property (we are seeking a four-bed property) comes available in Wilburton, it would 
change our lives. 

There were no four-beds with CLT at Stretham, so if Wilburton CLT cater for larger families it 
would be life changing for us as a family. 

We are constantly up and down the A10 back and forth from school and after school activities and 
spend many hours in the car. 

Both sets of parents are aging and need our support more and more. My father at Haddenham is 
very frail and lives alone and I often get calls to support him. 

I hope you acknowledge our want and need to get to Wilburton. 

NICOLA YARDY 


“Wonderful idea’ to build more affordable housing 

How are you? Just to let you know I am in complete support of the housing plans for Camp Field, 
Wilburton. 

While on a trip to Ibiza I got knocked down one night by a hit and run driver leaving me paralysed 
and unable to ever walk, talk or use my right arm again. 

So I think it is a WONDERFUL idea to build more affordable housing. 

My wife lives in Stretham but she cannot house me because of my disabilities. I live in a very small, 
separate bungalow some 40 minutes away and neither of us can drive, so a modified home in the 
next village or even Stretham itself would be perfect. 

DATHAN MONTGOMERY 


Returning home would be ‘unachievable’ without this scheme 
I saw your appeal on Twitter about the Wilburton community land trust applications, and I wanted 
to voice my opinion. I am currently a tenant in one of the SWCLT houses in Stretham. 


I was extremely fortunate to be offered this property, because despite the fact that I am a young 
working professional (veterinary nurse) who has always lived and worked in the local area, I was 
unable to afford a property within the area due to high prices and lack of housing suitable to a single 
person wage. 

I look forward to the development in Wilburton. For me, personally, it will mean that I have the 
opportunity to return and live in the village which I was born and grew up in. 

My elderly parents still live there and being close to them and in the village which I consider my 
home would be unachievable without such a scheme. 

I know several people (such as my neighbour who is also a Wilburton local) that would benefit 
greatly from this. 

KITT HUNT 


‘Huge asset’ to the village 

We were offered a rental property within the Stretham development at the end of last year. 

This has been extremely beneficial for us, as a family, as we have finally been able to gain 
independence again. Previous to that, we were living with my parents. 

It was vital for us to remain in, or near, Wilburton where we have always lived. However, private 
renting was not feasible because of the extortionate prices (even with two consistent wages). 
Staying local means that both my partner and I can continue with our current jobs, without 
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additional commuting, as well vital childcare arrangements that have been in place (with my 
parents). 

The children can continue consistent relationships with friends in the villages - rather than having to 
relocate which was looking like the only option! 

Our network has extended since moving to Stretham and we have a greater network of friends. 

I honestly believe that if we had gone into private renting, we perhaps would not be able to build 
this network as there are few areas developed in a such a way - integrating residents. 

There is definitely a community feel within the development (and not just with the CLT occupants). 
I think Camps Field in Wilburton would be a huge asset to the village. The additional play areas 
would be beneficial for the children of the surrounding areas and the housing would be positive for 
residents with current applications that are unable to private rent or get on the housing ladder 
without assistance. 

I have always been in support of the CLT and the benefits the properties bring to the villages and 
it’s residence. 

NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED 


Being able to set up base in a place I already call home is perfect 

I’m emailing to express my strong support for the development of more affordable home for local 
residents in the Stretham and Wilburton area. 

Being a resident of Stretham for 22 years after being posted here when my father was in the British 
Army, and now being in the Royal Navy myself, wanting to stay in the area is not possible 
financially due to soaring house prices in the area. 

So having these opportunities that the SWCLT offer is perfect for me and my partner to set up base 
in a place that I already call home - just not my own, yet! 

SAM BENZIE 


Why are CLTs going wrong? 

If you live in East Cambs, you will know there is growing concern around the CLTs in Wilburton 
and Kennett. 

From initial investigation I think we have a problem, but it’s a complex story and this article is the 
first part of what I expect to be a long and difficult dialogue. 

First, some background. Community Land Trusts (CLTs) exist to help local people lead, define and 
manage human-scale developments that are genuinely wanted by the community. 

They are often gifted or offered land at very low cost, and are an antidote to big, impersonal, 
commercial developments. It’s a great idea. I support it. 

Yet there is growing opposition here, so I decided to take a closer look. 


I analysed the concept as for any system, process or organisation: by first identifying the 
weaknesses. 

I think CLTs, as they operate in our district, have three built-in weaknesses. See what you think. 
First, CLTs are NOT regulated. They are part of a network, and they are registered with the FCA 
but they are NOT, repeat NOT regulated. Who says? The FCA, that’s who. 

And if no-one regulates you, then you cannot be held accountable against clear rules. So what kind 
of rules should govern CLTs? 

We might want to start with the distinct but similar UK Government Community Right to Build 
approach, which... “enables the community to design, plan and build a small-scale development of 
community facilities or housing. 

“The development cannot increase the size of the community by more than 10% over a 10-year 
period.” 

It also states that proposals must “have the agreement of more than 50% of local people that vote 
through a community referendum”. 

With this, everyone knows where they stand. Not the same with our CLTs. At Kennett, the proposal 
is for over 300% growth. 

At Wilburton an initial 20%, with other plans likely to take it to 30%. As for community support, 
Kennett residents wrote 165 objection letters, against only 75 for. 
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At Wilburton, no-one knows what support there is, because it has not been properly measured. 
Second, CLTs have the power to create wealth. They can sponsor developments outside the existing 
planning envelope, which means land chosen for the development can significantly increase in 
value. No problem if the land is gifted to the CLT. If it’s sold for commercial value, however, well, 
do you see the problem? I sincerely hope so. 

Third, there is a conflict of interest in planning policy. In our area, CLT-led development is at the 
heart of housing strategy, while the council’s finances depend on it, so planning refusal is, shall we 
say, unlikely? 

At Kennett, the development was actually included in the original Combined Authority Devolution 
Deal and a council-owned company is lead developer. Why? 

At Wilburton, the former leader of ECDC personally helped drive through the project while he was 
council leader. Why? 

In our district, the same people are involved at every level: the people driving the projects are the 
people in charge of the council which grants planning permission and depends on the profits, and 
also in charge of the Combined Authority, which lends the money to finance the CLT-led projects. 
This is banana republic territory. 

I make no accusations against any institution or individual. I just point out that the in-built 
weaknesses of this system make it possible for abuse to occur. 

I prefer systems that are designed to eliminate abuse. At East Cambs, the administration has bet a lot 
on CLT-led development, which may explain why Charles Roberts tried to intimidate Wilburton 
opponents by threatening to sue them. 

A bizarre twist in a very strange tale. What is happening here? Answer: don’t know, but I think we 
need to find out. 

SIMON HARRIES 


I support the development 

Ican only speak from a rental perspective and would say I would support a development that 
provided affordable rental properties for local people. 

JENNIFER KIDD 


2020 05 28 ES 


Letter was ‘full of inaccuracy and misinformation’. 

I must respond to the extraordinary rant by Steve Griffiths in last week’s Ely Standard. After finally 
reaching the end of this meandering correspondence, what are we left with? Convoluted, inaccurate 
claims which seek to discredit me and the SWCLT and smokescreen the real issues. So let’s get 
real. If there’s any common ground here, it is that Mr Griffiths would appear to agree that we need 
more affordable housing in Wilburton, that Community Land Trusts are a good thing and that the 
SWCLT homes at Camp’s Field will benefit people. The SWCLT has worked on this basis too. 
Trustees have investigated, engaged, negotiated, number-crunched and fine-tuned a plan that will 
deliver 35 community-owned affordable homes, with no public subsidy, to support local people 
with places to live now and for future generations. Homes that otherwise would not be delivered. 
But Mr Griffiths, apparently fully cognisant of the issues of the housing crisis, doesn’t want them. 
He thinks there are better solutions out there. But where is this magic housing tree, this 
serendipitous happening that will deliver something greater? And how long should the community 
wait for it? Five, ten, fifteen years? 

Opposition to this scheme is fine. But it is quite another thing for Mr Griffiths to pontificate on 
fairytale affordable housing scenarios, presenting them as realistic, when in fact they exist only in 
his head. If there are deliverable ways to create more affordable homes, tied to local need, I am all 
ears. Would any prospective local landowners, benefactors or volunteers please stand up. And so 
back to reality. Manor Farm has delivered 19 affordable homes, soon to be 23, for local people, 
creating £6 million in property assets and a further £12,500 per month in rent, all legally tied to 
benefit the community. It’s working now, and it can work again at Camp’s Field. Mr Griffiths is 
tying himself in knots about the affordability of our CLT homes. Better to talk about this in terms 
people can understand. Will these CLT homes provide a nurse, a teacher, a health worker, a 
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tradesman or delivery driver a place to live they can afford? Yes. The facts speak for themselves; 
we have three NHS workers, and people with jobs of the kinds listed above, living in Manor Farm 
CLT homes right now, who might otherwise have been forced to move away. He claims to have 
explored in depth the National CLT Network. Then he would know that our Manor Farm 
development was visited by the Network in 2018 as part of their ‘Seeing is Believing’ initiative. 
Manor Farm was described as an exemplar for ‘Working in Partnership’ and the visit allowed other 
CLTs to learn directly from its successes so far. We have hosted other visits from local authorities, a 
Government housing minister, and even from overseas, including from Australia, to see the award- 
winning work we have already done. We must be doing something right if Homes England was 
prepared to support this scheme with a grant of £342,505 to cover development costs — money 
which will be reflected in the improved affordability of the homes. And let’s not dismiss the 
benefits of new open market houses too. Not only are they paying for the affordable housing, they 
also provide much-needed new homes. They are also tomorrow’s friends and neighbours and may 
provide the energy behind future community endeavours. 

We have engaged, we have held exhibits and the community has helped shape these plans. This will 
be a high quality development with a focus on green space and amenities that the whole village can 
enjoy. People do support what the SWCLT is doing and last week’s letters page was testament to 
that fact. If ’m passionate in defending the SWCLT it is because I know what is at stake here. 
Local, often young people, are being failed by the housing system and forced out of the place they 
call home through no fault of their own. By all means oppose Camp’s Field, but to do so via red 
herrings, nonsensical politicising, attacks and conjecture, and under the pretence that better 
solutions are out there, is to expose Mr Griffiths’ motive for what it is — a concerted attempt to 
torpedo these CLT homes by any means. CHARLES ROBERTS, chairman of Stretham and 
Wilburton Community Land Trust 


2020 06 PC 
There were no Council meetings until July 2020 due to the Coronavirus Epidemic 


2020 07 07 Parish Council Minutes 

The Council resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd March 2020 are 
now an accurate record. This is Proposed by Councillor Speed and seconded by Councillor Wright. 
19/208 To discuss the Annual General Meeting and agree if officers should stay in place until 2021 
(including Sub — Committees) 

Councillor Wrights said she would like to hold one as not all Councillors were given the option in 
the first place to hold an Annual meeting, Councillor Saunt agreed. 

Councillor Roberts proposed that there should not be an annual meeting and that all officers should 
stay in place until 2021. Councillor Roberts stated that we having been living in exceptional times 
and that business has carried on very well. This was seconded by Councillor Murfitt. The Council 
voted on this proposal with 6 Councillors voting for this and 4 against. Therefore, all officers will 


stay in place until 2021. 
19/209 To approve payments made during lock down 
April Payments 


S Thompson Wages and expenses £724.80 
K Bolderson Wages £559.52 
May 2020 
S Thompson Wages £626.33 
K Bolderson Wages £562.78 
June 2020 
K Bolderson Wages £561.15 
S Thompson Wages £449.86 
19/208 To discuss the Annual General Meeting and agree if officers should stay in place until 2021 
(including Sub — Committees) 
Councillor Wrights said she would like to hold one as not all Councillors were given the option in 
the first place to hold an Annual meeting, Councillor Saunt agreed. 
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Councillor Roberts proposed that there should not be an annual meeting and that all officers should 
stay in place until 2021. Councillor Roberts stated that we having been living in exceptional times 
and that business has carried on very well. This was seconded by Councillor Murfitt. The Council 
voted on this proposal with 6 Councillors voting for this and 4 against. Therefore, all officers will 
stay in place until 2021. 

19/210 To Review and approve the internal audit documents for year end 

The Clerk read out the internal audit document and highlighted the points that were raised. It was 
proposed by Councillor Roberts that all points had been noted and the Clerk and RFO to make these 
right. This was seconded by Councillor Nuttall, with the whole Council in agreement. 

19/211 LHI Bid Update 

The Clerk informed the Council that the bid had been submitted but would not hear anything until 
September. 

19/215 To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

Taking last 4 houses over, which are 1 bed bungalows. 2 out of the 4 have been allocated. Funding 
is now a lot lower than first indicated. Planning for phase 4 is now going in, however this does not 
include the Doctors surgery, due to the NHS being at a stand still at present with the recent 
pandemic. But the land is still allocated for it. 

Councillor Roberts informed Council that the pre — consultation for the A10 upgrade is now out for 
comment. There are some routes that are not suitable for the Village. Anything to the East of the 
Village would not be good. Councillor Roberts and Councillor Wright to form a response to this and 
the Clerk to submit on behalf of the Council. The Whole Council was in agreement with this. 
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19/225 To receive an update from County and District Councillor Bill Hunt 

Iam currently pushing to get road improvements on the A1123 between the takeaway and Manor 
Farm 

19/227 Newsletter update 

No update was given 


At this point in the meeting Councillor Parish (Chair) informed members of the public that the 
meeting would now close and the next two items would be discussed confidentially. Councillor 
Parish asked if members were happy for this to happen, it was proposed by Councillor Wright, 
Seconded by Councillor Nuttall, with the whole Council in agreement to close the meeting to the 
public. 


19/228 
19/229 
Minutes not published 


19/232 To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

4 bungalows to come over in September, the surgery is now making progress slowly again. Phase 4 
planning has been sent in, Councillors were reminded that the planning application was a 3-way 
application, with Laragh Homes, SWCLT and Stretham Parish Council. Council confirmed role as 
joint applicant giving security and certainty, as party to the 106 agreement. 


19/233 Finance - To authorise payments from SPC accounts and to note receipt of income 
C Roberts Legal fees in relation to Parish Council business £10,543.13 

Ashton Legal Legal fees £83.572.10 

L Shearing Newsletter £737.00 

Wages £554.66 

Furniture at work Fire Proof Cabinet £1,076.16 

All funds were moved from the Cil account to our current bank account on the 03/08/2020 
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19/234 To receive Correspondence 

An email was received informing Councillors of the mess left on the recreation ground by the 
Football team, the Clerk to ask them to ensure all rubbish is collected after matches. 

An email was received asking if the football pitch could be used for a pre — season Football match, 
the Council agreed that it could be used and a one-off fee of £50 would be charged. 

19/236 Items for discussion at the next Parish Council meeting 

The Proposed Village Centre 

To receive costs for mobile speed cameras 

19/237 To receive Councillor Questions 

The Footpath along the river between Gravel Farm and the Fish and Duck Marina (far side from 
Stretham) is almost impassable due to nettles and thistles as it has not been cut this year. Can it be 
cleared and if so, who’s responsibility is it? Councillor Roberts informed the Council that it was 
Shropshire’ responsibility to do this. 

Councillor Saunt had been asked to raise the issue of the adverts and information in the Village 
Newsletter in the August addition. Why has the Youth Club a full-page advert when information 
regarding the Councils committees has been squeezed into less than half a page and is difficult to 
read. Surely it is more important than an advert. Does the Council not wish residents to know who 
does what? It was suggested that the font that was used for the Councils committees was wrong, but 
also that all adverts should be in landscape form. 

Could it be put into the front cover of each Newsletter the contact details for each Council member 
and the names of the Sub — Committees Chairs? The Council decided that the information that is 
currently on the Website could be added to the Newsletter. 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm 


2020 08 06 

County Communities and Partnership Committee Agenda Document Pack, 2020 

1. BACKGROUND 

1.1 The Cambridgeshire Communities Capital Fund was launched on Ist April 2020, and sets aside 
up to £5m to help support community projects across the county. The fund is also to support 
community led projects to improve health, wellbeing, social and economic opportunities in our 
communities. 

1.2 The fund may contribute up to £0.5m capital funding for community-based projects which can 
address issues which a specific priority for the local community, address inequality of access to 
services or activities, and implement community involvement in delivery or design of the project. 
1.3 At its meeting of 12 March 2020, the Committee agreed the following eligibility criteria: 

i. Funding will be awarded for eligible capital spend only, and must demonstrate how the purpose of 
the Fund, will be met 

ii. Bids must be able to demonstrate additionality, including, for example, how communities will be 
improved or enhanced by capital investment in their community 

iii. Bids will be encouraged for projects which fill gaps or where there is an under-representation in 
council presence or access to public services or other activities within communities, where there is 
an evidenced need, or known or emerging demand for service. For example, we want to ensure that 
our rural communities have the same opportunities to engage with services or activities as all other 
communities 

iv. No bids will be successful without some level of match funding. Capital funding from the Fund 
should be awarded only where all other sources of funding have been exhausted, or where council 
funding would provide match funding alongside other sources of funding. Match funding may be 
intended rather than secured at application stage, and may include non-cash match funding (e.g. in- 
kind contributions, land transfer etc.) 

v. Funding will not be awarded for repairs and maintenance on assets that haven’t been subject 
previously to a regular repairs and maintenance regime. Even then, not all repairs and maintenance 
would be eligible to be funded through capital budgets, and so proposals that include this would 
need to be considered on their own merits 

vi. Proposals for capital projects with a potential impact on carbon emissions will need to 
demonstrate how these will be minimised 
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vii. Funding will be awarded using the most appropriate financial model — for example, this may be 
in the form of a non-repayable grant, a loan to be repaid at agreed terms, or an equity-type 
investment in an organisation with a recurring return on that investment. All funding arrangements 
would need to comply with existing County Council policies, including for example the existing 
third party loans policy, which has specific requirements around security, interest rate, setup fees, 
and guarantees 
viii. Funding will be awarded only where there is a guarantee of no revenue implications for the 
County Council (aside from debt charges as a result of borrowing), except where an evidenced case 
can be made demonstrating how, in turn, an increased short-term revenue cost will lead to more 
substantial savings later 
ix. State Aid considerations will form part of the overall application and review process. 

x. Applications will need to be endorsed by, and submitted via, either the local County Councillor, 
or the County Council’s Community Champion for the area 

2. MAIN ISSUES 

2.1 During June and July 2020, four member panels were convened to consider projects. The Panels 
considered how the projects met the funding criterion and recommended that the following are 
approved for funding: 

The village hall helps to impact on skills, loneliness and obesity, as well as wider health and 
wellbeing outcomes. 

In addition to the extra meeting space, the project will also provide a separate bar/lounge area that 
sports users can enjoy alongside community bookings such as weddings, christenings and patties. 


2.4 Stretham Parish Council - £500,000. The existing parish rooms are outdated, in poor repair and 
unable to meet the needs of the community. The building was last refurbished in the 1960’s and is 
unable to be extended further. In consultation with the local community, there is demand for a 
community space from which increased community events and activities can take place. The parish 
council in response has developed this project to build a new community hub. Stretham has a higher 
than average older population, many of whom have limited mobility and therefore find it difficult to 
access services and activities outside of the village. By providing a new community hub in the 
village, it will increase the opportunities for all residents, but particularly for more vulnerable 
residents. Match funding of £1m will be provided from the parish council. 


Stretham Parish Council application for Village Centre funding, 2020 

[I am unsure when this application was submitted, perhaps June 2020] 

Funding 

The capital costs related to the building are estimated to be £1.5m in total. See Appendix 3 for 
detailed cost breakdown. We are requesting £500,000 from the Communities Capital Fund. The 
remaining £1m will be provided from other sources. 

See Appendix 3 for detailed breakdown of funding sources. 


Criterion 1 Criterion 1 — Are there key issues within the community that this project will address? 
For 

example, loneliness, isolation, poor adult skills, obesity etc. 

What data/evidence do you have to support this? You may wish to use 
www.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk, provide details of community surveys or any other 
information. 


Evidence of community need. 

In March 2016 the Parish Council asked residents of Stretham to complete a survey in order to gain 
feedback and ideas on how to improve the facilities and resources available at the Parish Rooms and 
to make the Parish Rooms a more attractive venue for the Community. 

It was clear from the responses to the survey that the Parish Rooms are not fit for purpose as many 
barriers to use were identified. Therefore it has been identified that a new community building is the 
way forward in providing a beneficial useful resource That will have a positive impact on our 
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developing and growing community, which could be used by many existing and new community 
groups and providing a focal point within our expanding village for events of all kinds. 

In March 2018 a second village wide survey took place in order to give the Council useful feedback 
from the community on potential uses of the new Community building and what the benefits of 
having a community space will be to the village. The feedback was vital to the Council as it was 
used to form a view about the design and potential uses of a community facility and would help 
inform the next stage of the decisionmaking process. The age range that took part in the survey was 
7 — over 90 years. The project was put on hold due to lack of available funding. 

Issues the community identified with the existing village hall include: 

. Has no car park 

. Needs new roof 

. Poor facilities 

Access 

. Size of hall 

. Outdated facility 

. Not child friendly 

. No outdoor room 

. Dull 

10. Drab and dark 

11. Needs handrail on the path 

There is no possibility of improving our existing village hall that was built in the 1870’s and 
modernised in the 1960’s due to: 

Not being able to provide a car park - there is no room for one. 

Not able to increase the size of the hall - there is no room for expansion. 

Needing to replace the asbestos roof — expensive. 


CONDNARWNHE 


This is the wish list from the community before the community facility is a possible reality, or 
with any professional input. 

Just this week (25-May-20) the lady who is leading the scrub and mask making project in 

the village in response to the Covid 19 crises, stated that if there was a sewing group in the 
village it would be very popular with all ages — this would make a great intergenerational 
project. A project that could easily happen if we had the Village Centre. 

Existing and potential groups and organisations who would use the building are: 

e Cubs, scouts, beavers 

e Women’s Institute 

e Village drama group 

e SOS singers (over 60’s singing group) 

e Young @heart (over 60s social group) 

e Mum and Toddler groups 

e Sewing group 

e Men’s Shed group 

e Mothers Union 

Village speed watch group. 

e Yoga classes 

e Dancing classes 

e Parish Council meetings — full council and sub committees 

e Public meetings 

e Poll station for elections 

e Information/advice drop-in sessions 

e Indoor bowling 

community appeal and use 

As well as developing community led projects we would expand our existing community led 
projects that aim to develop a sustainable ‘cultural’ model of where community members mental 
health promotion stems from community and organisational participation that values, enables and 
links up social inclusion, informal and formal learning. 
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The community themselves will be encouraged to be involved in the creation of projects, which 
they would be empowered to set up and run. This will foster a sense of pride, achievement and 
belonging. As well as increasing the opportunity for volunteering in the village. 

Frequent community use throughout the year 

The village centre would be set up so that it can be used 7 days a week, 52 weeks of the year. The 
Social Club side of the building and the community café would also be open to residents every day. 
The building will be a hive of activity with people coming and going to activities meeting friends at 
the Social Club or community café or just popping in to look at the notice boards. Grab a leaflet or 
just to relax in the well thought out communal areas in the grounds of the centre. Where dog 
walkers can also relax 


Criterion 2 — How will the project address inequality of access to services or activities? Is there a 
lack of similar facilities/services within your area? 


Evidence of how the lack of current facilities impacts the community 

Having to travel outside the village for family celebrations and get togethers. 

e Lack of communal space to meet up. 

Cambridgeshire Insight shows higher than average numbers of older residents in the 50 — 75 range 
and those with limited mobility - as Stretham is a rural village with poor transport links, having to 
travel outside of the village for services, help and advice is a big issue for the elderly and those 
without transport. 

No way of combating loneliness or isolation as there is no facilities or resources to offer solutions in 
the village. 

The population of 2,003 (2018 figures from Cambridgeshire Insight) is growing quickly with the 
recent addition of the housing at Manor Farm, yet the village facilities are not improving at as 
mentioned are increasingly unsuitable as a Village Hall. 

How the community locally will benefit from having the project 

Feedback from the surveys that took place tell us that the residents feel that they will have the 
following benefits from having a village centre: 

e Promotes community 

e Gives Opportunities to get together both old and new community members 

e Useful to have a room in the village you can hire 

e Strengthens community 

e Provides an opportunity for residents to meet, bond and build relationships 

e Provides a resource to encourage activities 

e Very important to have a focal point for meetings in the centre of the village 

e Being able to do things closer to home 

e Having a reasonably priced venue for residents to access 

e Hub of the village 


Criterion 3 — How will the project incorporate local community involvement in its design and 
implementation (including formal groups such as parish councils)? 


The Parish Council is made up of elected residents some of whom having roots going back in the 
village for many generations. There are also councillors who are new to the village, this will enable 
a balanced approach by all to the project. 

Working with SWCLT (Stretham and Wilburton 

Community Land Trust — See more in Appendix 4), whose approach knits in well with the ethos 

of the village centre model, as the SWCLT is a community led housing organisation, the village 
centre will be a community led social empowerment and enablement project. 

We strongly believe that our proposal fits well with the Think Communities approach of building 
and strengthening a resilient community and the new Village Centre provides a place where people 
can feel safe, healthy, connected and able to help themselves and each other. 
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The Village Centre project will reinforce the relationship between the Parish Council, the SWCLT 
and Stretham Village and act as a focal point for village activity. 

Evidence of working with the local community to deliver the project 

It is planned that a third consultation process would take place if this application is successful. 

This consultation process would include: 

1. Consultation with all village groups and organisations including the pupils at the primary school 
and attendees to the youth centre. 

2. A planning for real exercise at the annual village Feast Fayre where over 2,000 attendees (mostly 
village residents) will have a say in the design of the building and the landscaping. There will also 
be an opportunity to put ideas forward for activities that could take place in the centre, which 
residents will be empowered to run. With support if needed, following our sustainable “cultural” 
model. 

3. Strategies will be in to place to ensure it’s not just those who talk the loudest and most frequently 
that are heard in our consultation process. We will be inclusive, as a key purpose of this project is to 
reduce and prevent isolation and loneliness in the community. 

4. We will also use the Parish Council newsletter, that goes to all households in the village, to 
inform and update the community on the project and to constantly remind them of how they can 
communicate with the council their thoughts and wishes. 

5. If this project got the green light, very quickly the social club management committee would be 
formed from the local community who would start shaping the clubs identify and functions as well 
as fund raising for equipment to furnish the facility. Having the community involved from the start 
will empower the community, creating ownership and a robust, sustainable facility. 

6. The village drama group already have a management committee and so would also fund raise for 
any specialist equipment needed. 

7. A management committee for the village centre would be formed made up of representatives of 
all the user group so that their voices are the ones directing the development and running of the 
building. This will ensure the centre is run by the community for the community. 

8. An art heritage project before the build would-be run-in order to create a collection of artworks — 
could be photos or sculpture etc or a mixture. The theme will be “Together we are strong”. The 
artwork would bring all ages and cultures of Stretham together to work on pieces to decorate the 
newly built centre, that reflect past and potential times when the village has worked together (i.e. 
current Covid 19 crises). This project will promote and recognise resilience in the community and a 
sense of place, a place where the community belongs, as its theirs. 


Criterion 4: What level of match funding is being, or will be achieved (noting that external match 
or match via community action will score higher than match from other CCC sources)? 


In addition to the funding from this application, we will fund the building as follows : 

A loan from the Public Works Loan Board for £640,000. We currently have an existing loan from 
PWLB, (for the current Parish Rooms) but this is nearly paid down and would be paid off before 
completion of this project. 

We have identified other sources of grants from which we expect to receive a total of £100,000 
grants 

Due to the success of the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust in building houses in 
Stretham, the Parish Council has received more than £50,000 in funding from the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds that have already been received and are help in a reserve account 
specifically for this project. 

We intend to hold a number of local fundraising initiatives to raise at least £10,000 towards the cost 
of the building and have sufficient reserves to cover any shortfall in the local funding. 

The existing Parish Rooms which have been shown to be not fit for purpose will be sold during this 
process, with an expected net income of £200,000 


B. Stakeholders / Partners 
Are you working with other organisations to deliver the project? Please provide details 
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SWCLT as above and procurement of land needed. We have approached the SWCLT about the 
village centre project, They are very interested and have started investigating obtaining land near the 
site of the new village doctors surgery for the project. 

Youth Centre as an organisation can access the views and desires of the children and young people 
of the village to inform the management committee and Parish Council. 

Social Club — as above 

Community Café — a friends of the Community Café created to help with menus and form a body of 
volunteers to run the café 


C. Impact 
What difference to the community will this project make? How many people do you think will 
benefit as a result of the funding? 


Mental health services have historically developed around medical models of practice; typically 
involving referral of individuals that are thought to have mental health problems. For logistical 
reasons mental health services are unable to fully address the scale of need. Having a village centre 
that enables the community to run their own cultural projects that have been self-identified to 
address need will enhance the community’s ability to be resilient and self-educating. 

Having ownership of the project will enrich the community with a common goal promoting 
community cohesion by working together to create a positive outcome. 


D. Internal and External Factors 
What could have an impact on what you plan to do? 
What are the key risks and how will you overcome them? 


Impacts : 

e Lack of funding 

e Lack of community engagement 
Risks : See Risks and Mitigation below 


Key Risks and Mitigation 

Risk Mitigation 

Insufficient Funding 

The project cannot proceed without the funding from the Community Capital Fund 

Initial Cost estimates 

Previous discussion with an Architect has given an indication of costs. Careful project control and 
early engagement with Architect and Quantity Surveyor will ensure costs are well understood 
Lack of community engagement 

Ensuring good communication on progress and opportunities will keep the community engaged. 
Having the cultural model in place will ensure a sense of ownership and belonging to the project 
from the start. 

Building Cost overruns 

A contingency amount is included within the building cost estimates. Careful project control will 
ensure we keep within budget. 

Inability to purchase suitable land 

A potential site has been located in conjunction with the SWCLT and is under consideration for the 
building location. The project cannot proceed without a suitable location 

Project Cashflow 

Milestone drawdowns from funding sources will ensure that funding is available at the right time for 
each phase of spending, keeping cashflow risks to a minimum. 


Appendix 1 : Requirements and Architect Brief for Stretham Village Centre 
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(Note for Context: This Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 were provided to an architect in order to 
receive initial advice on feasibility of the Village Centre and to provide an indication of costs for the 
project) 

Stretham Parish Council are considering building a new Village Centre within the village to replace 
the current Parish Rooms which are not considered fit for purpose. 

We have already consulted the village through three separate surveys and the following 
requirements and brief are derived from the responses to the survey and other planning meetings. 
Separately, we are progressing with development of a business case for the new building and 
considering funding options. 

To assist with the business case and the plans, we require an initial architect drawing sufficient for 
us to obtain cost estimates. At a later stage we will commission the engagement for the final 
architect drawing and oversight of the building project. 

Building Requirements 

Main Hall, able to seat up to 150 people. To have a raised Stage at one end (ideally removable when 
not required), suitable for drama and similar performances. Floor of main hall must be suitable for 
exercise or dance classes. 

e Smaller meeting room 

e Catering standard kitchen 

e Social Club room, with shared bar 

e Function room, sharing bar with the Social Club. Can be used in conjunction with main hall for 
large functions 

e Toilets. Suitable facilities, including disabled toilets. 

e Storage facilities (at least 2 separate areas, one for Council, one for other regular users of the 
storage. To include storage space for folding table & stacked chairs to be used for functions 

e Clerk office, room for 2 desks and storage space for the Parish files 

e Terrace / outdoor area attached to the main hall to allow events to spill out onto the terrace in good 
weather 

e Foyer area (near to the Clerk’s office) 

e Parking area for users coming by car 

e Boiler room / Cleaners’ closet 

e To have an eco-friendly / self-sustaining building which minimises operational running costs 

e A caretaker’s apartment, close to or attached to the Hall 

e An apartment suitable for letting out to visitors / tourists to generate income to cover costs of the 
Hall 

Options - Style 

We are considering a style that either: 

e Fits into a rural landscape; or 

e Is a clearly modern, iconic and distinctive building 

Deliverable results 

e An initial architect drawing sufficient for us to obtain cost estimates, in electronic form 

e A presentation of the drawing, concepts and ideas to the Council 


Appendix 2 : Sketch Drawing of Village Centre 
Appendix 3 : Financing details 


This section sets out the estimated total capital costs of the building, and the funding sources 
providing the capital for the construction, including the contribution requested under this 


application. 

Building Capital Costs Amount Description 

Land Purchase £ 100,000 Purchase/Consideration for land to site the building 
Building ground floor £ 960,000 Main hall, Community Centre, Social Club 
Building First Floor £ 240,000 Caretaker flat, flat to let 

Fitout £ 200,000 fixtures and fittings 


Total Costs £ 1,500,000 
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Funding Sources 
Public Works Loan £ 640,000 Loan from Public Works Loan Board 
Community Capital Fund £ 500,000 Grant from Community Capital Fund (this application) 


Grants & funding £ 100,000 Grants from other local sources 
CIL Funds £ 50,000 Available CIL funds held on account by Stretham Council 
Reserves & Local Fund raising 

£ 10,000 Funds from Council reserves and village fund-raising vents 
Sale of Parish Rooms £ 200,000 Sale of the existing Parish Rooms building 
Total Funding £ 1,500,000 


The funding would be required at set milestones as detailed below. These milestones and figures are 
subject to discussion with other funding sources such as the PWLB. 


Milestone Amount Purpose 
On signature £ 20,000 Architect fees, Planning Application, Legal fees 
Planning approval £ 50,000 Planning, Design, Deposits, Quantity Survey 


Land purchase Agreement 
£ 100,000 Land purchase 


Building Start £ 200,000 Building Phase 1 
Building Phase 1 Complete £ 130,000 Building Phase 2 
Total £ 500,000 


In addition to the capital cost estimates of the project, we have done a number of models of the 
income model for the Village Centre and estimate annual expenditure of approximately £85,000 per 
annum, covering Utilities, Maintenance, wages and PWLB repayments. This would be covered by 
net income contributions from the use of the rented flat, plus use of the facilities, including Social 
Club, Community Café, the Main Hall and the Meeting Rooms. 


Appendix 4 : Stretham Parish Council relationship with Stretham and Wilburton Community 
Land Trust 

The Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust (SWCLT) was setup in 2011 by the Stretham 
and Wilburton villages, making it Cambridgeshire’s first Community Land Trust. 

The aim of the SWCLT is to give the people who live or work in the villages more say over how to 
develop locally and in ways that could benefit the whole community. 

SWCLT has so far delivered 23 affordable homes in the Manor park development in Stretham and 
has recently submitted outline planning application for a 115 home development at Camp’s Field of 
which 35 are affordable homes. 

The Stretham Parish Council has been a strong supporter of SWCLT and has provided funds to 
SWCLT to cover costs of architect fees and planning as well as taking over ownership, management 
and insurance of open areas of the Manor Farm development such as the green spaces and play 
park. 

The buildings of the SWCLT have generated CIL funding for Stretham in excess of £50,000 which 
we will be putting towards the Village Centre project. 

In addition, we are working with the SWCLT to secure a suitable site for the Village Centre. 

The ongoing collaboration between the Stretham Parish Council and SWCLT clearly demonstrates 
how we work with, within and for the benefit of the local community and we strongly believe that 
our proposal fits well with the Think Communities approach of building and strengthening a 
resilient community. 

The Village Centre project will reinforce the relationship between the Parish Council, the SWCLT 
and Stretham Village and act as a focal point for village activity. 


More information on SWCLT is available at https://www.strethamwilburtonclt.co.uk/ 
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2020 08 08 Stretham Resident Facebook Group 

August 8 - 

Mike Petty — Stretham Residents 

Is this the time for us to spend £1-million on another Hall? 

According to the Ely Standard the County Council has granted Stretham £500,000 towards a new 
Community Hall with the Stretham Parish Council (us) putting in another £1-million 

Such a scheme was rejected by Stretham Parish Council as too expensive when it was last discussed 
more than a year ago. 

We are already paying towards a Doctor's Surgery and sponsoring a planning application for more 
homes spreading up to the cemetery. 

Can we - you - afford even more expense at this time? 

Comments 

Marina Wood 

I wonder how accessible it will be for everyone-what the plans are ? Have they even been published 
to view by the people 

Of Stretham? 

Mike Petty 

I don't know 

Mike Petty 

It is important to have the opportunity to comment on issues that affect us all. Sadly the 'Stretham 
Residents’ does not seem interested in posting comments on anything critical of Stretham Parish 
Council. Has anybody else found this - or is it just me that is being blocked? Mike Petty. 


Liv Connor 

Mike Petty they can only share what’s posted to them. And your posts have been shared many times 
so not sure what the issue is? 

Mike Petty 

Liv. My posts to this site have not been shared. Is it just me that's being blocked? 

Liv Connor 

Mike Petty this post is one that been shared? I can see 2 on the main page that have been shared 
from you.... definitely not blocked because you wouldn’t be able to comment on here 

Rowena Jones 

£1.5 million on a community hall ?? Wow what has it got gold in the mortar ?? 

Clive Brown 

Rowena Jones a stage hopefully!!!! 

Rowena Jones 

Clive Brown , still wouldn’t cost 1.5 million though my friend © 

Clive Brown 

Rowena Jones gonna be like the london palladium! !!! 

Rowena Jones 


Clive Brown , well then maybe I can see why the extravagant amount off cash !!@ 


Nellie Gilson 

I’m excited to see investment in the village. It does sound very expensive, and Pd be interested to 
see some plans. It would be a shame if the Parish rooms went unused after though. I would love a 
skatepark/ something for kids if all ages, and somewhere to have a cup of tea and a piece of cake- 
I’ve got dreams of opening a little cafe, with a community garden for veg 

Carol Bushnell 

A carefully considered plan to cater for as many village needs as possible is a fantastic idea - one 
space to fit all ... but should not cost £1.5m to build .... 

Harriet Marsh 

Hell no how about a skate park outside gym ect 
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Melanie Lowe 
Sounds like alot of money to me !! Shouldnt cost anywhere near that !! 
Gary Bushnell 
About time too 


2020 08 10 PC Website 

Village Centre Funding Success! 

After two village wide consultations and a lot of hard work the council was delighted to hear that 
the application made to the Communities Capital Fund, for funding towards the Village Centre has 
been successful for the full amount applied for — £500,000. More work now will be taking place, 
including further consultation and fund raising, to ensure the project’s success. More details will be 
put in the village newsletter on a regular basis so that all residents are kept informed on progress. 
[Parish Council website] 


2020 08 10 PC Website 

Stretham Parish Council owns a number of pieces of land in the area and has just acquired another 
field. This is an update on the land owned by the Parish Council and the new field. 

We own 3 fields in Little Thetford near Grunty Fen Road (west side of A10), currently let out for 
farming or grazing. These fields have been under our ownership for a very long time and provide a 
modest income to the Council. 

We also own “Eleanor’s Field” on Wilburton Road which still has trees in the top end from when it 
was an orchard. This field was previously privately owned but was gifted to the Council a few years 
ago. We have looked at options to make this usable as a regular recreation area, but the location 
outside the village and the access are not ideal so we are considering turning this into a paddock. 


We have just purchased a field (see map below) on the west side of the A10 Cambridge Road, 250m 
north of Stretham roundabout. If you cross the A10 on the path west from the Church, it will be 
uphill to your right. The field was listed at a recent auction and it was our unanimous view that this 
is an important opportunity to own a key piece of land very close to the village in a strategic 
location. In the next year, we are likely to lease the land for farming, with the intention of making it 
available for recreational use by the village after that. We consider the land as a long-term 
investment in a key location. The purchase has been made using funds held in reserve and CIL 
(Community Infrastructure Levy) funds. At the August Parish Council meeting, the Council 
reviewed the land currently owned are all were in agreement that we would much prefer to keep 
ownership of the land if at all possible, but to ensure future tenancies would be no more than a year 
to allow us flexibility in future if required. [Parish Council website] 
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2020 08 16 ES 

East Cambridgeshire is getting a massive boost from the County Council that will see £1.4m 
awarded to projects in Littleport, Soham and Stretham. 

Stretham Village Centre will receive £500,000, £498,000 will be for the refurbishment of Spencer 
Mill in Soham and Littleport will get £406,000 for a youth and community centre. 

A total of 16 initiatives across the county will receive funding in the latest round of applications 
agreed by the council’s community and partnership committee. 

The money is coming from Cambridgeshire Communities Capital Fund that was launched in April 
and sets aside up to £5m to support community projects. 

Its objective is to support community-led projects to improve health, wellbeing, social and 
economic opportunities. 
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The existing parish rooms in Stretham are said to be outdated, in poor repair and unable to meet the 
needs of the community. The building was last refurbished in the 1960s and cannot be extended 
further. 

“Following consultation with the local community, a demand was identified for a community space 
where increased community events and activities could take place,” said a Council spokesman. 

“A new community hub in the village will increase opportunities for all residents, but particularly 
for the more vulnerable. Match funding of £1m will be provided from the Parish Council” 


2020 08 24 EM 

Parish Clerk 

Dear Mr Petty, Please see answers to your questions below; 

I request copies of minutes, correspondence and estimates of expenditure relating to the planning 
application for land south of the Cemetery that has been submitted by Stretham Parish Council 

All of the Councils minutes are available on the Stretham Parish Council website. There is no other 
correspondence relating to this matter and there is no expenditure. 


I request copies of Stretham Parish Council minutes, correspondence and expenditure in connection 
with the proposed Community Hall. 

As stated above all minutes are located on the website. The application made by the Council in 
relation to the Village Centre is available from the website at https://strethampc.org.uk/stretham- 
village-centre/. The Council will be discussing the proposed Village Centre at the Parish Council 
Meeting in September. No firm plans have been agreed in relation to the project. 


Are the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of September 2019 as published on the Stretham 
Parish Council Website a true record as signed by the Chairman? 
Yes 


The Parish Council website seems to have no minutes since February 2020. Why is this 
The website has been update with all minutes. There are none for April, May or June 2020 as no 
Council Meetings took place. 


2020 08 24 

Mike Petty <mikepetty13a@ gmail.com> 

Mon, 24 Aug, 16:35 (8 days ago) 

thank you. 

I note that the Council discussed exactly the same issues on two consecutive meetings 

There has been no discussion by full Council on the submission of a planning application for the 
houses south of the cemetery. 

There was no expenditure involved in drawing up and submitting the planning application 
submitted in the Council's name - though Council previously did authorise expenditure on planning 
for a surgery. 

There was no discussion by the Parish Council on the application for a large grant for a Community 
Centre and the Parish Council has made no commitment for further expenditure in this regard. 

(I wonder ... If the full council did not make the application who did ...) 

Should any of my understandings be erroneous, please will you correct them. Mike 


2020 08 30 Messenger 

Hi Mike just want to say it’s lovely to see someone holding the local councils to account. Your 
comment “I’m poor at research” really tickled me however I doubt they will notice the knife edge 
sarcasm! 

2020 09 02 

Thanks. There are ten Parish Councillors (albeit un-elected) with two paid clerks/financial officers 
(at £1,000 per month) and one of me. They have more incentive to do things than I have in 
challenging them. I can however try and record their activity — see Stretham from 2000: the Dark 
Ages . Mike 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from — www.mikepetty.org.uk 


Stretham from 2000: the Digital Age by Mike Petty 


2020 09 01 Stretham Parish Council Minutes Ist September 2020 selection 
Councillors met at the Village cross at 6:30pm and took a tour round of all land owned by 
the Village. The Council meeting started at 7:30pm. 
19/242 To receive an update about the progress of actions from the last meeting of Stretham Parish 
Council on 4th August 2020 
Please see attached Action list update. [there is no attachment] 
19/245 To receive an update from Councillor Wright, with regards to leasing 

Eleanor’s Field 
Currently the field is over grown, does not have suitable fencing and no access to water. It was 
agreed to get the field topped now and again in spring. It was also suggested that the field could be 
used for sheep grazing as that would keep the fencing costs down. This was proposed by Councillor 
Wright, seconded by Councillor Taylor, with the whole Council in agreement. 


19/248 To discuss and agree the Village Centre project 

Councillor Parish explained to the Council that in 2016 a survey was sent out to residents asking 
opinion on the current facilities in the Village. It came back that residents felt that the current rooms 
were not fit for purpose. Unfortunately, there was not enough capital around at the time and the 
project went no further. 

With the capital bid funding having been made available, it was put to Council to accept the funding 
to put towards the building of a New Village Centre. This was proposed by Councillor Nuttall, 
seconded by Councillor Roberts, with the whole Council in agreement. 

19/249 To approve and sign the Grant proposal form 

It was proposed by Councillor Speed to accept the funding and to sign the grant forms, as long as all 
the terms and conditions are acceptable. This seconded by Councillor Taylor, with the whole 
Council in agreement. 

[There was no reference in the Parish Council Newsletter for October of this debate] 


19/250 To consider planning applications 

20/01025/FUL — 4 Cage Lane, Stretham. Erection of new garage following demolition of existing, 
removal of walls and extended access. The Council made no objections to this application.. 

19/252 To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 

Planning has gone in for the South side of the cemetery. Councillor Parish asked if an update on the 
Doctors surgery could be put into the Newsletter. 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 3rd November 2020 in the Parish Rooms 
2020 09 07 Stretham Residents Facebook 

Copy of post asking when comments might be posted. Mp7054 

We can’t share everything posted to us but will do our upmost to keep an eye out for any posts you 
have made in the future, thanks 


2020 09 09 PC Email 

Stretham Parish Council have not declined your FOI request, as stated in my last email all the 
minutes are published on the Stretham Parish Council website and there was no expenditure on the 
items you requested. 

Clerk to Stretham Parish Council 


2020 09 09 PC Email 

Parish clerk 

Further to my requests. For a third time, 

Please can you quote all references that appear in the Parish Council minutes or records 

I note that there were no Parish Council meetings for several months. 

Has there been any Parish Council correspondence or other communications with regard to the 
application for a grant for a Community Hall 

Has there been any Parish Council correspondence or other communication about the planning 
application that was submitted in the Council's name. 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from — www.mikepetty.org.uk 
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2020 09 15 FHF 

News-less Newsletters, minute Minutes, holes in the Web: researching village history in 2020 
With the loss of Newspapers Reporters to assess and comment on developments, local historians 
need to turn to other sources to attempt to collect information on which they can make their 
assessment of events. 

For those researching a particular place they will include Newsletters, Council Minutes and 
information published online. 

But how comprehensive is their coverage. At a Parish Council meeting in August 2020 once 
councillor criticised the Council’s Village Newspaper: 

Why has the Youth Club a full-page advert when information regarding the Councils committees 
has been squeezed into less than half a page and is difficult to read? Surely it is more important than 
an advert. Does the Council not wish residents to know who does what? 

The Village Newsletter, a colour publication on glossy paper is circulated to each house. Much of 
the information is common, month by month. It includes a summary of some of the decisions made 
at Parish Council meetings. But how does this summary compare with what is subsequently 
published on the Council’s Online Website. 

The Council met on Tuesday the 7th July here are some of the highlights....... 

As there has not been a meeting held since March, Councillors discussed if all officers should 
remain in post until 2021. It was agreed with 6 councillors voting in favour of this decision and 5 
voting for an Annual Parish Meeting. 

There were notes on online plans for a major road scheme some of which were detrimental to the 
Village, initiatives to slow drivers, a footpath had become overgrown and hedges should be cut. 
There is nothing much to interest historians 

However the Minutes for that meeting, published later once approved by a subsequent meeting 
includes information not covered in the Newsletter: 

A ‘Community Land Trust’ scheme of low-density, high-quality housing on land otherwise outside 
the development area, to include houses for rent to local residents, industrial units and a doctor’s 
surgery was progressing; houses had been handed over. However: Funding is now a lot lower than 
first indicated. 

The minute continues: Planning for phase 4 is now going in, however this does not include the 
Doctors surgery, due to the NHS being at a stand still at present with the recent pandemic. But the 
land is still allocated for it. 

Details of such Developments are given on the District Council’s Website. This allows for a search 
of proposals within parishes A ‘Simple search’ brings a message: Too many results found. Please 
enter some more parameters’. Adding the name of the small approach road initially brings up ‘No 
results found’. Resubmitting in a different format reveals 26 applications. 

One of these is for 21 dwellings. Clicking this enables the researcher to consult 63 documents 
associated with the application. One of these documents shows that the application has been 
submitted in the name of a developer and the ‘Community Land Trust’. There is a third party: the 
Parish Council itself. 

There is no notice of the application on the Parish Council Noticeboard. 
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On-the-ground investigation reveals a single Planning Development paper on a lamp-post within the 
new development. 

There was however a mention in the local daily newspaper whose back-issues can be searched by 
those who subscribe to its online edition. It is not in a ‘story’ but a Public Notice alongside other 
submitted planning applications. 

Surgery 

The Parish Minutes state the new Development does not include the Doctors surgery, due to the 
NHS being at a standstill at present with the recent pandemic. But the land is still allocated for it. 

A fundamental element of a major ‘Community’ scheme has been set back, the land allocated for it 
has become more homes. Meanwhile the window of the village Surgery contains, amongst the other 
notices, one that states that not doctor or nurse will now visit, though prescriptions may be collected 
one morning a week. A service that the village had enjoyed since 1913 has been lost without Parish 
notice or comment. 

Land 

There are other sources of information. An Auction sign stands alongside to a field beyond the 
village’s bypass. The Auctioneer’s website allows for the detailed sales brochure to be downloaded. 
This indicates that should development take place the vendor would receive additional payment. 
Should the major Road Scheme proceed as anticipated access will become far less dangerous for 
whatever purpose it is subsequently used. Comments on the Auctioneer’s website indicates that the 
land sold for far more than the estimate of £60,000. It does not reveal details the new owner. 

The August minutes show the site was discussed at the Parish Council meeting at which point the 
meeting went into a confidential session and no discussion is minuted. However the Parish Council 
Website has reported that the Council has bought the field to add to its other lands. It will be farmed 
and subsequently become ‘Recreation Land’. 

Expenditure 

There is no mention of expenditure in the Newsletter. 

The Finance Minutes shows that the Council authorised two cheques for Legal Fees totalling over 
£94,000. This payment may not relate to the acquisition of the land. 

Community Hall 

For the Parish Council website has reported the Council’s success in obtaining a County Council 
grant of £500,000 for a new Community Hall. The local weekly newspaper reported that this would 
be match-funded by £1-million from the Parish Council. A search of Parish Council online minutes 
would seem to indicate that when this matter was discussed a years ago such a scheme was rejected 
as being too expensive. 

Probably all Wrong 

One must remember that the Council has not been able to meet between March and July and that 
any or all of the above may well be the result of incomplete and inaccurate ‘research’ by an 
incompetent ‘historian’. 

But is that not what ‘local history’ is about? 

And how can you be sure it is not your village that is being referred to. 


2020 09 25 

Postscript 25th September 2020 

A Freedom of Information Request to the Parish Council requested copies of Minutes and 
Correspondence relating to the issues above: I had not been able to locate them and sought help in 
so doing. 


This was the response from the Parish Clerk on 24th September. 

"Thank you for your email, as I have stated in my recent correspondence all the Council Minutes are 
published on the website and contain all the information you require. 

"With regards to correspondence for the Village Community centre grant and the planning 
application again you will find the information in the minutes." 


2020 09 Wilburton Parish Council Minutes 
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Wilburton Camps Field Survey 

2020 09 

Wilburton Camps Field Survey 

Wilburton Parish Council has published the results of a survey of opinion about the Camps Field 
development proposed by Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust 

Q1. How do you feel about the proposed development on Camp's Field? 

Strongly opposed 102 

Opposed 33 

Neither opposed or in favour 11 

In favour 16 

Strongly in favour 

Q2. What is it about the proposal that makes you feel this way? The way that the development has 
been handled 55 

The way that the SWCLT has handled the project 18 

Will lead to further development 14 

Seems to be a for-profit development 12 

Plan has been led by developers 6 

Distrust in the developers 

In conclusion, the respondents to this survey have shared a majority opinion of opposition to the 
Camp’s Field development most frequently due to the scale of the development, but most are in 
favour of development in Wilburton generally as long as the village grows slowly. This cannot be 
said to be a bona fide accurate nor representative result of the views of the community primarily due 
to the small and easily lost invitations that were distributed. However, the majority opposition to the 
Camp’s Field development is large, which alongside the reasons given against it being consistent 
with reasons being given in support of other developments, helps to support the notion of some 
validity of these findings as representative of the views of Wilburton. 

The full report is online: 
file:///G:/Report-on-Camp%E2%80%99s-Field-Community-Survey-2020.pdf 





2020 09 09 

Dear Mr Petty, 

Stretham Parish Council have not declined your FOI request, as stated in my last email all the 
minutes are published on the Stretham Parish Council website and there was no expenditure on the 
items you requested. 

Kind regards 

Kim 

Clerk to Stretham Parish Council 


2020 09 09 

Mike Petty <mikepetty13a@ gmail.com> 

15:28 (29 minutes ago) 

to Kim 

Further to my requests. 

For a third time, 

Please can you quote all references that appear in the Parish Council minutes or records 

I note that there were no Parish Council meetings for several months. 

Has there been any Parish Council correspondence or other communications with regard to the 
application for a grant for a Community Hall 

Has there been any Parish Council correspondence or other communication about the planning 
application that was submitted in the Council's name. 


2020 09 10 SRF 
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2020 09 15 FHF 

News-less Newsletters, minute Minutes, holes in the Web: researching village history in 2020 
With the loss of Newspapers Reporters to assess and comment on developments, local historians 
need to turn to other sources to attempt to collect information on which they can make their 
assessment of events. 

For those researching a particular place they will include Newsletters, Council Minutes and 
information published online. 

But how comprehensive is their coverage. At a Parish Council meeting in August 2020 once 
councillor criticised the Council’s Village Newspaper: 

Why has the Youth Club a full-page advert when information regarding the Councils committees 
has been squeezed into less than half a page and is difficult to read? Surely it is more important than 
an advert. Does the Council not wish residents to know who does what? 

The Village Newsletter, a colour publication on glossy paper is circulated to each house. Much of 
the information is common, month by month. It includes a summary of some of the decisions made 
at Parish Council meetings. But how does this summary compare with what is subsequently 
published on the Council’s Online Website. 

The Council met on Tuesday the 7th July here are some of the highlights....... 

As there has not been a meeting held since March, Councillors discussed if all officers should 
remain in post until 2021. It was agreed with 6 councillors voting in favour of this decision and 5 
voting for an Annual Parish Meeting. 

There were notes on online plans for a major road scheme some of which were detrimental to the 
Village, initiatives to slow drivers, a footpath had become overgrown and hedges should be cut. 
There is nothing much to interest historians 

However the Minutes for that meeting, published later once approved by a subsequent meeting 
includes information not covered in the Newsletter: 

A ‘Community Land Trust’ scheme of low-density, high-quality housing on land otherwise outside 
the development area, to include houses for rent to local residents, industrial units and a doctor’s 
surgery was progressing; houses had been handed over. However: Funding is now a lot lower than 
first indicated. 

The minute continues: Planning for phase 4 is now going in, however this does not include the 
Doctors surgery, due to the NHS being at a stand still at present with the recent pandemic. But the 
land is still allocated for it. 

Details of such Developments are given on the District Council’s Website. This allows for a search 
of proposals within parishes A ‘Simple search’ brings a message: Too many results found. Please 
enter some more parameters’. Adding the name of the small approach road initially brings up ‘No 
results found’. Resubmitting in a different format reveals 26 applications. 

One of these is for 21 dwellings. Clicking this enables the researcher to consult 63 documents 
associated with the application. One of these documents shows that the application has been 
submitted in the name of a developer and the ‘Community Land Trust’. There is a third party: the 
Parish Council itself. 

There is no notice of the application on the Parish Council Noticeboard. 

On-the-ground investigation reveals a single Planning Development paper on a lamp-post within the 
new development. 

There was however a mention in the local daily newspaper whose back-issues can be searched by 
those who subscribe to its online edition. It is not in a ‘story’ but a Public Notice alongside other 
submitted planning applications. 

Surgery 

The Parish Minutes state the new Development does not include the Doctors surgery, due to the 
NHS being at a stand still at present with the recent pandemic. But the land is still allocated for it. 
A fundamental element of a major ‘Community’ scheme has been set back, the land allocated for it 
has become more homes. Meanwhile the window of the village Surgery contains, amongst the other 
notices, one that states that not doctor or nurse will now visit, though prescriptions may be collected 
one morning a week. A service that the village had enjoyed since 1913 has been lost without Parish 
notice or comment. 

Land 
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There are other sources of information. An Auction sign stands alongside to a field beyond the 
village’s bypass. The Auctioneer’s website allows for the detailed sales brochure to be downloaded. 
This indicates that should development take place the vendor would receive additional payment. 
Should the major Road Scheme proceed as anticipated access will become far less dangerous for 
whatever purpose it is subsequently used. Comments on the Auctioneer’s website indicates that the 
land sold for far more than the estimate of £60,000. It does not reveal details the new owner. 

The August minutes show the site was discussed at the Parish Council meeting at which point the 
meeting went into a confidential session and no discussion is minuted. However the Parish Council 
Website has reported that the Council has bought the field to add to its other lands. It will be farmed 
and subsequently become ‘Recreation Land’ 

Expenditure 

There is no mention of expenditure in the Newsletter. 

The Finance Minutes shows that the Council authorised two cheques for Legal Fees totalling over 
£94,000. This payment may not relate to the acquisition of the land. 

Community Hall 

For the Parish Council website has reported the Council’s success in obtaining a County Council 
grant of £500,000 for a new Community Hall. The local weekly newspaper reported that this would 
be match-funded by £1-million from the Parish Council. A search of Parish Council online minutes 
would seem to indicate that when this matter was discussed a years ago such a scheme was rejected 
as being too expensive. 

Probably all Wrong 

One must remember that the Council has not been able to meet between March and July and that 
any or all of the above may well be the result of incomplete and inaccurate ‘research’ by an 
incompetent ‘historian’. 

But is that not what ‘local history’ is about? 

And how can you be sure it is not your village that is being referred to. 


2020 10 06 SPCM 

Stretham Parish Council Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Tuesday 6th October 2020 

Selection 

19/265 Land Tenancies: Councillor Nuttall reported that a tenancy agreement had been agreed 
between Mr Parish and the Council for the land at A10 Stretham. 

19/267 Village Centre. There was a discussion regarding possible sites for the Village Centre. 
(This was a confidential item and the public were excluded) 

19/268 Village Centre Action Plan. The Action Plan was received and agreed (see attached). 

[This report was not given on the online version of the minutes] 

19/269 Village Centre Project Group. The terms of the Project Group were received and agreed. 
(see attached) 

[This report was not given on the online version of the minutes. However information was 

published on the Parish Council website and in the Newsletter for October] 


19/271 Planning Applications: 

° 20/00848/FUM: Erection of 21 dwellings comprising 6 CLT houses and 15 open market 
houses, together with landscaping, open space and associated infrastructure at, Manor Farm 
Development, Plantation Gate, Stretham. (No objection) 

There was no mention of a Freedom of Information Request — see notes above 


Village Centre Update — October 2020 

At the Council meeting on 6th October, the Council agreed an initial action plan covering 
consultation with village groups, communications plans and fundraising. The Council agreed to 
form 2 groups to progress the project : 

The Project Group will be responsible for the design and build of the Village Centre, including the 
contracts, legal, financial and project governance. It will regularly report to full Council on project 
progress. The Centre Management Committee will be responsible for the village engagement and 
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the long-term success of the Village Centre after completion and will include representatives from 
village groups who will be active users of the Village Centre. The 2 groups will work closely 
together to ensure that the Village Centre meets the needs of Stretham and that it is a long-term 
benefit to the community. The Council also reviewed the potential sites for the Village Centre and 
provided guidance to the Project Group on the preferred locations and pros & cons of each. We will 
progress the options and aim to conclude an agreement for the site so that we can progress to 
designs. For future communications, as well as the Newsletter updates, we intend to have a 
Facebook page and a section on the Website with information about the project. 


The Parish Council Newsletter for October 2020 included: 

Village Centre Update 

As mentioned briefly in the last newsletter, after two village wide consultations and a lot of hard 
work the council was delighted to hear that the application made to the Communities Capital Fund, 
for funding towards the Village Centre has been successful for the full amount applied for — 
£500,000. At the Council meeting on 1st September, the Council unanimously agreed to go ahead 
with the project to develop the Village Centre. The requirements and brief of the Village Centre take 
into account all of the feedback received from the previous village consultations. 

The next steps for the project are : 

e To secure a suitable piece of land for the Village Centre 

e Setup appropriate financial and project governance for the project 

e Secure additional funding to cover the full build costs 

The Council is currently considering a number of options for a suitable site for the building. 

We will continue to keep you informed on the status via the Newsletter and there will be 
opportunities for active members to become involved in the project. 

Richard Nuttall 


2020 11 

Village Centre Update — November 2020 

The Project Group responsible for the design and build of the Village Centre has now started work 
and has agreed Terms of Reference. The Project Group has set out initial governance and financial 
processes. We are also working on the next level of project costings and considering additional 
funding options. Immediate priorities are to progress discussions on suitable locations for the 
Village Centre and to engage architects for the project. 


2020 11 03 SPCM 

Stretham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 3rd November 2020 

A selection from the Minutes 

19/282 To receive an update on the Village Centre 

The terms of reference for the Village Centre Group were read out to Councillors, it was 

proposed by Councillor Wright to adopt these, this was seconded by Councillor Clark, with the 
whole Council in agreement. 

Councillor Nuttall explained that an online document store had been set up to keep everything to do 
with the Village Centre and all members of the group would be able to access it. The Grant paper 
work has been signed and returned. Councillor Wright offered to make contact with estate agents to 
get a valuation for the Parish Rooms. Councillor Nuttall, explained that further funding streams 
were being looked at and that Architects would now be approached. 


19/284 To discuss IT equipment for meetings and a change of location for the December meeting 
Councillor Parish explained to Councillors that currently the Council does not have any IT 
equipment to do presentations on and suggested that the December meeting could be held at the 
Youth Centre to enable the IT equipment to be used for items such as planning presentations and to 
hold online meetings if required. The Council could then get a feel for how this equipment could 
assist in meetings. The Council agreed to hold the next meeting in the Youth Centre. Councillor 
Nuttall agreed to look into costs of equipment for the next meeting. 
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It was also agreed that the next meeting would be held on the 8th December once lockdown has 
finished. The next meeting of the Village Centre project group will take place on the 15th 
December. 

19/285 To discuss what happens with decision making and Council meetings during lockdown 
Councillor Wright explained to the Council that during another lockdown and while social 
distancing is in place, she felt it important that Council meetings should still take place and therefor 
an online system should be looked at. Councillor Parish explained that the Youth Club could be 
used as it is a smaller room and therefor all Councillors should be able to hear and any Councillors 
who do not have access to the internet could still meet in person. 

It was decided that the Clerk would set up a test meeting on the 3rd December ready for the next 
meeting on the 8th, to make sure the IT system works. 

19/288 Correspondence 

An email was received from a Cambridge Road resident, concerned about the rats in the ditch on the 
recreation ground. The Council proposed that the ditch be flailed to see if this would sort the 
problem. 

An email was received from a resident regarding the lack of a field in the village that could be used 
for dog exercising. The Council discussed the situation and felt that there were sufficient paths and 
walks in the Village that can be used and also the recreation ground. 

[There is no mention of a Freedom of Information Request that was received by the Parish 
Council] 


Stretham Parish Council Newsletter November 2020 
The Council met on Tuesday 6th October — here are some of the highlights ... 


The field recently purchased next to the A10 has been let to the same tenant on a short-term basis 
while the council considers longer term options to provide a recreational access for villagers. 


The map of the village which you will have seen in the newsletter in the past is being updated and 
will be available when finalised. 


The All Weather Pitch has now had floodlights replaced with LED lights. These should last longer 
and use less power, saving money for users. 


The Council reviewed 2 Planning Applications : 

20/00848/FUM: Erection of 21 dwellings comprising 6 CLT houses and 15 open market houses, 
together with landscaping, open space and associated infrastructure at Manor Farm Development, 
Plantation Gate, Stretham. (The Council made No objection) 


20/01149/LBC: Replace the 3 single glazed wooden windows on the front of the building with the 
same configuration at, 3 Plantation Gate, Stretham. (The Council made No objection) 


The old telephone box will be cleared of ivy and repainted. 


Village Centre Update - October 2020 

At the Council meeting on 6th October, the Council agreed an initial action plan covering 
consultation with agreed village groups, communications plans and fundraising. The Council agreed 
to form 2 groups to progress the project: 

- The Project Group will be responsible for the design and build of the Village Centre, including the 
contracts, legal, financial and project governance. It will regularly report to full Council on project 
progress. 

- The Centre Management Committee will be responsible for the village engagement and the long- 
term success of the Village Centre after completion and will include representatives from village 
groups who will be active users of the Village Centre. The 2 groups will work closely together to 
ensure that the Village Centre meets the needs of Stretham and that it is a long-term benefit to the 
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community. The Council also reviewed the potential sites for the Village Centre and provided 
guidance to the Project Group on the preferred locations and pros & cons of each. We will progress 
the options and aim to conclude an agreement for the site so that we can progress to designs. 


For future communications, as well as the Newsletter updates, we intend to have a Facebook page 
and a section on the Website with information about the project. 


Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust (SWCLT) update 

The SWCLT has passed a major landmark with the completion of the final four affordable homes 
for local people at Manor Farm. 

The one-bedroom bungalows in Dockey Court have been allocated to people with strong 
community connections and they will be moving in shortly. This brings the total affordable homes 
offered by the SWCLT to 23, all legally tied to the community now and for future generations. 
We want to be inclusive in the range of housing we offer, so our first one-bed bungalows for 
affordable rent will be a great addition. They are suitable for those who may have certain mobility 
issues and include wet rooms for greater accessibility. 

All our homes continue to benefit local people, shown recently when we were able to help one 
couple move up from a two-bed to a three-bed SWCLT house to accommodate their growing 
family. Because of high house prices they may have been forced to live further away, in a less 
expensive 

area, if not for the SWCLT homes. 

These homes represent £6 million property assets and generate £12,500 per month in rents and the 
community is the beneficiary. The income pays for any borrowing and maintenance, but can also 
fund potential future community initiatives including for health and wellbeing, recreation, nature, 
transport and education. 

The trustees are very pleased that the SWCLT model is achieving what it set out to do. It is still just 
the start and housing demand from local people continues to exceed supply. Planning applications 
have been submitted at Camp’s Field, Wilburton and at Manor Farm which would see a further 42 
affordable homes built for the SWCLT to help meet ongoing demand, with decisions expected later 
this year. 

Thank you to everyone so far who has supported the SWCLT in helping local people stay in our 
community. For more information, visit: https://www.strethamwilburtonclt.co.uk/ 


Surgery 

COMMUNICATION - a couple of years ago we invested in a television screen for our waiting 
room to serve as an “electronic notice board”. With reduced numbers of patients attending the 
surgery, we have been looking at other ways to communicate with our patients quickly and cheaply! 
Thank you to the Stretham Parish Newsletter for your support and printing our updates and news, 
but we can only share non-urgent and general information this way. We also use the right hand side 
of your prescription, for announcements such as the start of the Flu Clinic season. 

The PRACTICE NEWS section on our website is another place to find general information such as 
the poster to alert women between 50 and 70 years to watch out for their Mammography invitation. 
Early on in the pandemic, we developed the use of Questionnaires so that our patients with Asthma 
and Diabetes can continue to receive “social distanced” clinical support. For information about 
Questionnaires, please visit the Online Services section of our website. We continue to encourage 
patients to register to use SystmOnline for requesting medications and reviewingresults. (Please 
note that SystmOnline is NOT the same service as ASkKMyGP. SystmOnline is the system that holds 
your clinical record and AskMyGP is the online service to contact our GPs.) 

However, by far the quickest, easiest and cheapest way for us to contact patients either as an 
individual or as a group is by SMS Text messaging. Unfortunately, just because we have your 
mobile telephone number this does not mean we can send you messages. We need to have your 
consent first. If you already have access to SystmOnline, you can check to see if you have consented 
to receive messages — simply log into your account and on the home page click on “Change Contact 
Details” and select “Allow SMS notifications”. You can also contact Reception or Dispensary by 
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telephone and ask them to update your choice or complete this form and return it to the surgery and 
we will amend your record. Thank you for your help. 


Stretham and Grunty Fen on Facebook is a group for seeking and sharing information on Stretham 
and its immediate area in the past - the past starting yesterday. It has over 900 followers from within 
the village and across the world. 

The Group is hosted by Mike Petty who has been collecting material on the village for over 70 
years. 

Posts include photographs, articles, extracts from minutes and personal reminiscences 

Posts include links to a wide range of Stretham material online including detailed histories, 7,000 
photographs and extracts from Cambridgeshire newspapers from 1770 to date. 

.Take a look for yourself - and join in the discussions 


2020 12 

Village Centre Update — December 2020 

We have now engaged in discussions with architects for the project so that we can start the design 
process. We are also progressing discussions on potential locations for the Village Centre and have 
started to narrow the options. In addition to the Communities Capital Fund award, we are looking 
for other sources of funding to help finance the building 


2020 12 01 Parish Council Minutes 

Extracts 

19/297 To discuss Village Street Signs 

Councillor Taylor explained that numbers 1 — 5 Middle Close had no Street sign to say that they 
were in Middle Close and in fact looked like they were part of Chapel Street. It was decided that the 
Clerk would speak to Pam at Highways to see if anything could be done about this. 

19/298 To receive an update on the Village Centre 

Some land options have been looked and discussed for the new Village Centre, with 2 sites 
currently being discussed. It was discussed that there was the potential for a shared car park, 
Councillor Taylor felt this may not be the best approach. Different options currently being discussed 
as to what to do with the Parish Rooms moving forward. A Village Centre project meeting is to take 
place next week, where other funding streams will be discussed. Councillor Parish suggested 
looking at trying to get a Royal representative to open the new building and the Clerk was asked to 
get this in motion. 

19/299 To discuss IT equipment for future meeting 

Councillor Nuttall present a list of IT equipment that would need to be purchased in order to be able 
to hold remote Council meetings. Including the broadband, the total cost would be around £1,254. It 
was felt by Councillors that if the equipment was purchased for the Parish Rooms it then may not be 
suitable for the new Village centre, it was therefore decided that its would-be put-on hold until the 
New Village Centre is built. It was however felt that it would be beneficial to the Council and users 
of the Parish Rooms to get Broad Band fitted there. Councillor Nuttall explained that this would be 
a cost of £330 a year. This was proposed by Councillor Nuttall, seconded by Councillor Roberts 
with the whole Council in agreement. 

19/300 Public Works Loan Board 

“The RFO is currently in correspondence with PWLB, and gave a brief outline of the current 
application process” 

19/301 Planning Applications: 


20/01553/FUL — 13 Green End, Stretham. Rear extension, front porch and internal and external 
alterations. The Council made no objections to this application. 

20/01515/FUL — Gravel Farm Yard, Newmarket Road, Stretham. Proposed extension to existing 
storage container yard. The Council made no objections to this application. 

20/01516/FUL — Gravel Farm Yard, Newmarket Road, Stretham. Proposed development of an 
agriculture building. The Council made no objections to this application 

19/302 
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Expenditure 

K. Bolderson 750.25 Clerk 

A. Melton 703.48 RFO 

Notice Boards 1385.28 

The council received a letter from Pamela Hicks on behalf of Stretham Youth Club, requesting 
financial help from the Parish Council, for a new roof. 

The RFO suggested that the Parish Council commissioned the work as a Parish Council Project. The 
cost of the work has been quoted at £35,844.32 + VAT. 

The RFO reported that if the project was commissioned by the council, the VAT would be re- 
coverable. Members agreed to the proposal, the RFO would liaise with the Youth Club regarding 
invoicing and obtaining the initial sum of £35,844.32 as a donation from the Youth Club. The Parish 
Council would be in receipt of all guarantees and Building Control certification. This was proposed 
by Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor Roberts, with the whole Council in agreement. 


2021 01 05 Parish Council Minutes 
Stretham Parish Council Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 5th January 2021 at 7:00pm Online via Teams 


Extracts 


19/311 To receive an update about the progress of actions from the last meeting of Stretham Parish 
Council on 5th December 2020 Please see attached Action list update. [This was not attached to 
the online minutes] 


19/313 To receive an update on the Village Centre 

Discussions with architects for the project have begun, so that we can start the design process. 
Discussions on potential locations for the Village Centre are ongoing, with 2 sites now in the 
running. In addition to the Communities Capital Fund award, other sources of funding to help 
finance the building are being sought. 


19/314 To discuss the precept 

The Precept report was read out by the RFO. It was proposed that there be a rise in the precept from 
65k to 70k, which would mean an increase of 7.9%. It was explained to Councillors that the Precept 
had not been raised for a few years. This was proposed by Councillor Nuttall, seconded by 
Councillor Taylor, with the whole Council in agreement. 


19/316 To receive planning application decisions 
20/01399/FUL — 44 Cambridge Road, Stretham. Proposed extensions and alterations to existing 
dwelling, including new front wall and gates. This application has been approved. 


19/317 To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 
Last bungalow has now been occupied. Planning permission is due at the beginning of this year. 
And progress has started to be made again on the doctor’s surgery. 


19/318 Finance - To authorise payments from SPC accounts and to note receipt 
of income 


STRETHAM PARISH COUNCIL - FINANCE REPORT - JANUARY 2021 


Balance at the Bank: 

Current Account 51,568.39 

Business Instant 20,003.29 

Village Centre Fund 90,002.82 

32 Day Notice 67,318.18 
£228,892.68 
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19/319 To receive Correspondence 

An email was received from a concerned resident regarding the ditch at the back of Wilburton Road. 
The ditch is in need of being cleared, it was felt that due to it not being done and all the heavy rain 
we have had that this was a contributing factor to flooding. Councillor Roberts also mentioned other 
ditches around the Village that need to be cleared. The Clerk to find out who’s responsibility these 
ditches are and to work from there in getting them cleared. 

19/322 To receive Councillor Questions 

The Bench on the corner of Short Road needs repairing. 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 3rd November 2020 in the Parish Rooms 
[This is the wrong date] 


2021 02 02 Parish Council Minutes 

[This is a copy of the minutes sent to Parish Councillors] 

Extracts and comments 

19/326 To receive an update about the progress of actions from the last meeting of Stretham Parish 
Council on 5th January 2020 

Please see attached Action list update. [This was not included] 

19/327 To discuss ditches and flooding 

The Clerk explained that a meeting is to take place between the Highways Flood and Water 
Department and the Drainage board to look at the ditches, to find out who is responsible for them. 
Councillor Roberts told the Council that he had been to take a look at the ditches, the CLT one is 
running well, however the catch ditch that leads down to the river is very overgrown and in need of 
being cleaned out. Spencer Clerk has said ECDC are responsible for that part and will be dredging it 
out up to the concrete bridge. The steel flap that opens at the bridge that allows water to drain into 
the river also requires fixing. Councillor Roberts to update on progress at the next meeting. 


19/328 To receive an update on the Village Centre 

Three emails have been received by the Clerk from Councillors to open up discussions on placing 
the Village Centre at the recreations ground. The majority of Councillors voted to put the 
Recreation Ground down as another possible location. It was proposed by Councillor Wright to get 
block drawings down on the site at Manor Farm and the recreation ground done and bring to the 
next meeting to discuss, this was seconded by Councillor Williams with the whole Council in 
agreement. 


19/329 To consider planning applications 

20/01640/FUL — Amberside Stretham, Station Road, Wilburton. The Council made no objections to 
this application. 

19/330 To receive planning application decisions 

20/01553/FUL — 13 Green End, Stretham - approved 

20/01515/FUL — Gravel Yard Farm, Newmarket Road, Stretham - approved 


19/331 To receive an update on progress of SWCLT 
All properties are now occupied, just waiting on planning permission consent for P4. 


19/332 Finance - To authorise payments from SPC accounts and to note receipt 
of income 

STRETHAM PARISH COUNCIL - FINANCE REPORT - FEBRUARY 2021 
Income 

ECDC 476.43 Grant 

ECDC 2001 Grant 

ECDC 4000 Grant 

Lloyds 0.18 interest 

Lloyds 0.52 interest 

£6479.13 
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Expenditure 

Salaries etc 2095.35 
ECDC 54 d/d 

B/Gas 51.99 d/d 

EoN 51.75 d/d 

B/Gas 56.62 d/d 

B/Gas 29.61 d/d 

L. Shearing 737 Newsletter 
£3,076.32 


Balance at Bank 

Current Account 54,930.34 
Instant 20,003.47 

VPA 90,003.34 

32-day 67,320.83 


Total £231,257.98 


An email was received from a member of the public, asking if the land owned by the Council at Lt 
Thetford was up for sale, the Council said no. 

An email was received in connection to the state of Kisbys walk. It has a lot of holes and looks 
unfinished. Councillor Roberts said he would take a look. 

[There was no mention of an Email seeking Freedom of Information] 

Councillor Parish informed the Council that a Marquee has been donated to the Council and will be 
kept in the cemetery shed. 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd March 2020 online Via Teams. 


2021 03 02: Email 

MP 

Janet I asked the Clerk three days ago for a link to the March Parish Council meeting. As there is no 
Agenda posted on the Parish Council notice board am I am right in supposing that there is no 
meeting — it would presumably not be legal not to give such public notice. Incidentally I also 
observe that there was no Agenda on the Parish Council Notice Board for the January meeting oops 
(that's me hitting the wrong key, not insinuations about proper observance of rules). Mike 

Janet Parish 

I have asked our Finance clerk to deal with this issue as he is covering tonight’s meeting in Kim 
Bolderson’s absence. His name is Alan Melton. 

MP 

So is the meeting going ahead without publication of the agenda? [There was no reply; the Meeting 
took place] 


Alan Melton finance @ strethampc.org.uk 2 Mar 2021, 15:47 (19 hours ago) 
to me, Janet 





Dear Mr Petty 

Please find attached Agenda and Minutes. 

Ihave sent you a TEAMS link. 

Sorry for this, Kim is unwell and I have just picked up. 
Yours 

Alan Melton 

Deputy Clerk and RFO 


Dear Mr Petty 
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I understand that you are un-happy that the meeting is taking place as the agenda was not posted on 
the notice board. As I stated in my previous email, Kim has been taken ill and cannot fulfil her 
duties. However, I have ruled that the meeting will take place as there are certain items to transact. 
Yours Alan Melton 

To Alan Melton 

to confirm, you are aware that the meeting has not been publicly published and have chosen to go 
ahead anyway 

From Alan Melton 

Yes, I have guidance from the NALC which states that for “Health and Safety Reasons” under the 
Covid -19 amendments “although advisable notices should be posted, however, a common sense 
approach should be taken and would not be met with much criticism by the judiciary if 
circumstances dictate that due to Health and Safety matters etc, this cannot be complied with to the 
letter” 

I have also just spoken to Kim, she assures me that there is notice outside the Parish Rooms. 


2020 03 03 Email 

3rd March 

Alan 

thank you for your email of 17.26 on Tuesday 2nd March in which you confirm that the March 2021 
meeting for Stretham Parish Council had not been advertised on the Parish Council Notice Board, 

I observe that on the morning of Wednesday 3rd March, after the meeting, an Agenda for the March 
meeting had now been placed on the Parish Council Notice Board. 

I attach photos of the Parish Council Notice Board taken on Ist March and on 3rd March 2021. 

You will notice that both Agendas for different meetings contain the same mistake. 

You also state that an Agenda had been placed outside the Public Rooms. I attach a photo of that 
notice board taken on 3rd March. It shows no such notice. When was it removed? 

[There was no reply] 


Parish Councillors 

Jacky Saunt <jacky.saunt @ strethampc.org.uk>, 

Jenny Markham <jenny.markham @strethampc.org.uk>, 
Sarah Wright <sarah.wright @strethampc.org.uk>, 

Colin Williams <colin.williams @ strethampc.org.uk>, 
Janet Parish <janet.parish182 @btinternet.com>, 
"pickledpigcider@ gmail.com" <pickledpigcider @ gmail.com>, 
Jo Taylor <Jo10lee @hotmail.com>, 

Richard Nuttall <richard @ nuttall.me.uk>, 

Kathryn Clark <kathryn.clark @ strethampc.org.uk>, 
Kim Bolderson <clerk @strethampc.org.uk> 


2021 03 02 Parish Council Minutes 

Extracts 

19/340 

Public Participation. Mr and Mrs Guest asked a question regarding a proposed meeting with CCC 
Highways and Drainage Boards regarding flooding, it was reported that the meeting had not yet 
taken place. 

19/342 

To discuss ditches and flooding. Councillor Roberts reported that most of the work regarding the 
clearing of ditches had been carried out, work was on going. 

19/343 

Local Highways Improvement Bid (LHI). Members unanimously accepted the proposal for 
improvements to Newmarket Road, to slow the speed of traffic entering the village. The total cost 
is: £19.661.52, of which Stretham Parish Council would pay the sum of £4661.52. 

19/343 
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To receive an update on the Village Centre. Councillor Nuttall reported that the project group were 
awaiting further negotiations with potential land owners. He also reported that the group had agreed 
to the drawing of a block plan to inform any negotiations regarding building on the Recreation 
Ground. 
19/346 
To receive an update on progress of SWCLT. All properties are now occupied, just waiting on 
planning permission consent for P4. Councillor Roberts confirmed that demand was still high. 
19/347 
Balance at the Bank: 

Current Account 50141.75 

Business Account 20003.63 

VPA 90004.06 

32 Notice 67323.39 


Total 227472.83 
It was proposed that all cheques to be paid. This was proposed by Councillor Roberts and seconded 
by Councillor Clark, with the whole Council in agreement. By a unanimous vote, members agreed 
to pay £4,661.52 contribution towards the Newmarket Road LHI bid, this was an increase of 
£3161.52 recorded in the budget. The RFO reported that this can be paid from cash balances and 
would not affect the whole budget. 
19/348 
To receive Correspondence. Members received a letter and petition from residents of Manor Farm 
regarding their objection to possible siting of the Village Centre next to the proposed doctor’s 
surgery. Members rejected the petition. Members agreed that once sites had been identified for the 
siting of the Village Centre, it would be a matter for the whole village to be consulted upon. 
19/351 
The bench at Short Road had still not been repaired. 
Councillor Roberts reminded the Council that the register of Community Hub Material held by 
ECDC was about to be renewed. Members agreed that the Village Pub should continue to be 
registered. 


2021 04 30 Email to Cambs County Council. 
Stretham Village Centre 
to nicholas.mills 


COMMUNITIES AND PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE on Thursday, 06 August 2020 made a grant 
towards a Village Centre at Stretham. 

Please might I have a copy of the application that was received by the Committee and notes on any 
reports or checks made by officers in advance of the decision. thank you Mike Petty 


2021 05 07 

Richard Nuttall Fri, 7 May, 19:47 
(13 hours ago) 

Hi Mike, 


Please find enclosed a copy of the application we put in to Cambridge County Council in respect of 
the Stretham Village Centre. 

Although this is not strictly confidential, Stretham Parish Council ask that you do not redistribute 
the application or publish it without our permission. 

We certainly understand your interest in the project and as a local historian, but would like to ensure 
that messages about the Village Centre are given in the right context. 

Note that some of the financial figures have changed since the time of the application and are under 
regular review as the project progresses, so should not be taken/quoted as current. 
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Finally, lots has changed since the application was made, so we expect changes to the timelines and 
other plans as the project goes along. 

We have recently had some positive news about the progress of the project and hope to be able to 
share that soon via the Newsletter. 

If you are looking to document the Village Centre project as it progresses, it would be interesting to 
have a discussion about that when we get to the next stage of the project. 

Regards, Richard Nuttall For Stretham Parish Council 


Funding 

The capital costs related to the building are estimated to be £1.5m in total. See Appendix 3 for 
detailed cost breakdown. We are requesting £500,000 from the Communities Capital Fund. The 
remaining £1m will be provided from other sources. 

See Appendix 3 for detailed breakdown of funding sources. 


Criterion 1 Criterion 1 — Are there key issues within the community that this project will address? 
For 

example, loneliness, isolation, poor adult skills, obesity etc. 

What data/evidence do you have to support this? You may wish to use 
www.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk, provide details of community surveys or any other 
information. 


Evidence of community need. 

In March 2016 the Parish Council asked residents of Stretham to complete a survey in order to gain 
feedback and ideas on how to improve the facilities and resources available at the Parish Rooms and 
to make the Parish Rooms a more attractive venue for the Community. 

It was clear from the responses to the survey that the Parish Rooms are not fit for purpose as many 
barriers to use were identified. Therefore it has been identified that a new community building is the 
way forward in providing a beneficial useful resource That will have a positive impact on our 
developing and growing community, which could be used by many existing and new community 
groups and providing a focal point within our expanding village for events of all kinds. 

In March 2018 a second village wide survey took place in order to give the Council useful feedback 
from the community on potential uses of the new Community building and what the benefits of 
having a community space will be to the village. The feedback was vital to the Council as it was 
used to form a view about the design and potential uses of a community facility and would help 
inform the next stage of the decisionmaking process. The age range that took part in the survey was 
7 — over 90 years. The project was put on hold due to lack of available funding. 

Issues the community identified with the existing village hall include: 

1. Has no car park 

2. Needs new roof 

3. Poor facilities 

4. Access 

5. Size of hall 

6. Outdated facility 

7. Not child friendly 

8. No outdoor room 

9. Dull 

10. Drab and dark 

11. Needs handrail on the path 

There is no possibility of improving our existing village hall that was built in the 1870’s and 
modernised in the 1960’s due to: 

Not being able to provide a car park - there is no room for one. 

Not able to increase the size of the hall - there is no room for expansion. 

Needing to replace the asbestos roof — expensive. 
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This is the wish list from the community before the community facility is a possible reality, or 
with any professional input. 

Just this week (25-May-20) the lady who is leading the scrub and mask making project in 

the village in response to the Covid 19 crises, stated that if there was a sewing group in the 
village it would be very popular with all ages — this would make a great intergenerational 

project. A project that could easily happen if we had the Village Centre. 

Existing and potential groups and organisations who would use the building are: 

e Cubs, scouts, beavers 

e Women’s Institute 

e Village drama group 

e SOS singers (over 60’s singing group) 

e Young @heart (over 60s social group) 

e Mum and Toddler groups 

e Sewing group 

e Men’s Shed group 

e Mothers Union 

e Village speed watch group. 

e Yoga classes 

e Dancing classes 

e Parish Council meetings — full council and sub committees 

e Public meetings 

e Poll station for elections 

e Information/advice drop-in sessions 

e Indoor bowling 

community appeal and use 

As well as developing community led projects we would expand our existing community led 
projects that aim to develop a sustainable ‘cultural’ model of where community members mental 
health promotion stems from community and organisational participation that values, enables and 
links up social inclusion, informal and formal learning. 

The community themselves will be encouraged to be involved in the creation of projects, which 
they would be empowered to set up and run. This will foster a sense of pride, achievement and 
belonging. As well as increasing the opportunity for volunteering in the village. 

Frequent community use throughout the year 

The village centre would be set up so that it can be used 7 days a week, 52 weeks of the year. The 
Social Club side of the building and the community café would also be open to residents every day. 
The building will be a hive of activity with people coming and going to activities meeting friends at 
the Social Club or community café or just popping in to look at the notice boards. Grab a leaflet or 
just to relax in the well thought out communal areas in the grounds of the centre. Where dog 
walkers can also relax 


Criterion 2 — How will the project address inequality of access to services or activities? Is there a 
lack of similar facilities/services within your area? 


Evidence of how the lack of current facilities impacts the community 

Having to travel outside the village for family celebrations and get togethers. 

e Lack of communal space to meet up. 

Cambridgeshire Insight shows higher than average numbers of older residents in the 50 — 75 range 
and those with limited mobility - as Stretham is a rural village with poor transport links, having to 
travel outside of the village for services, help and advice is a big issue for the elderly and those 
without transport. 

No way of combating loneliness or isolation as there is no facilities or resources to offer solutions in 
the village. 
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The population of 2,003 (2018 figures from Cambridgeshire Insight) is growing quickly with the 
recent addition of the housing at Manor Farm, yet the village facilities are not improving at as 
mentioned are increasingly unsuitable as a Village Hall. 

How the community locally will benefit from having the project 

Feedback from the surveys that took place tell us that the residents feel that they will have the 
following benefits from having a village centre: 

e Promotes community 

e Gives Opportunities to get together both old and new community members 

e Useful to have a room in the village you can hire 

e Strengthens community 

e Provides an opportunity for residents to meet, bond and build relationships 

e Provides a resource to encourage activities 

e Very important to have a focal point for meetings in the centre of the village 

e Being able to do things closer to home 

e Having a reasonably priced venue for residents to access 

e Hub of the village 


Criterion 3 — How will the project incorporate local community involvement in its design and 
implementation (including formal groups such as parish councils)? 


The Parish Council is made up of elected residents some of whom having roots going back in the 
village for many generations. There are also councillors who are new to the village, this will enable 
a balanced approach by all to the project. 

Working with SWCLT (Stretham and Wilburton 

Community Land Trust — See more in Appendix 4), whose approach knits in well with the ethos 

of the village centre model, as the SWCLT is a community led housing organisation, the village 
centre will be a community led social empowerment and enablement project. 

We strongly believe that our proposal fits well with the Think Communities approach of building 
and strengthening a resilient community and the new Village Centre provides a place where people 
can feel safe, healthy, connected and able to help themselves and each other. 

The Village Centre project will reinforce the relationship between the Parish Council, the SWCLT 
and Stretham Village and act as a focal point for village activity. 

Evidence of working with the local community to deliver the project 

It is planned that a third consultation process would take place if this application is successful. 

This consultation process would include: 

1. Consultation with all village groups and organisations including the pupils at the primary school 
and attendees to the youth centre. 

2. A planning for real exercise at the annual village Feast Fayre where over 2,000 attendees (mostly 
village residents) will have a say in the design of the building and the landscaping. There will also 
be an opportunity to put ideas forward for activities that could take place in the centre, which 
residents will be empowered to run. With support if needed, following our sustainable “cultural” 
model. 

3. Strategies will be in to place to ensure it’s not just those who talk the loudest and most frequently 
that are heard in our consultation process. We will be inclusive, as a key purpose of this project is to 
reduce and prevent isolation and loneliness in the community. 

4. We will also use the Parish Council newsletter, that goes to all households in the village, to 
inform and update the community on the project and to constantly remind them of how they can 
communicate with the council their thoughts and wishes. 

5. If this project got the green light, very quickly the social club management committee would be 
formed from the local community who would start shaping the clubs identify and functions as well 
as fund raising for equipment to furnish the facility. Having the community involved from the start 
will empower the community, creating ownership and a robust, sustainable facility. 

6. The village drama group already have a management committee and so would also fund raise for 
any specialist equipment needed. 
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7. A management committee for the village centre would be formed made up of representatives of 
all the user group so that their voices are the ones directing the development and running of the 
building. This will ensure the centre is run by the community for the community. 

8. An art heritage project before the build would-be run-in order to create a collection of artworks — 
could be photos or sculpture etc or a mixture. The theme will be “Together we are strong”. The 
artwork would bring all ages and cultures of Stretham together to work on pieces to decorate the 
newly built centre, that reflect past and potential times when the village has worked together (i.e. 
current Covid 19 crises). This project will promote and recognise resilience in the community and a 
sense of place, a place where the community belongs, as its theirs. 


Criterion 4: What level of match funding is being, or will be achieved (noting that external match 
or match via community action will score higher than match from other CCC sources)? 


In addition to the funding from this application, we will fund the building as follows : 

A loan from the Public Works Loan Board for £640,000. We currently have an existing loan from 
PWLB, (for the current Parish Rooms) but this is nearly paid down and would be paid off before 
completion of this project. 

We have identified other sources of grants from which we expect to receive a total of £100,000 
grants 

Due to the success of the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust in building houses in 
Stretham, the Parish Council has received more than £50,000 in funding from the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds that have already been received and are help in a reserve account 
specifically for this project. 

We intend to hold a number of local fundraising initiatives to raise at least £10,000 towards the cost 
of the building and have sufficient reserves to cover any shortfall in the local funding. 

The existing Parish Rooms which have been shown to be not fit for purpose will be sold during this 
process, with an expected net income of £200,000 


B. Stakeholders / Partners 
Are you working with other organisations to deliver the project? Please provide details 


SWCLT as above and procurement of land needed. We have approached the SWCLT about the 
village centre project, They are very interested and have started investigating obtaining land near the 
site of the new village doctors surgery for the project. 

Youth Centre as an organisation can access the views and desires of the children and young people 
of the village to inform the management committee and Parish Council. 

Social Club — as above 
Community Café — a friends of the Community Café created to help with menus and form a body of 
volunteers to run the café 


C. Impact 
What difference to the community will this project make? How many people do you think will 
benefit as a result of the funding? 


Mental health services have historically developed around medical models of practice; typically 
involving referral of individuals that are thought to have mental health problems. For logistical 
reasons mental health services are unable to fully address the scale of need. Having a village centre 
that enables the community to run their own cultural projects that have been self-identified to 
address need will enhance the community’s ability to be resilient and self-educating. 

Having ownership of the project will enrich the community with a common goal promoting 
community cohesion by working together to create a positive outcome. 


D. Internal and External Factors 
What could have an impact on what you plan to do? 
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What are the key risks and how will you overcome them? 


Impacts : 

e Lack of funding 

e Lack of community engagement 
Risks : See Risks and Mitigation below 


Key Risks and Mitigation 

Risk Mitigation 

Insufficient Funding 

The project cannot proceed without the funding from the Community Capital Fund 

Initial Cost estimates 

Previous discussion with an Architect has given an indication of costs. Careful project control and 
early engagement with Architect and Quantity Surveyor will ensure costs are well understood 
Lack of community engagement 

Ensuring good communication on progress and opportunities will keep the community engaged. 
Having the cultural model in place will ensure a sense of ownership and belonging to the project 
from the start. 

Building Cost overruns 

A contingency amount is included within the building cost estimates. Careful project control will 
ensure we keep within budget. 

Inability to purchase suitable land 

A potential site has been located in conjunction with the SWCLT and is under consideration for the 
building location. The project cannot proceed without a suitable location 

Project Cashflow 

Milestone drawdowns from funding sources will ensure that funding is available at the right time for 
each phase of spending, keeping cashflow risks to a minimum. 


Appendix 1 : Requirements and Architect Brief for Stretham Village Centre 

(Note for Context: This Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 were provided to an architect in order to 
receive initial advice on feasibility of the Village Centre and to provide an indication of costs for the 
project) 

Stretham Parish Council are considering building a new Village Centre within the village to replace 
the current Parish Rooms which are not considered fit for purpose. 

We have already consulted the village through three separate surveys and the following 
requirements and brief are derived from the responses to the survey and other planning meetings. 
Separately, we are progressing with development of a business case for the new building and 
considering funding options. 

To assist with the business case and the plans, we require an initial architect drawing sufficient for 
us to obtain cost estimates. At a later stage we will commission the engagement for the final 
architect drawing and oversight of the building project. 

Building Requirements 

Main Hall, able to seat up to 150 people. To have a raised Stage at one end (ideally removable when 
not required), suitable for drama and similar performances. Floor of main hall must be suitable for 
exercise or dance classes. 

e Smaller meeting room 

e Catering standard kitchen 

e Social Club room, with shared bar 

e Function room, sharing bar with the Social Club. Can be used in conjunction with main hall for 
large functions 

e Toilets. Suitable facilities, including disabled toilets. 

e Storage facilities (at least 2 separate areas, one for Council, one for other regular users of the 
storage. To include storage space for folding table & stacked chairs to be used for functions 

e Clerk office, room for 2 desks and storage space for the Parish files 
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¢ Terrace / outdoor area attached to the main hall to allow events to spill out onto the terrace in good 
weather 

e Foyer area (near to the Clerk’s office) 

e Parking area for users coming by car 

e Boiler room / Cleaners’ closet 

e To have an eco-friendly / self-sustaining building which minimises operational running costs 

e A caretaker’s apartment, close to or attached to the Hall 

e An apartment suitable for letting out to visitors / tourists to generate income to cover costs of the 
Hall 

Options - Style 

We are considering a style that either: 

e Fits into a rural landscape; or 

e Is a clearly modern, iconic and distinctive building 

Deliverable results 

e An initial architect drawing sufficient for us to obtain cost estimates, in electronic form 

e A presentation of the drawing, concepts and ideas to the Council 


Appendix 2 : Sketch Drawing of Village Centre 


Appendix 3 : Financing details 

This section sets out the estimated total capital costs of the building, and the funding sources 
providing the capital for the construction, including the contribution requested under this 
application. 


Building Capital Costs Amount Description 

Land Purchase £ 100,000 Purchase/Consideration for land to site the building 
Building ground floor £ 960,000 Main hall, Community Centre, Social Club 
Building First Floor £ 240,000 Caretaker flat, flat to let 

Fitout £ 200,000 fixtures and fittings 


Total Costs £ 1,500,000 

Funding Sources 

Public Works Loan £ 640,000 Loan from Public Works Loan Board 

Community Capital Fund £ 500,000 Grant from Community Capital Fund (this application) 


Grants & funding £ 100,000 Grants from other local sources 
CIL Funds £ 50,000 Available CIL funds held on account by Stretham Council 
Reserves & Local Fund raising 

£ 10,000 Funds from Council reserves and village fund-raising vents 
Sale of Parish Rooms £ 200,000 Sale of the existing Parish Rooms building 
Total Funding £ 1,500,000 


The funding would be required at set milestones as detailed below. These milestones and figures are 
subject to discussion with other funding sources such as the PWLB. 


Milestone Amount Purpose 
On signature £ 20,000 Architect fees, Planning Application, Legal fees 
Planning approval £ 50,000 Planning, Design, Deposits, Quantity Survey 


Land purchase Agreement 
£ 100,000 Land purchase 


Building Start £ 200,000 Building Phase 1 
Building Phase 1 Complete £ 130,000 Building Phase 2 
Total £ 500,000 


In addition to the capital cost estimates of the project, we have done a number of models of the 
income model for the Village Centre and estimate annual expenditure of approximately £85,000 per 
annum, covering Utilities, Maintenance, wages and PWLB repayments. This would be covered by 
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net income contributions from the use of the rented flat, plus use of the facilities, including Social 
Club, Community Café, the Main Hall and the Meeting Rooms. 


Appendix 4 : Stretham Parish Council relationship with Stretham and Wilburton Community 
Land Trust 

The Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust (SWCLT) was setup in 2011 by the Stretham 
and Wilburton villages, making it Cambridgeshire’s first Community Land Trust. 

The aim of the SWCLT is to give the people who live or work in the villages more say over how to 
develop locally and in ways that could benefit the whole community. 

SWCLT has so far delivered 23 affordable homes in the Manor park development in Stretham and 
has recently submitted outline planning application for a 115 home development at Camp’s Field of 
which 35 are affordable homes. 

The Stretham Parish Council has been a strong supporter of SWCLT and has provided funds to 
SWCLT to cover costs of architect fees and planning as well as taking over ownership, management 
and insurance of open areas of the Manor Farm development such as the green spaces and play 
park. 

The buildings of the SWCLT have generated CIL funding for Stretham in excess of £50,000 which 
we will be putting towards the Village Centre project. 

In addition, we are working with the SWCLT to secure a suitable site for the Village Centre. 

The ongoing collaboration between the Stretham Parish Council and SWCLT clearly demonstrates 
how we work with, within and for the benefit of the local community and we strongly believe that 
our proposal fits well with the Think Communities approach of building and strengthening a 
resilient community. 

The Village Centre project will reinforce the relationship between the Parish Council, the SWCLT 
and Stretham Village and act as a focal point for village activity. 


More information on SWCLT is available at https://www.strethamwilburtonclt.co.uk/ 





2020 05 10 EM 
I have now been sent a copy of the Stretham Parish Council application to the County Council in 
respect of a Community Hall. I am concerned at a number of statements and omissions 


The Council states 

There is no possibility of improving our existing village hall that was built in the 1870’s and 
modernised in the 1960’s due to: Not being able to provide a car park - there is no room for one. 
Not able to increase the size of the hall - there is no room for expansion. 


However they did not mention that there is a large area of unused land adjacent to the existing 
Parish Hall including a former Tithe barn. This has the potential to provide an extension to the 
existing facility with adequate car parking in the centre of the village. The Council does not mention 
that it owns a Pavilion on the Recreation Ground that has been a financial liability for years: 


The Parish Council Newsletter for June 2016 reported 

For a number of years, the Parish Council has been looking at ways to improve the financial income 
to the Pavilion (SSRC — Stretham Sports and Recreation Centre) at the Recreation Ground. The 
Council inherited the Pavilion and SSRC as a charity from a defunct trust. Currently, the Parish 
Council receives rent from Stretham Sporting FC and Stretham FC but this income does not come 
close to covering the expenditure which includes the insurance, the caretaker’s fees to clean the 
building and the utilities. The main room at the Pavilion can also be hired out as the WI does on a 
monthly basis. The fact that the Pavilion is a financial burden to the Parish Council has been raised 
a number of times at audit. The Parish Council fully supports keeping the facility open for sporting 
uses however must look at ways to increase income if the venue is to remain open. 


The Parish Council sought the views of the community on potential uses to mitigate the losses the 
Council incurs. The idea of a Community Café was investigated however a suitable person to take 
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this on could not be found. The provision of a child-care nursery has been suggested by a local 
family and the Council completed a Feasibility study to ascertain if this would be possible. All 
indications are positive that by extending the Pavilion building to increase floor space and then 
letting the improved pavilion to the nursery at a commercial rent, the Pavilion will be profitable and 
enable the Council to keep the pavilion changing rooms open for the use of visiting sports teams. 


The Council instructed Architects to draw up floor plans and a local builder has provided an initial 
costing. Negotiations are progressing well and the Council are now at the stage of instructing 
solicitors to draw up Heads of Terms for the extension to the Pavilion and commercial lease of the 
building and communicating plans to the village. The scheme was rejected as too expensive. The 
building continues to be a financial liability and largely unused. 


There are in addition meeting places in the School, Youth Club Hall, the Bowls Pavilion and the 
Conservatory at the Red Lion which, pre-Covid, was regularly used by a Tuesday Group of 
residents for coffee and meetings. 


The Council’s preferred site for a hall is at the very edge of the village as part of a development 
promoted by the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust whose Chairman is a member of 
the Parish Council. That development promised a Doctor’s Surgery and buildings for light industry, 
neither of which have been constructed. Residents of the new Manor Farm Estate have petitioned 
the Parish Council against a Community Hall in their area even though no details have been made 
public 


A Parish Council minute from August 2020 reads: 

Councillor Saunt had been asked to raise the issue of the adverts and information in the Village 
Newsletter in the August addition. Why has the Youth Club a full-page advert when information 
regarding the Councils committees has been squeezed into less than half a page and is difficult to 
read. Surely it is more important than an advert. Does the Council not wish residents to know who 
does what? 

I attach a couple of photos, one showing the area adjacent to the Parish Hall, the other the Pavilion 
on the Recreation Ground. I've added a third showing a detail of the roof of the Parish Hall; it was 
taken in October 2020 and remains unrepaired. 


an Phillips 

2020 05 10 

to me 

Thanks Mike for your email. 

The Parish Council applied for a grant towards the cost of a new village hall which has been 
approved by the County Council. Whilst there may be other options that the Parish Council could 
explore, they have opted for a new build - I can't comment on whether or not that is the right 
decision for the village, but would expect that the parish council has considered all of the options in 
its planning. 

I would recommend contacting Richard Nuttal again and discussing with him, if you haven't 
already. 

Best wishes, 

Tan 

Tan Phillips 

Head of Communities and Partnerships Integration 

To Ian Phillips 

thank you; I have noted that you are aware of what might have been regarded as misrepresentations 
in the application, 


2021 06 04 
Council accused of violating ‘principle of democratic consent” faces confidence vote 
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An unusual — if not extraordinary — attempt to oust an entire parish council culminates in a parish 
poll on June 10. More than 1,000 villagers in Wilburton will be asked to endorse or reject 
confidence in the nine councillors. It follows the results of a survey in 2020 that showed a majority 
of villagers opposed a complex housing proposal by the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land 
Trust. Outline planning for 115 homes at Camps Field is being considered under a scheme drawn 
up by the trust in conjunction with Laragh Homes and endorsed (at the time) by the Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Combined Authority. Eighty homes — including five self-build plots — are 
included with 35 additional homes being described as ‘affordable’. It is also backed by East Cambs 
Trading Company, the commercial arm of East Cambridgeshire District Council. Despite their own 
survey opposing the scheme, the parish council endorsed support for the scheme — prompting an 
outcry from protest group Save Wilburton from Overdevelopment. And at the annual parish council 
meeting last month, and on a majority vote of 18-2, a parish poll was supported. Save Wilburton 
from Over Development says their group is concerned about lack of democracy and accountability. 
Their spokesperson said: “Wilburton Parish Council asked our community a question in a survey - 
do you want 115 houses built at Camps Field by Laragh Homes? “The community responded - it 
very clearly said ‘no thank you’”. The spokesperson recalled that the survey received 179 responses, 
from 99 households: 102 strongly opposed, 33 opposed, 11 neither opposed nor were in favour, 16 
in favour, 17 strongly in favour. “The parish council decided that the 33 who were ‘in favour’ 
represented our community, rather than the 135 who ‘opposed’”, said the spokesperson. “We feel 
this violates the principle of democratic consent. “That is why a vote of no confidence was called, 
and why it passed 18-2 at the full-room annual parish meeting.” The group says it is run by no 
individual, receives no backing from any individual, and is beholden to no one. It says: “The issues 
are important for our village. Democracy matters. Consent matters. Community matters. “We all 
love Wilburton. Save Wilburton thinks that the Camps Field plan will harm our village, but most 
importantly, we believe in democracy, accountability, transparency and consent. “It is the purpose 
of the parish poll (to be held on Thursday 10th, 4pm-9pm) to allow Wilburton to have its voice 
heard.” The group says it has been “disappointed and saddened” by personal attacks on a village 
Facebook group. They point out that the right for 10 (or more) electors to call a parish poll is 
enshrined in the Local Government Act 1975. “This Act is there so that communities can address 
questions relating to democratic consent in a proper fashion,” it says. The parish council says 
simply that “there was a vote of no confidence at the annual parish meeting and this is the poll that 
was demanded”. And they reminded residents that everyone on the electoral roll can vote. The 
parish council is made up of an employed clerk and nine volunteer councillors. Last year Charles 
Roberts, who chairs the CLT, said: “We have engaged, we have held exhibits and the community 
has helped shape these plans. “This will be a high-quality development with a focus on green space 
and amenities that the whole village can enjoy.” Mr Roberts is a former leader of East Cambs 
Council and until last month was the £56,400 a year part-time housing adviser to former Mayor 
James Palmer. But he has remained “passionate in defending the SWCLT because I know what is at 
stake here”. He said: “Local, often young people, are being failed by the housing system and forced 
out of the place they call home through no fault of their own. Mr Roberts believes the opposing 
group has staged a “concerted attempt to torpedo these CLT homes by any means”. 


2021 06 11 

Where now for Wilburton? 

The question uppermost in most villagers minds after a parish poll failed to offer a vote of 
confidence in its parish council. Just under a third of villagers voted in the June 10 poll, deciding by 
a narrow margin against the parish council. 

The question was posed as to whether the village “has confidence that the current Wilburton parish 
council acts in a way that is democratic, accountable and transparent”. 

The poll was called following the results of a survey last year and subsequent decision by the parish 
council to support the Camps Field housing development. The polling station at St Peters Hall in 
Wilburton opened at 4pm and closed at 9pm. The verification/count venue was at St Peters Hall in 
Wilburton. Verification was completed, and the turnout was announced as 30.03 per cent,” said a 
statement from East Cambs Council that oversaw the poll. 

At 9.40pm, the deputy counting officer for East Cambs Council, Emma Grima, declared the result. 
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*The total number of ballot paper counted was 310. 

*The number of votes cast in favour of a YES was 148. 

*The number of votes cast in favour of NO was 160. 

*The total number of rejected ballot papers rejected was 2. 

“The question has been rejected,” she announced. 

Save Wilburton from Overdevelopment, the group that backed the call for a poll, said in a statement 
afterwards: “Wilburton Parish Poll Vote of No Confidence passed. 

“A majority felt that Wilburton Parish Council has not acted in a democratic, accountable and 
transparent manner.” At the heart of the issue is whether the parish council (already depleted in 
numbers) was right to back the 115 homes proposed for Camps Field — that includes community 
land trust housing - despite their own survey showing opposition to it. 

The parish council survey received 179 responses, from 99 households with 135 opposed to it and 
only 33 in favour. 

The council wrote to East Cambs Council supporting the scheme. 

“The councillors of Wilburton parish council discussed the application and are unanimously in 
favour of the application,” was their verdict in an email to the district council last May. That 
decision led to a vote of no confidence being passed at the annual parish meeting in April of this 
year. The formal parish poll yesterday followed. 

Outline planning for Camps Field is being considered under a scheme drawn up by the community 
land trust in conjunction with Laragh Homes and was endorsed by the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Combined Authority. Although the parish council has no direct say in whether the 
scheme will be approved, the essence of community land trust developments is that they must show 
evidence of local support. Former East Cambs Council leader Charles Roberts chairs the Stretham 
and Wilburton Community Land Trust (SWCLT) and has been a major campaigner to win over the 
village. Indeed, part of his remit in his most recent role — that of the £54,000 a year, four day a 
week housing adviser to former mayor James Palmer — was to develop the community land trust 
model. SWCLT has told East Cambs Council that it is satisfied the scheme was initiated by, and is 
being led by, a “legitimate local community group” and has “general community support, with 
evidence of meaningful public engagement”. With the results of a parish survey and a parish poll 
now in, that contention looks seriously challenged. 

An eve of poll leaflet circulated around the village was headed ‘Make Wilburton Nice Again!”. That 
may not, judging by the social media comments in recent hours, be anytime soon. Save Wilburton 
from over development believes that fresh elections are needed for the parish council. They believe 
these "are likely to hold the promise of community reconciliation and provide a better grounds for 
democratic consent regarding decisions about the future of our community. "We would hope that if 
new elections took place, a representative group with lots of diverse opinions would put themselves 
forward, and then would be better placed to help the village come together and put all this 
regrettable upset behind us." Ely Standard online 


2021 06 28 ES 

Residents resist housing estate that like Topsy keeps on growing 

It was hailed by the then housing minister Kit Malthouse as a “great example of community led 
development funded by smart land value capture”. But that was three years ago. A fourth phase of 
the community land trust development at Stretham looks more problematic and is coming under 
increasing scrutiny. 

Laragh Homes, land owners Peterhouse College, and the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land 
Trust came together seven years ago to deliver the first homes. But some residents now living there 
feel that not all the early promises are being delivered. 

There has been delays over relocating the GP surgery to the Manor Farm estate. And concerns have 
been raised about poorly maintained roads through the estate and the noise and disturbance caused 
by expanding the number of homes. A year after an application was submitted for a further 15 open 
market homes and six community land trust homes, East Cambridgeshire District Council is yet to 
decide it. 
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Kay Walsh is a resident at Manor Farm and believes the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land 
trust (SWCLT) has been “less than truthful about life on this development”. She said: “We have 
several issues with them the most important being that the main road through the development has 
not been built to an adoptable standard.” 

Mrs Walsh says that have contacted the SWCLT chairman, former council leader Charles Roberts, 
and claims he “tried to dismiss our claims but highways have confirmed the truth”. 

She says phase four could finally see the GP centre built together with a new £1.5m village centre 
but these would require access over an unadopted road through the estate. 

“The CLT affordable housing will potentially have to foot the bill for maintenance of a road used by 
1000s of visitors to the GP surgery,” she said. “From Manor Farm's perspective we feel like the 
SWCLT and planning are not being transparent or taking the road issues into account. The new 
phase also requires the main spine road to cross a public footpath with no plans in place to show 
how this will be done. It feels like a disaster waiting to happen with the path being regularly used 
by cyclists and dog walkers.” 

County highways supports that claim, telling the district council last November that “the layout of 
the site is not suitable for adoption due to the widths of the internal roads and proposed layout”. 
They, too, agree the site to be accessed from Manor Farm development crosses a footpath which has 
a public right of way. And this requires a resolution. But that’s not the only complaint. 

One resident told the council they moved into their homes at Petersfield in 2017 and for over three 
years have had “noise and machinery disturbance from building activity and plant machinery 
movement”. 

The resident says machines can start daily at 8am, including Saturdays and occasionally even on 
Sunday, and “the house often shakes”. 

There is anger, too, over unsurfaced roads with raised manholes preventing discharge of rain water. 
“Tt just runs down the street, taking the mud with it: the pathways are incomplete too,” says the 
resident. They fear with phase four they could be in for another two years of disturbance and 
incomplete roadways. 

“The fourth phase was not in the planning” the resident pointed out to planners, inviting them to 
find an alternative access to any extension of the development. I pay my council tax and a large fee 
to the community land trust for maintenance of an unsightly mess and I am fed up with it,” the 
resident added. 

Another resident told planners; “When we bought our house the plans stated a development of 75 
homes in three phases, which is what we now have. No mention was made of further houses being 
added.” 

Manor Farm Residents Association says they were told last September that surfacing of Petersfield 
would be “completed imminently”. But the association says nothing has happened. “Many residents 
have had punctures and tyre damages," says the association. “Each month we have asked Laragh 
when the road will be surfaced. Their stock answer is ‘imminently’.. Dissatisfied with this 
repetitive answer we contacted highways and discovered that the road will not be adopted as it is not 
to adoptable standard.” 

Laragh Homes says the current development will conclude with 79 houses, 23 of which will 
affordable homes owned and managed by SWCLT. The original proposal was for 50 homes, some 
small commercial units and a GP surgery, amenity space including a new village green and an 
extension to the existing cemetery to the north of the site. 

“The delivery of the GP surgery was reliant on NHS funding secured through a local GP practice” it 
says. “The NHS have requested a larger facility to meet future health needs and this could not be 
secured within the timeframe of the first two phases. The proposed location for these facilities has 
been relocated to a larger site to the north of Plantation Gate, which now has outline planning 
permission. The planning application for the release of the reserved matters for the GP surgery & 
commercial units will follow once NHS funding has been secured.” 

Laragh says through negotiation with local landowners the CLT was able to secure additional land 
to the east of Sennitt Way and this became Phase 3 of development, now under construction. 

Next will be phase four that will include six affordable rented homes with the 15 market homes 
funding them. 
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2021 07 01 ES 

Ex-mayor’s s £100k homes utopian dream in tatters 

Former mayor James Palmer’s £100k homes scheme — vetoed by his successor - lay in ruins tonight 
after it was revealed that the first eight to be built remain empty. 

Completed before Christmas, not one of the properties at Fordham is occupied. Palmer’s successor, 
Dr Nik Johnson, remains perplexed but unable to discover why hold-ups have prevented anyone 
from moving in. Dr Johnson has scrapped any future £100k homes, saying he has always 
“struggled to understand the model”. 

My investigations show that banks and building societies might be struggling with the concept, too, 
since I understand all the delays have been due to conveyancing issues. I have spent weeks trying to 
interview the first occupants of the Fordham homes, following a promise made at the beginning of 
last year by Palmer’s former housing adviser, Charles Roberts. Mr Roberts said the first new owners 
of the £100,000 one-bed flats at Fordham would move in by Christmas and he planned to invite me 
to interview them. However, when Mayor Palmer left office in May — taking Mr Roberts with him — 
no call or contact with any of the lucky eight purchasers had been arranged. Those eight had been 
selected, on merit, from a list of more than 200 initial applicants. On June 21, I again asked the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority (CAPCA) if anyone moved into the 
Fordham homes. It took until today for a response — and an apology for the delay in responding. 
“T'm sorry for the delay in replying to your emails,” said a CAPCA spokesperson. “Please accept 
my apologies.” The spokesperson confirmed that “you are correct -to date no one has moved into 
£100k Homes at Fordham. And the spokesperson added: “we are trying to find out what the hold-up 
might be”. Other £100k homes in the pipeline will be allowed to complete — including four at the 
former Alexander House office complex in Ely. Mayor Dr Johnson said: I will look at how we can 
move forward with the existing parts of the project that are beyond recall, and look to deliver those 
houses that exist in one form or another. But I want to curtail the process quickly so that I can look 
at other ways to deliver socially affordable housing.” 

Mayor Palmer had promised expansion of the £100k homes model whereby first-time buyers could 
get on the housing ladder with a formula to ensure an equitable split of profits when people sell up 
and move. Labour criticised the £100K Homes policy, arguing that the need for affordable housing 
in the county ran into the thousands. Labour said that “the waiting list for houses in Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough is over two thousand families. At a rate of two houses per year, it would take Mr 
Palmer’s £100k scheme one thousand years to house these families”. The party also said £8 million 
in loans were taken for the building of these £100K homes from the precious £100 million central 
government funding intended for the building of two thousand affordable homes in Cambridgeshire. 
“No wonder that the government blocked £45 million and potentially prevented one thousand new 
affordable homes because- as they wrote to Mr Palmer — the value for money of the programme he 
is running has failed the test of good use of public money.” 

Mr Palmer had argued that Labour were “scared to death of the £100K Home policy because when 
they used to be a party of the working class, they used to put forward policies that help the working 
class. Now they are a party of the rich liberal elite, they have completely lost touch with what the 
other people, working people, need”. He added: “£100k Homes are the homes that our people want 
and need and the policy that we have had over the last 20-30 years, the national policy, simply 
hasn’t delivered what the people need.” 

The Fordham flats form part of a much larger housing scheme at the Rayners Green estate. At a 
topping out ceremony last year, Mr Palmer said: “This is a truly momentous occasion, the birth of 
the first £100K homes.” 


2021 07 06 

Email to Bill Hunt, 

Whilst walking through Manor Farm Estate I noticed a planning notice about the conversion of a 
garage. I read in the Ely Standard of proposals to build a number of houses in a field nearby. 

Is there a notice about this anywhere? 


2012 07 07 
Bill Hunt 
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09:47 (48 minutes ago) 

Dear Mike, Thanks for your email which I have forwarded to the ECDC Planning department. I am 
requesting them to send you details of how to access the Planning portal and to find out details of all 
Planning applications. 

I believe you may be asking about application 21/00729/FUL (Newmarket Road). I will ask the 
officer concerned to contact you directly by email as I believe a decision has been issued. 

You are welcome to telephone me on 01353 663732 as I work from home about 50% of the time. 


2021 07 07 

to Bill Hunt 

thank you; I do keep an eye on the online site 

However the issue here is whether there had been proper public announcements of the planning 
application. I have seen no notices about the application in the vicinity of the development. 

I believe it was issued in the name of Stretham Parish Council and two others but despite a Freedom 
of Information request the Clerk can provide no minutes, nor any correspondence. She does state 
that there were no financial payments involved. I have seen nothing on the Parish Council Notice 
Board. 

This puzzles me; you know the system far better than I - can you give me your personal assurance 
that all correct procedures have been followed. 

Given the history of this particular application and the close involvement of members of both Parish 
and District Councils I would like to ensure that I keep as clear a record as possible for future 
researchers . 

2021 07 07 

Bill Hunt 

having checked your message, no it was not the haulage depot to which I was referring but the 
extension of the Manor Farm Estate. 


2021 07 14 ES 

There is no argument that England football captain Harry Kane has become one of the most well- 
known athletes in the world. But for one namesake who moved to the Fens, sporting prominence on 
the global stage was already on the horizon. 


Harry Kane, thought not to be related to the Three Lions’ skipper, was one of a number of Jewish 
children who evacuated to Cambridgeshire after the Second World War, many of those living in 
Stretham. “Harry lived on Short Road and we went to school together,” John Baylis, who lived near 
Harry, said. “He went to Stretham primary school then to Soham Grammar School, but I did not see 
him much after then.” 

Born in London to an Orthodox Jewish family, Harry’s mother and younger brother were both 
killed in a house fire when he was 10 years-old. 

After moving to Stretham to live with Alfred and Gladys Reeves, Harry made his mark at Soham 
Grammar School in athletics as he began to take part in inter-county competitions. “Harry went to 
the school where he is remembered as an excellent sportsman,” Cambridgeshire historian Mike 
Petty said. 

“He took part in the school athletics in 1947, beating Robert Norman of Haddenham.” Robert 
Norman sometimes ran in events alongside Harry, who was in the same house as him at Soham 
Grammar School after first meeting each other on the school bus. “He was a normal lad, nothing 
extraordinary but strong,” Robert recalled. “He used to race in the cross-country event and we 
raced against your age group. He probably assisted me with points at school championships. He 
was a keen competitor and compared to the current Harry Kane, I think he would have the same 
demeanour.” 

Having been spotted while at Hackney Downs School in London, Harry then went onto compete at 
international competitions, and with it came success. In 1952, he won the 120 and 200-yard hurdles 
events at the British Athletic Championships, followed by victory in the 400m hurdles at the 
Maccabiah Games in Israel in a record time of 50.50 seconds. His record-breaking feats did not stop 
there, though. Aged 21, Harry was in action at the British Athletics Championships in the 440-yard 
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hurdles event in 1954, setting a British record and came second at the British Empire and 
Commonwealth Games the same year. 

“Harry Kane returned to Stretham several times to visit the couple with whom he was evacuated,” 
Mike said. “One such visit was reported in the Ely Standard for September 1955, shortly after 
success in an international athletics match against France at Bordeaux.” Harry’s brother, Gerry, also 
came to visit the area. 

Les Gotobed was one resident who knew Harry and used to keep an eye on his progress. "John 
knew him and we went up the road to watch Harry hurdle jumping on the television,” he said. “He 
was a tall fella’ with dark hair. Everybody knew everybody then; as soon as you got a stranger in 
the village, you asked who they were. “Harry said ‘hello’ to you when he went by. The evacuees 
knew nothing about the village and kept themselves to themselves.” 

Perhaps one of Harry’s greatest achievements was representing Great Britain at the 1956 Olympic 
Games in Melbourne, competing in the 400m hurdles. 

After winning silver in the 200m hurdles, he then won the 400m hurdles at the Maccabiah Games a 
year later. But the skills he learnt and his persona towards others while at school were important on 
his path towards sporting glory. 

“He integrated into the school fairly well, he wasn’t bullied; he looked after himself,” Robert said. 
Harry was not short on intelligence, either, according to Les, who said if you went to grammar 
school, “in that day, you had to be pretty good to go there.” 

A friendly man away from the track, Harry moved away from Cambridgeshire as his athletics career 
progressed, but he did not fail to leave a lasting impression. “He was quite good at football and must 
be around 85-90 years-old,” John said. “When we had sports days in the village, he won the 
running and hurdle races; he was a nice lad.” 

What memories do you have of British Olympic hurdler Harry Kane and his links to 
Cambridgeshire? Share your photos and stories by emailing Daniel.Mason @archant.co.uk. 





2021 08 03 

Caravans arrive at Stretham Recreation Ground 

Around 17 caravans have been spotted on Stretham Recreation Ground, less than 24 hours after an 
illegal encampment was moved on from Waterbeach. East Cambridgeshire District Council’s 
housing and community advice service said it is working with the parish council and have provided 
the encampment with dustbin bags. A Stretham Parish Council spokesperson said: “There are 
currently around 17 caravans. “The parish council has instructed a bailiff company and they have 
been on site with the police." The spokesperson said today (Tuesday) the encampment was still in 
place despite being given until Monday evening to leave or the bailiff company would do so. Ely 
Tigers Rugby Club reported that caravans have been spotted at their ground on Downham Road this 
evening. It is unclear whether the caravans are linked to the encampment in Waterbeach. ES 


2021 10 03 Cambs Times online 

A council leader described former metro mayor James Palmer’s housing policies as “a complete 
and utter disaster”. 

Cllr Bridget Smith, leader of South Cambridgeshire District Council, said she didn’t hold officers of 
the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority (CAPCA) responsible. They are 
responsible to politicians. Her criticism came as housing director Roger Thompson said that after 
March 31, 2022, the government “had no current affordable housing funding support” for combined 
authorities. He said: “Without a funding source it is probably fair to say that the prospects for the 
combined authority engaging and influencing the affordable housing market beyond March 2022 
are severely limited”. 

Cllr Smith said devolution was sold partly on the basis of £100m for affordable housing. 

Describing the loss of a third of that, she told mayor Dr Nik Johnson: “It is a scandal mayor and I 
would appeal to you there needs to be proper investigation how this scandal occurred.” “It is a 
disgrace and it is very difficult for me to explain to my residents how £26m was lost, meant to be 
housing for them.” 

She said many of those in South Cambs — people for instance working at Addenbrooke’s - could not 
afford to live locally. Having to live miles away and commute was damaging to their health. 
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Cllr Chris Boden said that in Fenland lives had been “transformed” by affordable housing that had 
been provided. He told Cllr Smith: “With respect your area is the least deprived area in the whole 
of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough”. Cambridge City Council leader Lewis Herbert, accused the 
former mayor James Palmer of putting £40m into a ‘revolving loans’ policy without government 
approval. He described as “stupid” the loan to Laragh Homes to build flats in Forehill, Ely, despite 
four earmarked as affordable. Hunts Council leader Ryan Fuller accepted the term scandal was 
appropriate for what had happened “but the biggest scandal is nothing to come next”. 

East Cambs Council leader Anna Bailey said a much criticised £40m revolving loan fund brought in 
by the former mayor was “still doing its job and could still be doing its job”. 

She accused critics of “political manoeuvring” and invited them to consider the damage they were 
causing to CAPCA’s reputation and this has been a complete and utter disaster, a fiasco,” she said. 


2021 10 08 Stretham Residents Facebook Group 

Just wondered what you think about the proposed new Village Centre? It’s going to be built at 
Manor Farm on the Plantation Gate side. It’s going to be huge and cost £1.5 million to build with 
approx. £85k maintenance/running costs per year, that’s like £1600 per week, just wondering how 
it’s going to generate that sort of money? 

... They should be having a consultation with the community, but not see anything. if the costs 
above are true. Then yes going to be hard to hot the running cost target of £1600 per week. you 
would need a few clubs using the place everyday and booked up for events every weekend. 

... appendix 3 of the funding applications states, “In addition to the capital cost estimates of the 
project, we have done a number of models of the income model for the Village Centre and estimate 
annual expenditure of approximately £85,000 per annum, covering Utilities, Maintenance, wages 
and PWLB repayments.’ _https://strethampc.org.uk/.../Stretham-Parish-Council... 





2021 10 11 

A similar post to the Strethambay Facebook Group brought much more response. This is a brief 
selection; a fuller record is at SN323 

Stretham Community Centre comment 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162239757705306/permalink/93 185893074338 1/ 

Just wondered what you think about the proposed new Village Centre? 

It’s going to be built at Manor Farm on the Plantation Gate side. It’s going to be huge and cost £1.5 
million to build with approx. £85k maintenance/running costs per year, that’s like £1600 per week, 
just wondering how it’s going to generate that sort of money? 

I applied to be a Councillor last year but unfortunately , and as I was the only person to apply within 
the specified time scale, the council decided to open the date further and invite someone to join, 
then proceeded to let me know I was unsuccessful. I would have preferred to be told I wasn’t 
suitable rather than the underhanded way in which they concluded their decision. What a shame 
they continue to conduct business behind closed doors, failing to provide adequate information on 
the website and in the meeting minutes, therefore residents feel they are inadequately informed. 
What a shame they failed to consult the whole village re the Village Centre, like the said they would 
back in March as mention in the March minutes. 

... What a shame there aren’t more people with your knowledge posting here in support of the PC. 
And what an even bigger shame the PC aren’t in touch with such strong feelings of the residents of 
Stretham. 

... Interesting how many councillors are reading these comments, by them liking your comment, but 
not publically offering any explanations to the queries from the people they are meant to represent 
... My complaint email was responded to but in my view not resolved but they’re clearly happy to 
just acknowledge my points and note them. Rather disappointing to be honest but I didn’t expect 
any better. I have no faith in them, not from the start and not now, which is such a shame. 

... I'm new to Stretham bay, but not to the village, having lived here since 1976. I'm so saddened 
and appalled by some, although not all, of the recent remarks directed at our SPC. ... Our Parish 
Councillors are not some remote group of Whitehall mandarins, cocooned from the real world, they 
are Stretham villagers, just like us, next door neighbours maybe or friends. Some, I know, were born 
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and bred in the village, but regardless of how long they've lived here, they have a common bond and 
that is to volountarily serve this village. They deserve our support, not brickbats and abuse. 
Touching briefly on the question of the new village centre, and do we need one, yes, we certainly do 
and the obvious site is Manor Farm. There is no place in the village for such a building, the 
recreation ground is a rare and precious green public space and should surely stay that way. Yes it 
does sound a lot of money but we deserve a lovely building and planned and developed with the 
latest technology, it will cut down on running costs such as heating/lighting. And on that subject, I 
wonder if ... could enlarge on her projected approx. runnimg cpsts of £1,600 per week.. If she 
didn't calculate these figures, maybe she would be kind enough to tell us who did. Also to the lady 
who questioned the need for such a building in a village with only one shop, pub, etc, the existing 
residents and newcomers, many more expected in the near future need better and bigger amenities, 
and nothing wrong with small commercial units. I'm sure there are artisans and entrepreneurs in our 
midst who would jump at the opportunity to have a small business in their home village. Imagine 
buying freshly baked bread then calling in at the coffee shop for a cuppa and a good old chat. I've 
seen this working so well in other villages. What's not to like!! Warm welcome to all newcomers 

. the figure of £85k per annum was in a funding application by the parish council last year. I don’t 
know if that’s the latest estimate of running costs. It is a lot of money but it’s not a problem if it can 
be covered by the centre’s income. If the council could provide some of the evidence and 
reassurances that this can amount of money can be raised per year, that would be great, otherwise it 
could fall on local taxpayers to fill the gap. 
... L understood from a parish councillor that they had not put forward any figures, which is the 
reason for me querying it. I shall contact them on Monday and try to clarify what may be my 
misunderstanding 
... It all sounds wonderful doesn’t it? Fresh baked bread and even pastries, a coffee in the cafe, Ia 
modern purpose built building for the village residents etc, I welcome this, very much so as 
something is needed for the village to bring it out of the 50’s! In answer to your question directed at 
me, if you take a look at the proposals by the Stretham parish council you will see that THEY have 
projected £85k per year running costs. Now, I got my calculator out and divided that figure by 52, 
which is the amount of weeks we have in one year, and it threw out a figure of over £1600 per 
week. It’s a lot of money, isn’t it? And doesn’t seem right, so I am really mystified too?! Could you 
tell me why you believe it should be on built on manor farm, I’d be interested to hear your 
opinion/thoughts? I would happily support the parish councillors, as I truly believe, like you, that 
they are humans trying to do their best, and on a voluntary basis too, which is commendable. 
Unfortunately I, and others here, do not have faith in them, not anymore. Unfortunately they have 
lost their way, let’s say shall we? Unfortunately I haven’t, and by reading some of the posts here, 
nor have others, been treated with respect by them. 
... I do feel though, Stretham does need to be dragged, kicking and screaming, out of its 50’s era 
now, I mean come on we’re in 2021 and we all use computers, smart phones and THE CLOUD! 
... I'm not sure of anything as it seems lots we do not know goes on within the council. However 
they’re the figures provided. Here are some. [table not copied] I agree projects take time and can 
suck up money. Which is why Id rather the parish council not gamble more of our council tax on 
things which they have not consulted the residents on also stuff which people on the council clearly 
have no experience of, like renting fields. 
.... I myself served on a sub division of the parish council for the comeback of the feast "the feast 
comittee" and during my time on this although many years ago the attitude was the same, I was 
young and hungry for change and making the village better. 99% of the ideas I came up with were 
denied any chance mostly because of costs , but then a few on the committee whom were serving 
parish councillors came up with ideas costing ridiculous amounts of money provided by "friends" 
and.... guess what's fund's were available. It seems to me the PC is still very much the same as back 
then, that there is a minority calling the shots and what they want goes. Myself and others often got 
involved to try and make the village a better place for the young etc. But it seems that all the village 
want is the so called "youthclub" 
... I was on the committee that worked very hard to get the present building on the recreation field 
surely it would be sensible to expand this facility as all main services are already there 
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... On the face of it, it may sound like a good plan to extend present building, but if you look at the 
plans, the new design, which looks great, would take a very big chunk of lovely green space. I really 
think we need that green there. The main services will, of course, be present on Manor Farm. I think 
having all the new houses and new building including surgery together in one place males sense. 

... What Surgery? There are no plans submitted or being submitted for a long time for that 

... There’s a lovely field on manor farm that I think we need for agricultural purposes and peace and 
quiet than a monstrosity of a money eating building! Land should be sold or reused in the village in 
a central location for the much needed village centre. The recreation grounds need to be close or 
next to it too. 

... I'm no longer resident in my home village of Stretham, however I’m following this post with 
interest, and I have to say disbelief at some of the things I’m reading! ... I am absolutely certain that 
... Knows more about Stretham then you ever will. I believe that applies to myself also, as in all my 
years of living in Stretham I cannot think of any “land in a central location” for the much needed 
Village Centre. If you believe otherwise, do kindly update us all as clearly I have missed 
something? 

... I would welcome responses from the Councillors themselves, ideally, but they seem not to want 
to take the time to answer residents questions here. Shame. I posted a simple series of questions, 
that is all, and wow, the response has been huge, not in support of the PC I might add. 

In answer to your question, as I’m an outsider, I don’t actually know of any land in a central 
location for the proposed village centre, because the PC haven’t shared the identified sites that were 
considered by THEM, without consulting the residents, for which the village centre is for? 

... Perhaps, instead of posting on the Strethambay group, ... you should have listed your concerns 
and attended a Parish Council meeting in person, along with others with similar concerns. There is 
always a ‘public participation’ slot in every PC meeting. I have served two terms as a Parish 
Councillor over many years and am certain that having sat through countless hours of village 
discussions, there would be as much time as is necessary dedicated to listening to and hopefully 
answering residents concerns. Social media is not really the way to go unless, as you have accused 
others of, you are posting to ‘provoke a reaction’. Councillors are governed by certain rules and 
getting into heated debates on social media would be frowned upon. Trying to ‘name & shame’ is 
also, in my opinion rather tardy, not to mention bordering on the wrong side of ‘legal’ . 

... [have tried and I have attended and I have participated at PC meetings on and off when I can, 
and I have emailed, to no avail. ... Unfortunately some of my concerns have been ignored or 
dismissed by the SPC. I created this post to ask what other residents thoughts were on the matter of 
the Village Centre, and no, I didn’t quite expect the responses that have posted here, there is clearly, 
extremely strong feeling amongst the residents in regard to it and other matters. 

... Here is a suggestion: Why not make the present Recreation Building a Doctors Surgery. 

... Very disappointed. My understanding was that the community would be involved, however by 
the time we learned of this decision it was already a fait accompli. It seems that our input is 
irrelevant. 

... that's such a shame. Also does Stretham really need it? I like Stretham the way it is even though 
they added Petersfield I think k that should be enough 

... I absolutely do think we need new facilties. The current Parish Rooms are no longer fit for 
purpose. We are a growing village and have the opportunity to have a great new building . I believe 
that collaboration with the community it serves at every stage is so important. 

... It should be on the playing field to replace the disgraceful building which is not fit for purpose in 
the centre of the village 

... Interesting comments, keep them coming. I feel the Parish Council need to know what everyone 
thinks, given they refuse to consult the whole village on something so important that affects so 
much! 

... Not sure, they’re submitting planning for it. Don’t know much as they haven’t shared enough 
information 

... It’s stupid to think a panel of ‘villagers’ have sat together and agreed to spend 1.5 million on a 
hall for the village but won’t put a pitch for there football team there. So they can use what they 
have paid for unlike now 

... Anew village centre sounds great, but should be on the Rec! 
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. Believe they have consulted the children at youth club and the school, nobody else. 
. I Don’t think they had a survey done round about this 
. Lasked a few questions via email last month for the council meeting but didn’t get any response. 
. same here. 
. Well that’s not a great way to run the local council 
... it seems like some are just above asking for opinions and do whatever they want +- they don’t 
respect the constituents they serve 
... Think it's a poor choice of location. I think redevelopment of the current rec and building is a 
better choice. 
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